prevailing agathlt che 


Wherein the invalidity ol his ti twenty shtee 
tation; againſt Societies that want 
palme by thebodies bariahin warer td the feparati- 


onfrom luck Societies juſtified by the Word of God. 3 


~ ether with the difcovety of his great miſtakes in the en- 
ee Scriptures, wherewith he fighteth to overthtow Mr. 
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INTEND forthe Faith which was ONCE ‘delivered te the . 
4. 


ye received cbriſt 80 walk yeinbim, rooted and 


froil jou sbrough Philofophy and vaindecct, 
men and NOT) AFTER CHRIST, Cel. 2. . 


David the Sen of Jeſſe, cman sf my bet, 
SALES my will, Acts 13. 22. 
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Goop READER, 


— — — 


Ces [OD knoweth with what. 
regret of ſpirit I publifh 
this anſwer to Mr. Good: 

: Vins Book called, (Wa- 

er Church Communion) as 
pure conſcience at firſt 
ſeparated me from that Society, of whom he 
is Paſtor, fo now compelleth me to make 
anſwer to that Book’ written for our reproof) 
not onelyto defend the truth therein oppo- 
fed , but alfo to vindicate my felf with ſome 
others from the heavy charge therein given 
: to 


DIE 
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* 


Truſt betrayers, Promi Promiſe breakers, 8 
Church breakers; 2, Fe maktthe 
world: Jud es, whether, we art as Mr. Goodwin 
reprefenceth us, perfons of a miſuſẽd and di- 
ed fancy, of ſtupifſed judgements, to 
common ſenſe is a m 
ſtery inacceſsible, with abundance more to- 
the ſame purpoſe. 3. To let the world fee, 
that ourBaptifm hath not metamorphoſed us 
from Lambs to Wolves, Tygers Serpents, 


vhich ſtrange inſinuations uttered in hishhaft, 
ve hope confute themfelves in the eyes of all 
__gational unprejudiced men thatknow us, but 
ſince books for the moſt | agerthan. 
menil thought it my duty e vit Mud: 
cation as publick as Mr. Afperſſon, 
excxpt he had prevented ner fon 
our name fake, buted 
‘whole cauſe we plead. at 
truth. ofthe New Teftament fealed'in Shri 
beam blond, Should fuffer by our total ſilence. 
| Had not the truth -been dearer to me 
Any man, I had rather choſe to looſe my ri 
hand,; thafi ſet is beck that frowneth on 
him, credit alwayes was, and ſtillis- 


~ 
» 


a 


* 7" 


* 
tas 
“4 
* * 
i 
* 
| “20 
+ 
— 
“a 
* 
é 


ak & 

’ 


uns his Father, and to bi-Mother, I have ust fen 
Mord and keep hir ( vvenaut. 


— 


the good, received from. Inſtruments agreét 
both to grace and nature, but to baulk plead- 
ing hie Geoanfe thereof, argueth a di- 
ſtemper inthe affections. The ſame perſon 
deſerving at he {anne inge both thanks and 
reproofs, to return the one is a point of gra- 
titude, to adminiſter the other in love, and in 
the majeſty of Gods Word, a point of faith - 
», fulnefs: And if in this conteſt thou findeſt 
* paſſages on. my part ſavouring of too 


happy a thing 1018 for good De yO! ed 
with error in the things of Chrift, thetic 
i maketh the moſt intimate frit 
5 poſition, look like bitter adve 
+ 
truth ſake. Thus did. Paul in re 
2 | 
2 Gal. 1+. when before the whd 
| Autioch he withf{tood him tothe face, becauſe 
’ he was to be blamed; he who. ſpotteth the 
beautiful face of truth ( though ignosantly ) 
muſt expect a ſtain in his own credit, and be 4 
| 
| 
2 ** 5 
— mach 
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much ſnharpneſs, though in anſwer to Mr. 


Goodwins higheſt provocations, look upon me 
as difowning them, and mind onely the rea- 
fon of the place; Chriſts counſel is, not to sefift 
evil, But whoo ſhall ſmite me on the right cheek, to 
turn the other to him. But befides it becometh me 
to bear much evill from that hoi, by which 
[have received fo much good. nd fo I com- 
mend thee to the ſerious confideration of the 
enſuing difcourfe, praying with all my foul 
the Father of lights to vouchſafe thee the ſpi- 
rit of difcerning, that what therein is of God 
may be obvious to thy underſtanding, and 
readily embraced by thy will, and what is not 
of God (if yet there be any thing) may ut- 
terly periſn from thy ſoul: this is the prayer 
Thy faithful Friend toferve 


to un power, 
~q * an > 
M B E. 
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To my Worthy Friends and Bre- 


thren, of like pretious faith,walking with 
Mr. John Goodwin in the right Faith, 
though not in the right order 
of the Gos PEL. 


Hoy and Beloved, 
* 


4 * 
* 


and without prejudice conſider. | | 
I make little queftion , but the riddle of my departure 
from you, whofe Society I prized ( nota little) will be un- 
folded. That ftrange action of our Saviours (fo contrary 
to his natural genius) mentioned Pebe'2.15. mightily 
affected the Digziples and made them to caſt about to find 
a ground for it: perhaps it may be ſo with fome of you, in 
reſpect of me, becauſe of my ſuddain breaking off from your 
Society, wherein you knew I took much delight, I can ſay 
more, than in Corn, Wine and Oi, and where I had no want, 
but a ſurpluſage of refpects , above what I was able to meris 


| DA thea. AEA = 

3 been long your debtor, it is fit I 

| x d now pay you your own with inte- 

Mwhich here I prefent you, by anfwer- 
pers ing the fubltance of Mr. Gcodwins waters 
bane dipping no firm footing for (burch Commu- 

1 — »,, | which if you will in the fear of God, 


—— F—— — — — - 


A281 poor band. Ina word, where my content was ſo great 
iy that it made departing from you more gricvousto me than 
| death it ſelf would have been. eae | 
5 And ho contrary it is to my Spirit to make trouble or 
11 cauſe breaches I need not tell you, I take it for granted, that 
it is upon all your hearts, how much I abhorre it: So that 
I conclude it cannot lightly but be a matter of ſome wonder 
to you, that I fhould thus break off from you, as well as Chrifts 
ſtrange action in the Temple was to the Diſciples. 
Now whilſt they were caſting about to find aground for 

-this aftonifhing action of our Saviour, and ſearching in the 

right place, namely the Scriptures, at laſt they met wich it, 

jolm a 17. And they remembredthat it mu nritten, namely 
in the 6p Pfatm 9. The seal of thy beuſe hath eaten me 
Sn like manner, Do you wonder? and are you caſting 
about for a ground to fix my departure upon, then take the 

Diſciples courſe, judge not according to appearance, bat 

judge righteous judgement: do as they did, plough with 
the heifer of the Scriptures, and youewill eafily underſtand 
thisiriddle ; hearken not to Satan the great enemy of all 

righteouſneſs, who will ſuggeſt unto you ſome igap ble root 

or other to fix it upon: it was his way of old, when Chriſt 

eaſt out devils, the devil ſuggeſteth hp did it not by the pow- 
er of God, but of Jcelaabab the Pri nceoĩ darilss. 

The. Apoſtle Paul himſelf, notwithſtanding all his zeal, 
and faithfulnefs, and unparaſelꝭ d ſeli· denial, yet there was 
ſome even in the Church of Corinth, ho he fo dearly loved, 

who jadged him as aman walking according to the fleſh in 
all, 2 Corinth. 10. 2. I think, to b aft fome which 
THINK .> of. ws, Saithihe, we wal according tothe 
Rad. Heavenly 7obn, that bund ſe of pro 
hungerſtarved . cloſe fiſted Miotrepben prating againſt him 
with malitious crords. 3 10. Ti an old trick ol 
the Devil ro beſpeaꝶ the rejection of the truth, by working 
ill of them that maintain it. If this hath been tue 
portion ef fach green trees, tis not far me to complain that 
comparatively dry; my weakneſſes are many, * 


| 


doubt hut Rath dferded many sppesranees of evil to you, 
dut ehefe bol, ſoules wete judged where there was ne- 
ther evil nor appearance of any ; the confideration here 
is no Small confolation to me under all your miſ- jud ging. 
But fot rhe matter it ſelf of my departing frem you,asmy 
record is on high, that no worldly thing ſnould have ſepira- 
ted me from the (Church, ſol have the witnefs within my ſelf, 
that no carnal contideration whatſqever hath contributed 
to it, to the value of the leaſt hair of my head: and hew 
cometh any body to dream any ſuch thing? When mens 
buſi neſs lieth in tie Eaſt, do men uſe to fer out full We? or 
do men uſe to take up meanes in full conteftation to their 
end? Alaſe, alafs, I confidered beforehand, that this way is 
every where fpoken againſt, and the generality of the pto ; 
feſſors of it of {mall efteem, for learning, parts, or any thing 
that commendeth men to the world: their garb and caſt 
that of the Difciples , Luke 6. 20. Bleſſed be ye poor: Now, 
that they were exclaimed on by the learned in their writings, 
and frequently in Pulpits at this day, their name caſt out as 
evil, and hated in a manner of all men, that it times of per. 
ſecution for confcience come, they are like to be the fir 
ſiufferers: So that I had many ſtroglings and wreftlings with 
the ſleſh, before I could get the victory to ſubhmit to it; nay, 
the truth is, had not the truth concerning it ſtruek my con. 
ſeienco, and the light ſhone into my judgement with that 
elesrneſs, that I could by no meanes avoid it with pesce, [ 
had never forſaken my old ſtanding, which was more ho- 
—— , eaſle, and every way more acceptable to the out · 


Now what thoſe Confiderations are that command my 
judgement to that point, whereat it now ſdandeth in the 
bufinefs of Baptifme, whichis that onely thing which ſepa- 
rated between me and yon, yon have ſcattered up and down 
in ehis my Anſwer do har. But yet I think good to 
give youthe fom tchersof under a ſem h⁰,ꝶxZU;. 
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Heb. 3.3. Afefes, from thence argued to theungodline/s 


Mat.28.19, upon 


2 


: ~ quently not that Sermon of the Gof 


dr. . 1. I confidered the excellency of Jefus Chrift above 
and danger of 


i. 3. ſligbting him in any of his Commands. 


t. 28 19. 2. I found Baptiſme with Water to be one of his Com- 
Ad, z. 37. mands, and joyn' d with Teaching by name in the Commiſſi- 


on of Chriſt, and the ſame preſence of Chriſt promiſed joynt- 

pas well to Baptifme as Teaching, to the end of the world, 

Mar. 16. 16 and ferving the grand intereſt of Remiffion of fins and ſalva- 

tion (in ſome ſenſe) and commanded by Chriſt to be done 

all difcipled perſons, and that wit h huge ſolemnity, Iv 

ar. 6. 16. he Name of the Fatber, Son and Spirit, and that too amongſt 
the laſt words he ſpake on earth. | \ 

3. I found that he intended not the reiteration of it by 
the fame perfon, and that therefore there ought tebe all due 
care of practifing ic without corruption. 

4. l found che defignof Chrift in the Ordinance it felf 
to be exceeding rich and ſpiritual, namely, amungtt many 
other ends. 1. To oblige the Diſciples unto Chriſt, that as 


i} Circumciſion bound men to keep the Law of CVo/es , fo 


doth Baptiſme to keep the Goſpel of Chrift, therefore the | 
Spirit borroweth the word Baptiſm, which reſpecteth Chriſt 
do expreſs the obligation of the Jewes to the Law of -Mofes, 

1 Corinth. 10. 2. And were all baptiſed unto Maſes. Further, 

the defign of Chrift is to affect the heart by the will of God 

ſeen in the Ordinance of Baptiſme, as well as heard in the 
Word preached therefore to preſent in a figure the ſubſtanc e 
of the Goſpel to the eye, as the Word preach’d doth to the 
6 ear, namely, the wafhing away of fin sary bloud of Chrift, 
Col. 2. 12. the death, burial and reforrection of Chrift for ſinners, and 
Rom 6.34. the finners death to fin, ſuffering with Chrift, reſurrection 
to all newneſs oflife here and glory hereafter. __ 

5. This being the plain defign of Chriſt in the Ordi- 
nance, I confidered Infant · fprinkling, which ordinarily go- 
eth for Baptifme , and found the great defign of Chriſt in a 
manner fruftrate by it, becaufe chere is no figa or figure of 
any ſuch thing as death, burial and reſurrection, and conſe- 
, which Chrift intend - 


ed to make by it, as is moſt evident by the Scriptures, which 


palpably | 
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palpably difcovereth it td be a humane invention. 

6. I found, that as Baptiſme was by Chriſt inſtitated, a nd 
the Apoſtles practiſed, namely, upon diſcipled perſons, made 
fo by Teaching, as the Acts of the Apoftles abundanti7 

rove. 
. Ihe form being by burying the body in water, which Cai- 
vin and others honeſtly confeſs to be the old way. we 
FTbe worthy defign of Chrift therein is excellently fer- 
ved. reli 

The party being a Beleiveris capable of fellowship with 
God inthe Ordinance , and voluntarily ſubmitting thereto, © 
out of confcience of duty , and knowledge of the intent of 
Chrift in it, is like to feel their obligation to Chrift by it,. into 
whoſe Name they themſelves defired to be baptiſed; where- 

as Infants are neither capable of deſiring it, knowledge of 
the meaning of it, faith about it, or any ſuch thing as fellow—- 
fhip with God in it, and u hen grown up, canonely tell by 
hearfay, that ever any fuch thing was done at all upon them, 
moſt unlike therefore to feel the like obligation to Chrift 

Ic. ap 

Then for the form, it being by burying the body in water, 
and raifing it out again thereof, there isa moſt exact repre- 

fentation between figa and thing fignified , which Chrift in- 
tended in (this) fign, as appeareth by the Scriptures (though 
not in all ſignes) which heavenly projects of the Lord Jefus, Col. 2.12, 
7 cae Ordinance, ate totally fruſtrate in childrens ſprin - Rom. 5. 4. 
ing. | 
7. I find che Scriptures in all exprefsnefe of letter are in 
many places for Beleivers Baptiſme, whereas there is not one 
ſuch Text for Cluldrens, nor any inſtance of the Baptiſme of 
1 fo much as one Child in all the new Teſtament, though the 
firmament of the Scriptures are filled with the ftars of Be- 
leivers Baptiſme, ſo that many learned men have acknow- 
ledged Infant · ba ptiſme is not in Gods Word, and thofe 
who go about to found it on Scripture, build all on conſe- 
Anences (ifs, may bees, and why nots.) which Argument 
Mr. Geodwin hath often uſed to confirm the doctrine of ee ) 
aa mer 
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ide ſuſpition of error. 


8. Ifound the unregenerate world, naturally falling in f 


with Childrens baptiſme, which is a ſhroad ſign it is a de- 
vice of her own, The world loveth her cn, pobu 15 19. And 

on the contrary, hating Beleivers Baptiſme with an iavete- 

rate hate, as the doth every Ordinance of Chrift, adminiftred 

in the naked plainne(s and fimplicity of it. E 

9. Infant · Baptiſme difagreeth to the ſpiritual ſtate of the 

Church under the new Teftament , becaufe Baptifme being 

the initiating Ordinance into the Church, it letteth in a ſort 

of members which the new Teſtament knoweth not, namely, 

ſuch as cannot worſhip God in Spirit, whereas the Scrip- 

ture faith, fobw 4 23. That God (now) feeketh SUCH, 
(meaning onely ſuch) becaufe he maketh the Churches 
growth unto an holy Temple to be by the meanes of the 
building, its being fitiy framed together, Epbeſ. 2. and a- 
gain, he maketh the encreafe of the body unto its edificati- 

on, and its growth up into the head to be, partly at leaſt by 

the meanes of the WHOLE body its being FITLY 

; joyn’d together and compact, and (mark) according to the 
edu working inthe meaſure of EVERY part, whereas 
Infants are altogether uncapable of ſuch effectual working. 
or of any fit conjunction with Beleivers: And though chil- 


ren migbt be Church members under the old Teſfament. 
alſo wicked perfons might, if . Abraham, carnal ſeed, 


not ſo under the New; it is plain from the Scripture, that 


Cheift will have the matter (thereof) be the fpiritual feed of 


Alrabum manifeſted by repentance and faith, Marth, 3.9. 


Therefore, L. 1. giveth the matter of theChurch 


by due conſtitution to be (ealled) Saints, and commandeth, 


that if any prove themſelves otberwiſe by diforderly walking 


to wickhdraw from them, 2 Th,. 3. 6,14. 

10. I find the fharpeftadverfaries t his Way ha 
their writings on pur poſe to diſſ 
contrary, namely I 
fall ſuch expreſſions as j 
Tom. 


th even in 
eit, and to magnific the 


une it, and condemn theirown. 
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eral Redemption, and to draw the contrary opinion under 


oom me, God maketht em to let 60 
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A for inſtance, Mr. Rich. Bax ftir, {peaking ofthe full and 
proper ends why God inſtituted the Ordinance of Baptifme, 
de ſaith, they are rather to be fetcht from the Aged than In- 

fants, and that becaufe, MARK, The Aged: 1. They 
are the met FULLY. CA ABLE SUBECTS.. 
2. THE most EXCELLENT 
3. THE MOST EMINENT SUBECTS. 
OF WHOA SCRIPTURE FULLY SPEAK- 
ETH. 5. THE GREATER PART OF THE 
WORLD WHEN, BAPTISME WAS INSTI- 
TUTED, who were tobe partakers of it. ey 
But on the contrary, as for Infant-baptifme, he acknow- | 
ledgeth in the fame place, that the Scripture /peaketh darkly 2. 200 
it, yea, that it is 80 dark inthe Scripture, that the con · plait — 
troverſie is thereby become not onely hard, but SO hard, sure Proof: 
&c.as he ſaith he findeth it. 
Now if this learned and holy man, hath notinafew 
words faid more for our way, than in his whole book againſt 
it, and that upon pute principles of rea ſon and Religion, let 
the world judge, ſor if Infants baprifme be dark in the Scrip- 
ture and ſo dark as he complainet g. | 
. How doth this agree with the Title of the Book, and 
de faperfcription of every page Blain Scripture proof for 

Infants, Ge. Doth not plain Seripture.proof, and dark 
Seripture proof dicectly oppoſe? And however Mr. Bax- 
fer thinketh he ſeeth ſuch a thing, though it lie d Be. 
no weth ma ay learned quick · ſighted men, thatprofels bey 
cannot ſee it there at all no more than we. Batif thecafle 
be indeed thus, as it is by Mr. Barſters ownconfellion, chat 
of infants Baptiſme the Scripture ſpeaketh darkly, bus of 
Beleivers or the Aged, that the Scripture fullpapeaketh, and 
befides, that they are the moft capable, eminent, and excel- 
let Subjects, with what conſcience, either oF g te God, 

or comfort tothe foul, can any Chriftian man cleave to In- 
baptiſme, and deſpiſe Beleivers ? If Infant baptiſa de 
a dark way, and fo hard to find, is he a wife man that ¢huteth 


ben he may in the light? Doth 
man 
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man, in his right mind, chuſe untroden paths, when the beat ; 
en tode lieth juſt before lim? and doth not Chrift fay, be 5 
that walketh in the dark fumbleth, ohn 11. 107 or doth it 
1 become the people of God to be ſo indifferent in matters of 
lg Religion, as not to care whether they walk inthe ugh orin 
| the dark ? or can any man think to pleafe God by chuſing a 
dark way, hard to find, when a lightſome path, beaten by 
* the feet of Chriſt and the Saints Jooketh him full in the face: 
17 Or where is that man in all the world, that will give as much 
for land that the title too is dark, as for that which is clear 4 
11 and unqueftionable ? Doth not every one ſay, of Titles not 7 
cleat, lle not meddle Hath not Mr. Baxſter {aid to Mr. Bea- 
ford, it is good going the ſurer ſide of the hedge, p. 303. of 
Plais Scripture proof ? and is not Beleivers Baptiſme the furer 
by his owa conteſſion? Or doth it become men to be more 
ſolicitous about their temporal eſtates than their ſpiritual? 
Or can leaving the light, and walking in the dark, be thougbt 
the way to the Saints evexlaſting teſt? . 
11. It agreeth not to the wiſdom and goodneſs of Chriſt, 
that Baptiſme ſhould be ſo dark in the Scriptute as Mr Ba- 
ſter faith it is; not to his wifdom, becauſe it is appointed 
for babes, and becaufé he expectcth obedience, whO haet 
expecteth obedience will leave their Lawes hard to find ? 
Not to his goodnefs,becaufe he hath put che Difciplesander 
aforepenalcy in cafe of diſobedience to whatfoever he hat 
_ Now the gay of Baptiſme after faith is clear and manifeſt. 
as Mr. Ban acknowledgeth, moſt like therefore to be th 
Statute Of Chrift for his Babes to ſubmit too, and not that . 
whichis@ark. Beſides, would it not be agoodexculeat | 
Judgement, for the neglect of any Law of Chriſt if gn 
d fay; the Command was dark, and fo hatd 
III. 
| A Beleivers Baptiſme agreeth to particular Chur. 
ches gathered out of the world by the Word, ſo doth Infants ; 
agree to the National Church, and Communion | 
which you have renounced, becanſe by Baptiſme the 
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faith ONCE delivered to the Saint. 


are immembred into the Church, and fo capable of Church 
Communion; yea, ( tis their tight) if their Baptiſme be 
reckoned valid, becauſe according to Scripture, Ais 2. 42. 
All baptiſed perſons were added to the Church, and continu- 


ed in the Apoſtles fellowſhip, breaking bread and prayer: 


by what rule chen can the Parifhes be withdrawn from, when 
they are efteemed duly baptifed perſons, till legally proceed- 
ed againft for diforderly walking: If then yon will reject 
their Church ftate as good, as you do, by withdrawing from 
them, you muft not allow their Baptifme, becaufe their Bap- 
tifme, if good, giveth right to it, Indepency then rejecteth 
the fruit, but letteth the tree ſtand that beareth it. 

If it be objected, that ſome ( though not all of the Inde- 
pendents) difallow the Baptiſme of ſome children, namely, 
fuch whofe Parents beleive not. | 

Tis true in words, but not deeds: where is there one man 
in all the Independent Churches, the truth of whofe Biptiſme 


was ever called in queftion ? 
13. Infant · baptiſme agreeth to the carnal intereft of thoſe 


men, who take up preaching for filthy lucre, whereas Belei- 


vers Baptifme altogether frowneth onic. 
Infant-baptifme taking in high and low, rich and peor, 


ĩato the Church, maketh both more and richer Cuftomers 


to the Miniſter, Beleivers both fewer and poorer, becaufe 
they are but few that beleive, comparitively, and forthe moſt 


part of the poorer fort; ſa that which way ſoever I looked 
onInfant-baptifme , I found the fignes of a plant which the 


heavenly Father never planted; and on thecontrary, Be- 
leivers Baptiſme every way anfwering the breathings of the 
Spirit of God inScripture , and confequently , that it be- 
came me, asafriend to Truth, and for the honour of Jefus 


_ JChrift, not onely to obey Chrift by ſubmitting to the Ordi- 


nance my ſelf, but to ſtrive the reſtoring it to its primitive 
puritity, to which I take my ſelf obliged. ~ | 

1. By the Scripture, ade 3. It was needful for me to write 
unto you, and exbort you, that you foould tarneſtij comtend for the 
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1 Nch. 10. 19 


removing and rouling it from the cunſciencei of meu. eA great 


“9. “By che exam le of holy men of ald that hen fee 
upon reformation in the worfhip of God, had refpect to 


oe "> ALL the Law in reforming, both before and after the Cap- 
Jer, 6. 16. tivity, which alfe was according to the exprefs Command of 


3. By Gods high approbation of fach his Servants, who 
did accordingly , as you may ſee in the inſtance of fofab, 
2 Kings 27. 23. David is called, aman after Gods own heart, 
Ae, 13.22. becauſe a fulfiller of all his will: and Caleb fo 
highly dignified , becauſe be fully followed the Lord bis God, 
Sulomon is difparaged by this, 1Kéwgst1.6. That he went 
not FULLY after the Lord, as did David his Father. 
4. By the Covenant that the whole Church entered into 
with the reſt of the Nation, to reform both in doctrine and 
diſcipline according to the Word of God. : 
But you cannot think Baptiſme any part of Chrifts Law, 
and fo the practiſe rather a piece of will-worfhip , than fully 


following of Chrift. 


To which! anfwer: When the do@rine of univerfal Re- 
demption firft ſounded in your ear, it was as hard to bear as 
Beleivers Baptiſme is now, and as farre from your thoughts 
to be the mind of Chriſt, but that which was hard then is 
eaſie now, that which was darknefs then is light now, and 
that which was wood, hay and ſtubble then, is gold, and filver, 
and pretious ſtones now; yea thoſe doctrines, that when 
time was, in your haſt, you were ready to fay, he deferved to 
loofebis eyes that preacht them, now for your joy could al- 
moft be content to pluck out your own eyes in gratitude to 
him that brought them: (Js it not true.) 


— And again, concerning the Church way, mind Mr. Geode 
wins words to Mr. Thomas Goodwin when he wis in Holand, 


Your aurbority, grace: learning, parts, judgemem and example, 


have made the fone of Separation among ut [ome ſſie aud ha. 


vie, that we are conſtrained to be at donb le paines and labour in 


part f aur imployment is to fanch the iſſne of that 


blond, which yon baus opened in the womb of our Churches bert. 1 


— 


— 


* 
4 
| * 
* 
K 
* 
’ 
| 4 i 
| 
| 
*. 
25 
a? 
te 
| 
* 
114 
| 
| | 
| 
| * 
| | 
| — 


Bat yet ſince Mr. Cosdwis hath found caufeto build up 
that which then he threw down with ſo much zeal and in- 
duſtry, and I verily beleive, if a man ſhould have ſaid to Mr. 
ood min at that time, Sir, the time may eome when you may 
find cauſe to ſeparate from the national Church, and gather 
a particular, he would have faid, Aw IA Dig that I ſbouid do 
this great thing? Oh how he ſweat at it then to toul that hea- 
v fousaf ſeparatio n from the conſeiences of men, at laſt 
ound it too heavy to be done at all, and fo thought fit, ra- 
ther to lie under the weight of it, chan heave any longer at 
it. I write not theſe rhings to ſhame Mr. Goodwin, it is go 
fhame to a man, that he knoweth but in part, and that he is 
not Maſter of all knowledge at one and the ſame time; The n 
path of the juſt, being asthe fhining light which fhineth more and e 
more to the perfett day. If more ſpiritual light fhine not into 
the judgement, is it not a fore fign, that the path of ſuch 
men is not the path of the juſt? And if when it is come into 
the judgement, if it fhall not appear in practiſe, then it is a 
fign of a heart glued to ſome carnal worldly intereſt or 
other, which caufech the perſos to ‘withhold the truth in 
unrighteoufnefs. Tis not changing ſimply that the Scripe 
tures find fault with, but being GIVEN to change. 3 
Changing, as the cafe may be, is fo farre from being a fait, 
that it is a ſign of a growing ſoul in grace, of walking after 
the Spirit, of a felf * upright ſoul, that lieth naked bo- 
fore the truth, unmarried to any ſecular intereſt. Truths 
faithful friend, that fo truth may get up, careth not thoughit 
ſelf go dowu a. 
This therefore is the glory, not the fhage of Mr. Goodwin, 
that when the truth came into his judgement, as it is in Je- 
ſus, he confulted not wich Hef and bloud, but with PA, 
preacheth the faith which once he deſttoyed, for which ma- 
ny glorified God in him. 
I beſeech you therefore let ng man miſ. judge me in tue 
ground of relation, asifl intended hereby to caſt tbbe 
ſleaſt diſpatagement upan him, whom (for the good 
received from God by his hand) Tam’ bound above many 
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_ Bae tf you ask, whereforethen ferveth this flory? I an- 
fwer , that you fhould not think of bim above that which is 
meet; to let yos ſee that Mr. Goodwis is but aman, and fut- 
ject to like miftakes that others are and therefore his preſent 
ſu 


perabounding confidence, though it rife to that height, as 4 
to think all others little better than mad, that is not of his q 
opinion, is no demonftration that he is in the truth, tis ſo far 
from that, that if a man may judge what is like now to be, 
what hath been, now is the time that Anabaptiſme ſhould 
ariſe, hf up it ſelf, and be exalted in Mr. Gocdwins judgement, 
becaufe herecofore (ia other cafes) not long after ſuch high - 
expreilions of confidence, he gave up the bucklers, and the 
truth took pefleflion of his heart, which it never could get 
before. I cannot therefore be out of all hope, thar Mr. 
Goodwin may one day fall down at the foot of that truth, 
which he now trampleth on without mercy. And though 
our Arguments ſeem weak and frothy to him for the preſent, 
and the fruit of a diftempered fancy, it doth not follow that 
they are ſo; but this onely, that Mr. Goodwiwis fully perfwa- 
died in bis o) n mind, which he is wont to be, as well when 
he is out of the truth as well as in it. 
_ The ſcope hereof isthreefold. 1 To thew, that thong 
you are not now of our mind, it doth not follow you never 
will be, 2. To prevent raſn and hafty judging. 3. To N 
i} admonifh you againft having, not anely Mr. Goedwins, but * 
any mans in admiration. The ſnare of aduuiring men 
I is great. both to the admirers and admired, 
1 To the admirers. 1. It maketh them fwallow what the 
3 admired: fay withant due chewing, and ſo their faith will 
| mor in the wifdom and judgement ef ſuch men, who: 


he 


they deiſie, than in the power of Gd. 7 
2. It iſſneth an under eſteem of, and ſcorntul flighting of 
cor Others, who yet are worthy inſtruments in the Lords work, 
compared this was the cafe of many in the Church of Corinth, 
Cor. To che adonted, the ſnare is great them alſo even to 
pu fle themup-, and male them fwell againſt their brethren, . 
and ſo co  proanne the difpleafure of God againſt them, 
i AA, 12. 22. Oh what care therefore doth aul take to keep 


0 | both 
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both the World and the Church from undue attributii 
ons to him, Acs 14. 11. upon bis cure of the Creeple, The 
people lift up their wesces Saying, The GODS «are come down 
in the likene{sof men, and much ado they had to keep the peo» 


i ple from facrificing to them, which made the Apoſtles, Bar- 
4 nabas and Paul, rend their clothes, run in ameng the people, cry- | 


ing ont, and ſaying, Sirs, why de ye theſe tbings ? we are men of. 
like paffions with jan; much after this manner is it with per- 
fons that God ufethin converting and edefying foules, Gat. 
4. 15. eſpecially when alſo found able in the warrs of Chrift 
for truth; fo that if ſuch men do not run in upon the people, 
4 and difown all undue reverence, they will have much ado to 
keep within the bounds of thoſe teſpects, due to Inftruments. 
They will be more apt to fay what ſuch à man ſaith, than 
what Chrift faith, or Paul, or Peter, or Janes or Fobn, faith, 
nay in 2 manner to beleive what ſuch aman beleiveth in 
every thing. | 
Now indeed we read ef eminent perfons , great bene- 
factors, and that witball have ferved in warrs to conqueſt. the 
people have made them judges in civils. But this is 
too much to give to any mortal man in f>irituals: There the * 
Command isexpref*y Math. 23. 9, 10. Call no man Mafter, ‘ 
or Father, notin the beſotted Quakers fenfe (by denying —_— 
fuch titles to men ) but Chrifts fenfe, whichis by aceepting. 
men for lords over our faith, which Paul diſowneth as to 
W himfelf in refpec of the Churches, in the 2 (oristh 1. 24. 
4 Nor for that we have DOMINION ovr “YOUR 
F AITH, and that which Paul took ſuch great to prevent 
a in the Churches, 1 Corinth. 3. 5. That their faith fhould mor 
fand in bis wifdom ; though he doth own being their Father, 
a 1 Cer. 4. 15. ina fenfe, and Maſter too, 2 Theſ. 3. 12, 14. 
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in ſubordination to Chriſt. | 
But I fear I fhalf be too tedious in my Epiſtle, my fleart 
being greatly enlarged towards you, have much ado to ſtop 
the progrefs of my pen; but leaſt my Epiftle prove too bul- 
I ſhall bere break off, though abruptly, affuring you, that 
its. not the want of love to you, but che conicience ot du 


ty 


— 
Me 
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to Chriſt, who loved me, and gave himſelf for me, that ſepa- 
rateth between you and me. A 
As for your hard thoughts and fpeeches weyers”, my 
departure, as on the one hand Jam provided againft the 
dint of them, by the conſcience of my own perfect innocen- 
cy and integrity in that matter, and who is he that can make 
my glorying void? On the other hand my prayer is, they 
may never work to d iſa ſtect me toyou, but to the doubling 4 
of my requeſts to God, to enlighten your judgements in the 
truth, and fo make way fer our meeting again never to part 
more. 


Yours unfrignedly, in the right way ofthe 
Se ſpel to ſerve you faithfully, according | 
- to my meaſure in the things of feſus Chrif, 
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Tuo: LAM BE. 


1 59 


Age 14. line 12. leave out the word not. p. 33. line 10. re. d. 
my for which. . 3 3. tine 20. read or|fer befides. p. 39. 2. 
before. p. 135. addeyet. 5. 39. lins 7. for Plalme read Iſaiab. 
5. 40 line 30. aud 33. fer dul read duty, p. 41, line 3 f. leave 
out the words, hardte find. 5, 30. line 21. for impliꝝ read im 7. 


p. 64. line 18. beginning of the line add the word Bus. p. 172 
line 11. read Ordinance for Ordinances. p.t 17 roe 
inſtitation for iuſtituting. 
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An Anfwer to Mr. lohan Goodwins 
Confiderations, againft forfaking the 
embodied Societies of Beleivers : 
Notwithftanding the want 


2 ol true Baptiſme. 


His firſt Conſideration for ſubſtance this: 


34 ůinendency over the Las of Inftitu-: 
e tions: fo that whilſt the pofitive 
m without breaking the Morrall Las; 


» 


which he proveth 


y many Scriptures, 


This Doctrine is true, but ill applied as to us, in our cafe,. 


becauſe our ſepatating is no breach ot any part of the 
Mortal Law; Mr, Ge 


Hit the Moral Law hath a | 
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by ſo doing we areguilty of promiſe breaking, eovenant 
breaking, &c. 


To which I anfwer, That we promiſed to walk together 
with Mr. Goodwin, and that Society, in the worfhip of God, 
according to the light given, we deny not. 

But that our withdrawing from that Society, is any ſi nful 
breach of promife or Covenant, that we atterly deny, yea, 
fo farre from any fach thing, that itis indeed and ta truth 
the performance of amoft folemn Vow and Covenant , 
which Mr. Goodwin, with my felf and divers of the Church, 


141 * entred into, with hands lift up to the moſt high God, where- 
onsentring in we vowed to go one before another in the work of re- 


into the ſo- 


fotmation; mark well, TO. GO ONE BEFORE 


lemn League ANOTHER, not to ſtay one for another till all were 


and Cove- 


Naxt. 


bimſelf, what was according to 


fatisfied, and that both in doctrine and difcipline, accord- 
ing to the Word of God. No that it was Mr. Goodwins 
own fenfe, as well as ours, that avery man was to judge for 

e Word of God, and 
not another for him, appeareth by his own practiſe upon 
it, ſnortly after; for notwithſtanding all the obligations 


of love and friendfhip which the Patiſh of Coleman. ſtreet 


had put upon him, to continue fellowfhip with them in that 
old way, and notwithſtanding all the promiſes of ſer ce, 
on his part made to them, upon theit fetching him from 


Norfolk to Coleman-ffreet , yet becauſe of this folemn Vow 


to the moſt high God, (with other reaſons in conjuncti- 
on) he thought bimſelf bound in conſcience to withdraw 
from them, and actually did ſo, and made chis ſolemn 


Vow and Covenant, one argument that induced him there- 


— And did this folemn Oath 


AV? 


did this h, before the moſt Hig 
him in the like practiſe, and will it fail a? 
Or will Me. Goodin be fo monttroufly difia 


le enotmous 
Our ufter pro 


h, juftifie 
sions, ‘as 
to conſtrue any after promiſe, to walk with the Church in 
contradiction to this folemn Oath? And yet thus he deal- 
ech with us, (for which God forgive him) that we maꝝ look 


to walk with the Church in the way 
we 
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we then was, muſt either be underftood conditionally 
(that we found not the Word of God repro- 
ving it) or elſe we ſuppoſed to make promifes that ſhould 
diſable us from performing the matter of our folemn Vow, 
attended with ſo many dreadful circumſtances, which a very 
little before we entred into, which furely no ingenious man 
that conſidereth will ever imagine, either that we did ſo, or 
that it was the fenfe of the body we fhould do fo. 

And how unreafonable a thing it is, and deſtructive to 
the honour and glory of God, that any ſuch engagement 
fhould be underſtood abfolutely , appeareth by the groſſe 
abſurdities that follow upon it, for then Men fhould be 
locked up from any further progrefs in the workof refor- 
mation, let the light thine never fo bright, and the call of 
the Scriptures be never fo loud, and that upon the penalty 
of promiſe breaking. 
Nay, if Mr. Goodwin himfelf hath not at another time 
faid enough, and more than enongh, to juftifie our practiſe, 
and condemn himfelf in this rafh and haſty charge of us, 
let the world judge. | 
In his fifth caution for Reformation, according to the 
Word of God, he hatk this paſſage; They who would bave 
this gokden Motto, written as well in the beart asin the face of 
tbeir Reformation, muſt be FREE from all collateral engage - 
ments unte ot her patterns befides the Wordof God. 

Mark, Mr. Goodwin faith they muſt be free, and yet calleth 
us, faith breakers, truſt betrayers, promife breakers, be- 
caufe we uſe our liberty againſt a collateral engament to 


another pattern 

He addeth further in theſe word:: Hs: 

‘They meaning hearty reformers, muſt not incline not 42 
as aduft inthe balance amounteth unto, to any Refermattan of 
any Conrch whatforver, further than they are reformed acterd- 
ing ta the fame Word. Further thus 

no mas evar covenanted , to reform according to 
«the example of any Church whatfoever , in oppo tion to the 
murdef Gad, er ibey did, haus c auſe to abborre 
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us ſuch a fenfe of n gandeth in ſuch direct 


oppoſition to it. 
Nay, in the Margin thus : To violate ee and 
aecurfed Oath, out of confcience to God, (as furely that 
would be, that kept perfons from following Chrift fully, * 
and held them in ahalf reformation ) s 4 bel and bleſſel 1 
(rar 
I R 8 % ood Reader, this is Mr. Gcodwins Text; eave theeto a 
a ** the interpretation, and give jud gement, whether we, 
a by his own principles, deferve to bear the heavy burthen of 
faith and truſt betrayers,which he loadeth us with, not onely 
in the beginning of his book, but very frequently almoſt 
to the end thereof, as if he took a kind of fecret deligl t to 3 
mention us with diſnonour. A 
Or whether Mr. Goodwin by making the charge, proveth 1 
not himſelf inexcuſable altogether, both in the ſight of 
God and Men and guilty to a high degree, of breaking the 
royall Law of love to his Neighbeur, yea, his friends and 7 
brethren, of like pretious faith, that ever had him in double : 
honour, and fought his good and comfort as their own, on 
and that tos, while he paſſionately complaineth of us for 
breaking the morrall Law. 


His fecond Confiderstion for fib: 


‘ 


ay to be 
are not -attually baptifed with our 


very Baptipne, are fig to the 0 
Gol baptized on our we our very 


Bapts 
ought: foto be they have. 
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Baptiſm, are yet notwithſtanding eſteemed to have been fo 
3 by God, upon the accompt of a willing mind ſo 
to be. | at 
Dot the righteous God of heaven and earth judge con- 
trary to the truth? doch he judge mento have actually 

done that which they never did? Tis one thing for God to 
deal gratioufly by men, as if they had been obedient, be- 
caufe of a willing mind, another thing for him to judge 
them actual ebeyers of that command which they never 

did obey , becaufethereof. Though God accept the will 
in ſome caſes ) for the deed where doth he judge the will 

In the 2 Cœintb. 8. 1 2. It is indeed thus written, as Mr. 

Goodwin alle adgeth: Jf there be firft a willing mind, aman 
1s accepted according to that he bath, and not according to that 
he hath not: But what then? Doth Gods accepting aman 


according to that he hath, prove him judging a man to have 


actually done that which he never did ? which yet is the 
2 Mr. Goodwin maketh to follow thefe pre- 
miles. 189 
For his other inftance, Math. 5. 12. where he faith, 
VV bo. fo looketh upon awoman to luft after her, hath committed 
adultiry. Chriſt ſaith, it i onely in his heart, t hat is defice. 
Vet becauſe chere wanteth nothing but opportunities for 
actual adultery, the demerit of that ſin may be imputed to 
him, but the ſin of actual adultery in a formal proper ſenſe 
is not imputed to him. 

In the Phil. 2 tex he faith, God worbeth in yon bethto wil 
and to do, threfore to will is ane thing: aud to do is another. an 


are they two things in themſelves, and doth God eſteem 


them to be but one. 71 


„Bot ſecondiy, Though it ſhould be granted, that a 


through deſtre to obey a Command, whith yet is nat obe 
ed lor want ofi convictiun that it sa duty:) wil 
man judged obeyets of that command by God, yrt wil! 


not any ſuch deſire to abey, when yet obedience is not per- 


To which I antwer. Firſth it is a great and clear miftake, 
that the Churches, which are not actually baptiſed with our 
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formed, juſtifie ME N in any fuch judgement; becauſe 4 
Chriſt hath no where given to the Church any ſuch rule to 
judge by. Beſides, except men could try the reines and * 
the hea tt, as well as Gud, and know who willeth ſincerelß 
and who not, as God dotb, it is unreaſonable to conceivxe 
that mens willing things fhould be any rule for mens judge 
ment, though it fhould be conceived a rule for Gods judgee 
ment. And further, the heart of man being deceitſul abovxe 
all things, it is not fo eaſie as it may be ſome think, to know 
themfelves, whether they will fincerely or no: the obedi- 
ence of fuch commands, which they cannot but ſee, taketh 
them off the chair of publick efteem, and ſetteth them uß- 
on the dunghil of diſgrace and fcorn, and whether obe: 
dience to Gofpel-baptifm doth not fo, let the world 
judge, by your cruel mocking them that ſubmit to it, and bit- 
terinfinuations againſt them: To which we fhall {peak ful- 
y in the dus placgcſ ea. * * 
But thirdly and laſtly, if we ought to judge you to be 
actually baptifed our way, becaufe you have a willing mind 
fo to be, though indeed and in truth yon are not. Why 
then, ſurely by the ſame rule you ought to judge us fill 
walking with you, every one in his place, though indeed 
and in truth we are fepatated from you, becaufe we alfo 
have a willing mind, upon Chriſtian termes, to walk with 
you. And have you not as much reaſon to judge us ſin- 
cere in our profeſſion of willingneſs, as we have to judge 
you ſo. I am certain you have much more reafon fo to ; 
judge, becaufe your ſubmiſſion to baptifmia Chriſts way, 
and Pauls way, whichis our way, would bea pure piece t 
A peter ſelf denial to you, and that in many reſpects, you would be 
n John numbred amongſt thoſe poor brethren of the dip, whick 
was hn ibe want teleif; that petty handful of leſs knowing and lem 
5 2 heey confiderate men, as you call them,thofe ignorant Creatures, 
AG. 1. the generallity of whomknow not what the word 
Ienorext ſigniſieth, that for ought they know (upon their oO 
and unlearn- ict court) “it may fignifie, to ride!) or to run, or to build? 
| as well as to dip, ich are your ſcornful 
7 cerning them. Every man can find a will to ſeek cage’ 1 
of 
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ef the Ruler, but who findeth will to feek the face of the 

poor. 2822 
Fhaut for us to have continued ſtill in fellowſfip with you 

in that way, was, and would be again (if we returned to it) 

matter both of honour and eaſe in compariſon, whereas 

* now with Chrift and the holy Apoſtles „ we are fooles for 


Chrifts ſabe, then we ſnould be wife in Chriſt, nom weak, then 
Frong, now then bonourable. 


* 


So that we have more cauſe by farre to doubt your wills 
of COMING DOWN to us, though you fhould 
fay never ſo much, how much you willed it, then you have 
to doubt our wills of GOING Up to you, if we 
did but whifper it. And yet you have declared us no Mem- 
bers of yout Body, and pour contempt upon us, for Church 
breakers, and Church deſerters, and truft betrayers, and 
what ever you think may bring our perfons and Chriſts 
holy way, which-we profefs , into dif-repute , becauſe we 


. 


25 2 


* 


+ have feparated from you, though we have often affirmed, 
what trouble and forrow it was to us, to withdraw from 
you, ind our own confcienceis as 4 thoufand witneſſes, 
f _how careful we were to make it as little offenſive to you, as 
ve could devife how to do, our obligation to you, as an in- 
>» ſtrument of much fpiritual good to our foul, being al wayes 
b before our face. | 
» + | ~ How untfue therefore have you been to your own prin- 
e eiples, in thus dealing with us? Happy us the man that 

o veib not himſelf in the thing which be akoweth. 

aid 
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Your third Confideration for ſubſtance this: 


Hat by fath Men become the Sons of | 
God, That (hrift owneth all true Beleivers 
for brethren: Therefore [uch of the Be. 
leivers , who are in the right order of the Gofpel, 
ought to receive them into the full Communion — the 
Church, upon that account fimply. 


That Men become the Sons of God by, faith in Chrift 
Jeſus, is plain in the Scriptures, as 78 fay, byt that any 
ones faith would have paſs d with the Churches in the pri- 
mitive times for the faith of Gods elect ,. that fhould have 
been found ſticking at obedience to any ef the commands 
of Chriſt, appeareth not in the Scripture , but much to the 
contrary, James 2.10. For whofoever foall keep the mbple Law, 
and offend in one point, hess guilty of 4d. Jobn 13. 12. Yeare 
my friends if you do WHA 1 QO E VER 994 Command 
you. call you me Lord, Lund, and DOE wot the 
thing that I fay. Luke 6. 46. VV bat dothit profit, my bie- 
thren, though aman fay he bath faith, and bath not works : Can 
faith fave him. 

And although now in thefe days we have an honourable 
opinion of the faith of very many perfons , that are unbap- 
tiſed, yet itis much to be feared, that fatre the greater part 
of thoſe that are fo, ( pretending want of conviction that 
it is a duty) do not neglect it upon that ground, but the 
foolifhnefs of the act it ſelf, which to the carnal eye (that 
diſcerneth not the holy defign of Chriſt in it) maketh ĩt a 
offenfive to them now, as the Goſpel was at firſt to the 
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Greeks, 1 Cir. 1. 23. In conjunction with that diſgtace that 
attendeth it. | 


And ought not every one to be jealous over theif own 


hearts, whether fomething of this nature do not bribe the 


judgement , that it is not at liberty to give ſentence accord- 
ing to the merit of the cauſe, or at leaſt, whether it doth 
not indiſpoſe the ſoul to the impartial weighing thoſe 
grounds, which ſerve to evince it to be a duty. That in 
diſpolition to things hindreth the true genuine working of 
the intellectual ſenſes, appeareth by Chrifts words to the 


phariſees, 8. 43. Why do ye not under ſt and my ſpcechꝰ 


Chriſt anſwereth himſelt in the next words, EV E 

becanſe you cannot hear my werde. So that their diſability 
to obey, (which is the ſenſe of the word hear in this place) 
indiſpoſed them to underftand Chriſts words, in the 30. 
Deut. 17. Bul if thine heart turn away, fo that thon wilt not 
hear. If the heart be againft a thing, no wonder if the 
eat turn away from all the meanes of proving it to be the 
mind and willof Ged ; and we are the rather induced to 


beleive, that this is the true ground of the non- conviction 


of many that are unconvinced of the duty of baptiſme, 
becaufe we find by experience, that all the perſons that are 
of any degree of eminency in worldly reſpects, either for 
learning, parts or eſtate, thae God hath per{waded co own 
the truth, do acknowledge their indiſpoſition to the obe- 
dience of it, made them indulge every weck argument to 
the contrary, and that they were never able to ſubmit to the 


truth of Chriſt in the naked ſimplicity of it, till God gave 


them the command of their own ſpirits: till they became pro. 25. 28. 
like Children weaned from the hreaſt: In a word, till they Ilal. 28. 9. 
were abli to become fools for Chrifts ſabę, and refolve to de- 1 Cor. 3. 8 
light their ſoules with that bonoxr that cometh from God Toh. 5. 44. 


onely. 
Put whether the fault of non- obedience be chargeable 


the wills of men, or the want of conyiction, notwith-⸗ 
ftanding all good meanes uſed to come at it. chat God onely 
knowetb, as alfo the truth and falfhood of mens faith; but 
however the Church is not — ground to fear the 
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truch of that faith, that boggleth at obedience to Chriſt in 
thofe commands, which diftinguifheth the Diſciples of 
Chriſt from ¶ANteſes his Diſciples; it is not obedience to 
the morral Law doth that, that God is to be worſhipped. 
was Alaſer his Doctrine as well as Chrifts, That men thould 
be merciful and juſt, ( which is the ſubſtance of the ſecond 
Table) was as well the Doctrine of Meſes as Chriſt, fo 
that by obediente to the Law morral, a man may as well 
be ſaid to be Moſei his Diſciple, as Chriſts, becaufe they 
are both one in that: But by obedience to the iuſtituted 
Law of Chrift, given for the ordering us in his worthip, 
a man is truly faid co be Chrifts Difciple , in diſtinction 
from Miſen, whole Ordinances were far different ( provi- 
ded · ĩt follow repentance from dead works, and faith to- 
wards God without which Iconfeſs it gnifieth nothing ; ) 
in which reſpect, doubtleſs, both pee and Gentiles are faid 
in baptiſme to put on Chrift, Gal. 3. 7. 

But more eſpecially hath the Chureh cauſe to ſuſpect the 
truth of that faith that fticketh at obedience to the poſitive 
Law of Chriſt, becauſe it is that chiefly that putteth men to 
fhame, and caſteth out their name as evill. Tis not the 
fimple worfhipping of God, that bringeth men diſgrace 
(no not with catnal men, that have not ſinn'd away their 
firft principles of confcience ) but honour rather, becauſe 
every man by thofe principles is prompted to fome worthip, 

but that which offendeth, is the worfhipping of God after 
his own way, which the world cannot bear; if men could 
be content with the Religion of Chriſt it ſelf, corrupted, 
they might live at Rome and be applaud en.. 
So for the other par tof the morral La, which conſiſteth 
in Juſtice and Mercy. Mercy and Juftice offendeth not 
the generallity of men ( but onely ſome particulars, where 
their own intereſt is ſtruck at by it) and the reaſon clear, 
becaufe the mortal Law is written in every mans heart, fo 
that he that ſiveth up to that, liveth to the conſeience of 
every individual foul and confequently cotmpelleth revere- 
ate, from all men t hat have notfinn’d away che light of na- 
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(11) 
But for the Law of inſtitutions, they being forrcignto 
the hearts of men, found onely in the written word, and in 


themfelves of a defpicable complexion, add withal croffing 
the deſires of the fefh , and conſequently contrary to the 


religion of the world, which is formed by her worldly wife 


men, according to her carnallity, and to fit their own world- 
ly intereſts. 

Ir cometh ta paſſe unavoidably , that whofoever will fol- 
low Chrift in the way of worfhip which he hath ſet up, in 
the naked plainneſs and ſimplicity of it, he ſhall be put to 
ſhame, ſcor ned, contemned, diſgraced, perſecuted ( at leaſt 
by tongue and pen) efpecially by the learned, whofe inte- 
reſt is ſtruck at, by an effectual following the Lamb in his 


But ſuppoſe the faith of thofe that refufe Baptiſm to be 


Bi as good as the beſt, yet L utterly deny, that it giveth them an 


Hell in bin ot after him, as the Prepotition inisex- 
pounded at the 8. verſe: And not after Chriſt: nom that 


immediate right to full commanion with the Church, ſimply 
upon that account. 
The reafon this, becauſe Jefus Chrift himſeif, who is the 
God of Order, hath appointed the Communion of the Di- 
{ciples to he orderly, fo that though perfons be Difciples by 
faith,and fo havea remote right to all priviledges of Church 


- Communion, yet have not an immediate right thereto , 
till they defire it in that way which Chrift hath appoint- 


I bat Chrift hath eſtabliſh'd order for regulating the 
communion of the Diſciples, is evident, from the (oloſſ. 2. 
1 5. where the Apoftle bath thefe words, Jeyin and bebolding 
yer ORDER, and the fredfaftue/s of your faith in 


Chrift: As you have therefore recti ved Chrift eſiu the Lor 


by in him, ot after him, he meaneth, after bis teachings, ap- 
peareth hy the 3. verſe: Raated and ſuili Ap in him, and f- 
blifa'd in the fasth ag tas 
And thatthe ceachings af Chr dr ig 


warſwp, as woll as thee fish, 
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7 a And in the 1 Cor. 


order 


chall firk- enforce fome of my 
and cake off Mr. Oe 


mend OF the wotld; to Cbrif 
serie sh by name, wheres in he affirmeth, they 
, that Cari ‘hath eftablithed order for the 


of the Diſcipler Communion, appearech by 
1 (or. 11. where the Apoſtie blamech the Church for dif- 


Orderin cheireating the Lords Supper, andthat their fin of 


diſorderhy walking might appear the more heinous to chem 
‘He teller the 23. verle, That which he delivered 


Order chemfetves , ta their communion, which rehey had 
‘finfally rranſgreſſ ‘be the Lords 

14 40. exhorteth them chat all things 
iu the Church be done decently And in order; aad that mat 
do de minded, appeareth by 


Tin Fir this cauſt 


ons to be admitted into the Church, and fic down 


with them in full communion without Paptiſwe? 
brother Argu- 


if it be aske, how. it appeazeth diforderly 


lab 


The fubftance. of his ist is this. 


was the next immediate to be gone 
the order of Chrift after being’ difcipled then te fic 
with th Chat communion b 
ti fra be done 


immediately to be 
ab. 225 29. 6. 


at was best ding 


‘them that is, thoſe rules which be had delivered them to 
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TAgain, Thi ic rules thar perfons foal bebaptifed of 
preved already , bath from’ the 
Nen Seri explaining that that 
¢ Chrift shat baptizing foould immediately follow 
they are confutedhy rie f Scriptures 


11 chis be ball ünehe 
cannot lightly but ſee it. then isisnovaplsin cafe, that ibey 
that attempt to dawn with Oburch · bodies before 
Baptiſthe, or thoſe Churches that fhall admit 
Diſciples into full communion, that they all depart from 
the rule of Chriſt, and walk by a ruls of their owndevifing, — 
and 1 of Lw. obeyers, take the boldneſs to be Law- 
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Gofpel was at any time preached by the Apoſtles, were 
upon their bare hearing of it, whether they beleived or 


blaſphemed, to have been baptiled hy them: For you ſay, 
the word Teach, doth not imply an actually difcipled per- 


fon to Chrift , but onely the having iaſtructions proper to 
If that were all the ſenſe, then the Apottles 


make men fo. 
were bound by their Commiſſion, to baptifein the Name 
of the Father, Son and Spirit, all chey preached the Goſpel 
unto, though they knew nelther Father, Son, nor Spirit, or 
beleived a word they ſaid, yea, thoſe that commanded them 
to teach no more in that Name, and beat them for it, and 
them, being filled wich indigaation, 
Secondly, Fo new, chat this ſenſe of yours hath not all 
the truth in it. it appeareth by the 2: 435 41 Which ſaith, 
not that all that heard the Word were baptiſed, but the 
thatgladly RECEIVED the Word, which fhewet 
clearly enough what is meant by the word teach in the 
Commiſſion, namely, fach whereby perfons became glad 
receiversof the Word, why elſe did he not baptiſe every 
body that heard him. 
— faytruly , it isa loud 4 fey, there in mot one 
example of a perfonbaptifed barely upon his bearing of theGofpel 
preached unto lim: but I pray Sit » whofe caufe do you plead 
by faying fo,your own or ours; and here i heartily deſire 
the Reader to confider , whether you have notin a few 
words deftroyed your owndenfe of the word Teach, and 
eſtabliſned my — Allens; for if there be not one 
example throughout the Ad, of a perſon baptiſed barely 
upon his hearing the Gofpel, but all examples — of their 
then, ſurely therApoltles. nederftoad 
Teach, the nel: 2 actual Difciples. which is our ſenſe, 
and not onely the ſaying ſuch things to them, which were 
proper to make them ſo, hich is M. Goodwins. or 
practiſed contrary to theirownijudgement. 
But thirdly: chat by teaching 
gad gemeot of 
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this for the ſenſe of the word Teach in the Commiſſion 
very frequently, in his plain Scripture proof], pvt 5. G ye 
teach, 1 vomake ne Diſciples, in which expoſition of the 
verb MabyJeouls Mr. Baxter conſeſſeth to agree with Mr- 
Tombes, I fay abe, faith Mr. Baxtir, thatthe verb figniferh, 
make ye Difeiples. 


Urfinusupon theſe words, Geteach a Nations baptiſing 
em, The word which ¶ Vriſt ufeib, ſaith he, properly fgnifieth, 
make Diſciples; thus it is expounded, faith he, by John, oba 
4. 2. The Pharifecs heard, that Peſut made and baptiſed more 
Difciples than John; and what uus meaneth by Diſci- 
ples, appeareth plainly p. 414. of his Catechiſme, Teach 
al Nartons baptifing tbem, that 16, al whoby your doctrine come 
unto ne: and p 420. That ante uſe cf baprifese. faith is 
required; and in p. 415. theſe diſcipled perfons be calleth, 
converted perſons. So that in this learned mans judgement, 
by teaching in the Commiſſion, is meant difcipling; by Diſci- 
ples Beleiv ers, commers unto Chriſt, converted perſons, and 
not as Mr. Goodwin , that to teach ſignifieth not to mate 
them actual Diſciples, but onely the ſaying ſuch things to 
them, which are aptto make them ſo. 

But fourthly and laſtly, the reaſon Mr. Godwin giveth. 
why by the word teach muſt be meant as he ſaith, and not 
aecordinęꝑ to the common conſent of Interpreters, I hum. 
bly apprehend to be invalid, bis reaſon is this. becauſe if 
we underſtand the word Teach of actual diſcipling, thefe 
abſurdities will follow. 


Firſt, He muſt be to them to di that 
* 


which was not in their own powerte do. 


Secondly, It would follow , that though they preached ve ver 
So faithfully, yet they haa falfified traf, und acteil fhort of their 
Commiffion, if they had not at all times made thoſe, to whom they 
preached, abtunl Balti uerrn. om 


This Argument ſtundeth upon an 
um ound bottom, which is this, That it is an abſurd thing to 
econceive, that Gad ſhould put more into a Commiſſion 

given 
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given to Men then is inthe Creatut es own power te do. 


What is more frequent in Scripture, than to put that into 
the Commiſſion both ef Prophets and Apoſtles, which 


was not in their own power to effect, Jſaiab 6. g, 10. G. 


make the heart of this people fat, and make their cares heavy, 


and fout their eyes, \ealt, &c. is not here more put into the 


Prophets Cemmiſſion than was in his own power to do? 
could he make their hearts fat, or make their cares heavy, 
ot ſhut their eyes Nay, are not theſe effects attributed to 
God, though put in the Prophets Commiſſion? Fobm 12. 
40. He hath blinded their eyes, and hardened their heart, that 
they ſbeuld not fee with thes eyes; yea, the ſe effects are at- 
tributed to the mſelves in Math. 13. 15. Their eyes they ha ve 
cleſed leaft they foonid, &c. So that though theſe effects are 
put in the Prophets Commiſſion, yet altogether out of his 
own power to do, without the joynt concurrence both of 
God and the Creature. | 4 5 
So alſo in the new Teſtament, Ads 26. 17, 18. Delivers 
ing thee from the people, and from the Gentiles, unto whom now 
1 fend thie , to open their eyes, andturnthem from darknefs to 
light, and from the power of SatanuntoGod. 
ls not here much more put into Pa Commiſſion than 
he was able without God to do? or will any body fay, that 
Paul acted ſnort of his Commiffion, or falſified his truſt, if 
he did not actually open all the eyes of the Gentiles, and 
turn them from the power of Satan to Gt. | 
But Sir, to convince you that there is more included in 


the Commiffion than was in the Apoſtles power to effect, 


fuppofing the word Teach ſhould ſigaifie onely what yon 
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apprehend, namely, the ſpeaking ſuch things which ate pro- 7 


per to make Diſciple. 1 
Confider this, They ate charged to baptiſe all they 
taught, and was that in their power ? could they baptife any 
mere tben were willing 
have been judged falfifiers of their truſt, or acting fhort 
of their Commmffion; for not baptiſing all tho ſet hat ſhould 
take horſes, and ride away from them when they had heard 
the Word. It appeareth therefore undeniably, that the 
very 
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very principle whereupon you found the abſurdity is not 
good, and confequently no force in your argument, but 
this being all you have levied againſt my Brother Alen: 
Argument, built upon the Text, and being found weak, his 
conclufion lifteth up its head, and that is, that itisdiforder/y 
fer perfons to hold Church-Communion befire Baptiſine, be- 
canfe Baptifme by Chrifts erder vas the next thing tobe done 
after diſcipling, and that immediately. 
Secondly, A ſecond Argument to prove it a diforderly 
Practiſe, for the Diſciples to hold Church. Communion be- 
fore Baptiſme, is this. 
if the Scripture maketh Baptiſme the gate or entrance inte 
the viſible Church or Body of Chriſt. 
Then is it amoft diſorderly practiſe for perfons to fit 
down in Church-fociety without i. . 
But the Scripture maketh Baptiſm the gate or entrance 
into the vifible Church or Body of Chriſt. 
Mir. in denieth now ( in effect) that Bapzifme is 
the Ordinance of entrance into the viſible Body of Chriſt; 
ven, be i fo far from thinking fo, that he think eth the injun- p ¢,. of 
ion of it, is but aſter the manner of the free · will offerings i e 
Ander the Law; fo chat men may either obey , or not obey, ding. 
without fin; yea, that a Church may be of as ſound and 5. 48: jy. 
worthy aconttitution without Bapti/me, as with it. ter dipping. 


Now before I make particular anfwer to Mr. Goodwins 
Exception to the interpretation of the Scripture alledged to 
rove it, i defire to make one obſervation, which I would : 
commend to the feriousconfideration of the Reader,which 
That notwithftanding the vaſt variety of differences in 
the judgement of. Profeflors, about other matters of Chri- 
ſtian Religion (both learned and unlearned) in fo much, 
that ſetting afide ſome few famous fundamentals, it is a hard 
matter to find two men univerſally agreeing 
Vet for this opinion, that Baptiſme is the Sacrament of 
enttance into the viſible Church of Chriſt, all the I rofeſſors 
of Chriſtian Religion hath met in it as one man, as für as 5 
D ever Wu 
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ever yet heard or read of, whether Papel, Prela- 
tical, Presbiterial, or Independant, or Anaba ptiſt, except 

ſome few perfons lately, the moft whereef are given to Seek- 
Sands not that opinion juſtly to be ſuſpected for an 
error, that croſſeth the judgement of almoſt all the world 
refuted Chriſtian, as well thoſe that are under no tempta- 
tion (by worldly reſpects) to baulk the naked truth, as 
This Argument I confeſs amounteth not to a demonſtra- 
tion, but it juſtly provoketh an eye of jealoufie over that 
opinion, that fingleth a man out from all his brethres of like 
pretious faith, and rendreth him like the Widdow Paul ſpeak- 
I fhall now proceed to eſtabliſt this truth, by ſhewing tlie 
bavalidity“of your great exception to the interpretation of 
the 1 Curinth. 12. rz. which Texe my Brother Allen in- 
fifteth onto prove it; the words thefe, By one Spirit we are 
all baptifed into one Body: my Brocher Alex underſtandeth 
with Mr. Bax and the generally reputed: Orthod ox, the 
Of word: baptiſed properly of water: Bapafme: Mr. 
— Lene will needs underſtand it juſt nom of Spitit Baptiſme; but 
F. 6871 why, becauſe the Text ſaith, By ent Spirit we are buptiſed, 
and as for water, it is not mentione 


dip. To which I anfwer. 1. The not mentioning of water 


is n% Argument, that the Text. is not to he. uniletltood of 
water Baprifme:, becauſe the word water is not mentioned 
in the Commiſſion it ſelf for baptiing, which yet notwith - 
faniling is plainly enoug intarpreted by the Apoſties, 
to be meant of water Baptiſme, becauſe of their practiſing 
it, bx vertué af their Commiſſ 0 
80 loin the N. the 
is dot ſot do wn, but no hody ini theit right wits vill under. 
tand the o hex wile, were yow ad n the Name of 
| Paul,/ thank, Godhbaptifed of ,jẽjũj'-/ 204 
P.342. of But von fay she Textc{peaketh of another Element, 
Infius namely, the Spirit ; true, it: mention 


cb tit 66 concurrent gauſei, ſaith learned Zax/feng bm 
Memberſbq; Ci the 
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(19) 
che Tent fpesketh of real Haptiſme wo acs 
‘ivan How frequently are effects accributed to thé pitt 


in Seriptuce, in this ſence? Is not Baptiſme the Doctrine df 


the Spirit as well as other duties? and that which the Ads 1; 2. 
Spirit exciteth to amongſt other acts of obedience? did A& 2. 38. 
not the Spirit fend Phillip to the Eunuch, as well to baptiſe 1 

him with water s preath to lum? and did not the Spirit Aa. 1. 48. 


inſpire Peter to command Cornelius to be baptiſed? and is 
not the proper office of the Spirit, to excite mento, and 
guide men in the performanee of all dutie ? why then may 
not reall Bapeiſme with water, being an act of obedience, 
be atttibuted to the $ pixit, as ell as any other acts of obe- 
3. To underftand theſe words (By the Spirit) asa 
working cauſe, and haptiſme as the effect, agreeth to the 
conteꝛt, from the firſt verſe to the 112. 
At the firſt verſe, No man cun faq, that Peſus is tho Lord 
but by tke holy Gbeſt; and is not that by the agency and 
working of the Spirit upon the heart, perfwading it to 
think fo honourably of Chriſt, as to call him Lord. The 


Spirits work is to raiſe the eſteem of Chriſt in the ſoul. 


Fhe ſoules calling him Lord is the effect of that 
In the like ſenſe (I humbly apprehend ) all the gifts 
ſpoken of to the 12. verſe, ate attributed to the Spirit, 
namely, as fo many effects of his operation, as the cauſe pro- 
duc ing them. 

Which having treated on at large, he cometh in the 13. 
verſe to tell them, that by the fame Spiric,which enriched 
them with thoſe gifts mentioned, they became enabled to 
ſtoopto the yoak of Chtiſt, and put him on by Baptiſme. 
by which: both Jews and Gentiles, receiving the Gofpel, 
became ineorpotatedinto the myſtical body of Chriſt, and 
fo though many members, yet became now but one body: 
As with perfoms in civil Oerporations , (who ef many indi- 
viduals become one body, by folemnizing: the. rice of 
without which, do: mat is counted Mem- 


wor 2 2 But 


t Pet. 1. 23. 
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coſt, 4d, 2. 3,4. - 
aud it fate. Aud they began to ſpeal. with ether tongues, it. 


„ 
But now not to underſtand the words, By one Spirit, aad 
Baptifed, the one as the cauſe, the other as the effect, would 
be toſenſe theſe words (By the Spirit) differently, from the 


ſenſe of the ſame words divers times in the preceding ver- 


ſes, and enforce a metaphorical ufe of the word Baprifed, 
without any neceſſity, 808 
But four thly, to make it clear, that by Baptiſme here, he 
mea neth it, not of the baptiſme of the Spirit, it appeareth 
by that which is attributed to it, namely, the entring of all 
perſons into the myſtical body of Chriſt, he faith, it is IN. 
TO ONE BODY, and we e ALL baptifed 
into ene body. So that it is the meanes fanctified by God, for 
all the members entrance into that body. 

It cannot therefore be meant of the baptiſme of the 
Spirit, becauſe then working of miracles, and {peaking with 
tongues, and propheſ ing, extraordinary ( which the Scri- 

pture meaneth ete bed e baptiſme of the Spirit) fhould 
de the initiating Ordinance into the body of Chrift for all 
Church members, x hich I ſuppoſe every one will ſay is abfurd 
to imagine. 

1 have onely to prove (for the making good this Ar- 
gument) that when the Scripture ſpeaketh of the Baptiſme 
of the Spirit, it would alwayes be uuderſtood of working 
‘miracles, {peaking with tongues, and the like, and not of 
common and ordinary gifts, as faith and love,&c, 

lt appeareth thus. 1. In that the holy Spirit never giveth 
to faith, or love, or any common gifts of the Spirit, 
the name of baptiſme, for men to do fo is nnfcriptu- 


2. Becaufe Chrifts fpeaking to his Apoftles , who had 
a good degree of faith and love, yet he did not deem them 
for the prefent baptiſed with the holy Spirit, but onely tel- 
leth them, AN, 1.4,5. they fhould be fe baptiſed, and 
adviſeth chem to waitat Peraſalem for it; whereupon they 
were baptiſed with it accordingly , upon the day of Pente- 


111 
And there appeared unto them cloven tong ues like-acof fire, 
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Spirit gave them utterance, 


(ar) 


Now inthe 11. Au, 16. Per calleth Cornelius his ſpeak- 


ing with tongues, the baptifme of the holy Ghoft , which 
Chrift promifed.7 len remembrid I the word of the Terdſ mea n- 
ing when he heard them fpeak with tongues. 10 46 ) 
John indeed baptifed with water, but ye Ball be baptifed with 
the Gin ft 
So that the meaning of fobn the Baptiſt, 3. 11. 
and Chriſt, dts 1. 4. where they {peak of the baptiſme of 
the Spirit, muſt needs be of ſuch a being filled with the Spi- 
rit, and pouring forth of the Spirit, as whereby perſons do 
ſpeak with tongues, ard the like, becauſe the Scr ptures ſo 
interpreteth it, and to jodge otherwiſe, were to be wiſe, not 
onely above, but againft that which is written. ; 

But thirdly and laftly , to put it out of doubt, you fhall 
find the Scriptures putting abroad difference between that 
enjoyment of the Spirit, which the Scripture calleth the 
Baptiſme of the Spirit, and that by which perfons come to 
abound with faith, love, joy, peace, &c. as to the wayes of 
attaining the one and the other. 

To attain ordinary fillings of the Spirit, in reſpect of 
theſe common fruits, we are exhorted to the uſe of meanes 


to get tbem, and blamed if we have them not, ZLwke Eph 518. 


4. 25. | 
So that the largenefs of the poſſeſſion of them depend- 
eth ordinarily upon the Creatures induſtry, and in that way 
attained , and according to mens induſtty or ſloath, they 


ordinarily have more or leſs of the Spirit 


But as for the Baptiſme of the Spirit, it is immediately 
conferr d by way of extraordinary gifs = 
Conſult the Scriptures, where the Baptiſme of the Spirit 
is mentioned, and you ſhall find it 06. 
Ibe firſt place is the 2. of A 2, 3, 4 verfe, d ſud. 
denly there came a found from bauen. as of a ruſßing mighty 


wind, and it filled all the boule where they were fitting: And 
there cAPPEARED unto them cloven to 


¶ fire, and it far upon each of them. Aud they were all filled 


ngues like as 
with the holy Ghost , and 


began to {peak with tongues , as the 
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(22) 
Now the Apoſtle Peter aelſetabis che Bap usin of die 
Spirit, 11. 13. 16. and Heth cheir attaining 
u by the falling of the boly Ghoſtepon them; nats 
nin 

So alfo in the 8. of 44. 16. whe Be they aden 
down, prayed firm, thactheyio tybt uteide the Glyſt: 
(meaning principally, ) the holy, ‘Chor an shat which 
they had not before, for they had che holy Ghoſt to enable 


them to belcive, as appeareth at the 12. verſe, but they had 


rot the Baptiſme ot the Spitit, which now Peter and John 
came to be inſtiumegts in by prayer for them, with laying 
on of hands (though not exclaſtve of a further dprefence 
of the Spirit in a common way.) 

But now how dothche Spirit exprefs shia bed of attain. 
ing the Spirit? Mark at the 16, verſe, For as yet be was 
FALLEN upon none of them, anely they were bapeifens in the 


Name of the Lord t. 


So inthe 19. of Abts ‘And * paul had laid bus 


bands on them the holy Ghoft CAME pon tem and they 


with tong mes and proplefied. 

Doth the Sun ſhine clearet atnoon- day — this truth, 
that the common fruits of the Spirit are one thing, and the 
baptiſme of the Spirit another, aamely, the gifts of {peaking 
with tongues, extraordinary propheſying, and working mi- 

tac les, and if that be granted, and u ho can with reaſon deny 
it: it followeth then —— that the 1 Corinth 13. 13. 
ſpeaketk not of the Baptiſme of the Spirit, becauſe then 
(peaking with tongues, and working miracles, ſhould be the 
Ordi 


Fifchly and laſtly, to prove, that by the werd bagtiſed. in 
the 1 Cor. 12, 13, is meant. reall baptſmei not the bap- 


“Which 


inance of entrance into the viſible CherchicfChrit, 
for "ALL Church. members. for it is plain, (whatever is 
meant by Baptiſa in that Text) that is the uſe ot. ice are all 
baptiſed INTO ONR BODY. 


it.) The, anch drift of che Apoſtie in 
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Which is te make an argument of it, to perſwade to 
Chriſtian love, care and tenderneſs one of * — as ane 
may eaſily ſee that will conſult the place. 

Now for proper reall Baptiſme, we find the Apoft make e 
uſe of that oſten to the fame pnrpofe, Once before inthe 
beginning of this Bpiſtle, 1Cor.1. 10, and 15. ſo in the 4. 
of the El. 4, 5. and to the Coloſſi an: allo. 

But we never read of working miracles, or un with 
rongucs, made any Argumentof anion 

pe then enough, and more than enough, is faid to 

fatiſ fie any indifferent man, that the word baptiſed in the 

fore · mentioned place, is to be underſtoqd properly even 

of water Baptiſme, and conſequently the Argument from 

that Text, to prove Baptifme the door of entrance into the 
viſtble Church of Chritt. unanſwerable. 

But befides this, 1 Cox. 12. 1. to prove Baptiſme the 
door of the viſible Church,’ the 6 of the Romans 3. {peak- 
eth the fame language, Know: ye not!) that fo many of ur, >a8 
were BAPTISED INTO Fifas inte 

Now to prove, that by Bipeifime i in the: he 
meaneth it not of mortification | ( which fome conceive the 


ot the Fextbeuſed as Argument to perſwode to perfect 
mortißcatton; vadraonew life then is it not the thing it 
felf. But it is uſed as an Argument to Herheade to perfect 
the work of motti fication, and a new li fe. 

In the verſe, we thut are live 
longer therein? Now they were vet already dead to ſin in 
proper ſenſo the not already actually mortified, 


would be litelè fear of 
weredead, fromwhich he nowdetiortesi them. 

But in che 3. verſe he meitioneth their 
uſeth it agument wift, ro petfwade not to ſiye any longer 


fefus Chrif, were baptiſed ista h Raphi Reads, at che 4. 
* Therefore we are buried with him by ee 
that 


h 


dee 


Baptiſme of the Spirit ) it appeareth thus: If the Baptifm — 


he work was begun iq them, for hen there 


imſim, Hab, ſe if ai 22 i 
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that like at Chrift was raiſed xp frem the dead by the glory | 

of the Fubir, even ſe ne aflo ſteuld walk, in newne/s of 

life: | ; 

So that his doctrine ( in my apprehenfion is plainly this) 
that though for the preſent they were not attained to the 
perfect ftate of actuall mortification, yet by their baptiſme 
they were under an effectual 8 to uſe all poſſible 
meanes to attain thereto, and if this be not the true ſenſe 
of the place, I have loft my taſt, good Reader judge. 

Now to come home to the point, to prove Baptiſme 
the entring Ordinance into the vifible body of Chriſt. The 
Text faith plainly of Baptiſme, that it was INTO JE- 
SUS CHRIST: Now how into Chriſt, but into the 

my ſtical body of Chrift the Church? which in the 1 Cori 
12.12. is ca led Chrift, for as ihe body is one, and hath 

many members, and all the members of that one body being 
many, are one body SO ALSO IS CHRIST: 
meaning in teſpect of the Church, which is his miſtical bo- 
dy, where though there be many members, yet all make but 
one body, as 1 Cr 12. 13. faith, the gate and entrance 
whereinto is by the door of Baptiſme. 

But in this point having the judgement of almoſt all the 
learned on our fide, I need fay the leſs; 1 ſhall therefore 
conclude, as to this, with offering the words of Urfinws, and 
Mr. Baxſters Argument, with a word from the non- repeating 
it, as tothe ſame perſon. 

Urfinus in his Catechiſme, Bapts/wse vs Cacrament of en- 
trance into the Church, whence it cometh, that the Syepper is pre- 
ſented to none, except firſt baptiſed. 

As a Sonldier before lifting, anda King lefire cremning a © 
sure proof, takixg his Oath, foarewe (he putteth in infants too) ¶ 
P. 14.  membirs before Baptifme: Bat as every one that mult be ad. 
mitted ſolemuly, into the Army, muft be admitted by lifting, as 
the folemn engaging figu, 80 EVERY ONE THAx 
HATH RIGHT TO BE SOLEMNLY ADMIT- 
TED INTO THE VISIBLE CHuRCH, er- 
dinarily be admitted by Baptiſme. 
Iprove it tas. 


P. 


Plain Scri- 


sep 


if 


14 
11 
ii 
13 
„ 
1} 
gc 
1 
7. 
1 
a 
| 
11 
i 
J. 
11 
4 
| 
1 
1. 
— 
1 
ia 
11 
1 
1 
he 


reſpect a different defign ( though in many other teſpects 


we haue neither precept nor example in Scripture fe 
Chrift erdainea Baptifme of any of 4557 
Members but oneiy by Baptiſm; then all that menft be admitted 
vifble Members, muſt ordinarily be baptifed. 
Bat fince Baprifme was inſtituted, we have no prectpt ow 
example, of admitting viſible Members any other way, hut con- 


ſtant precept and example for admitting this way. 
Therefore al that muſt be admitted vifitle Members, MUST 


I bor not what,in any ſbew of reaſom can be [aid to this, by 
thofe that RENOUNCE not | — 


For what man dare ge in a way that hath neither precept nor thinks they 
example to warrant it, from a way that kath a full current of that bold 
bork. Yet they that will admit Members into the Church without vif may be ‘ 
Baptiſme do fo 0. bers 

And what can any man in reaſon imagine to be the Baiſne, 
ground, why Baptiſme is but once practifed, whereas pray- "e"oumce the 
er, and hearing, and breaking bread frequent? but onely 6 


this, that God inthe Ordinance of Baptrime hath in fome % pic. 


* 


the very fame, as I ſhall fhew hereafter }' and wherein can 

any one conceive that difference to lie, hut here, that itis 8 

the Rite of entrance into the body of Chriſt, and conſe- i 

quently no need of reiterating it , no more chan there is 

of being twice made free of the City, ‘or twice lifted into 

an Army? Some] find make a queſtion, whether Baptim m 

fhould not be repeated, in reſpect of the fame perſon, which °° 

is ſtrange, confidering, that though Chriſt in the Commifii- | 

on ordereth the Apoftles to Teach the Difciples again, there 

is not a word af baptifing again, neither did the Apoftles Math.18.20 

ever baptife ay into the Name of Chrift twice, that we, 

find in Scripture’, and ſurely they both knew and practiſed 

the mind of Chirift, and we are charged to follow their r 

example and to mark thoſe which walk contrary to avoid 3 176 

From theſe premifes itis clear enough, that Ba inne je, 


im the wifdom of Chtitt , the Qrdinancé af enttance into 
the vifible Church, or Body . Chriſt, and confequently, 


there 
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there can be no regular enjoying the priviledges due to the 


body before it. 
Phe truth is, to admit unbaptiſed perſons to all the pri- 


viledges of Church communion , is as irregular and difor- 
derly, as to admit the Mayor to the grand. r es of 
the chair, before he hath been fworn to the faithful ſervice 
of the City. 12 
3. Te prove baptiſed perſons, fitting down in Church 
bodies with unbaptiſed, diſorderly. } | 
prove it thus: 
That practiſe which bringeth down the eſteem of 
Baptiſme, and maketh it flighted, is againft the Order of 
Chriſt. | 
Baut for Diſeiples that are baptiſed, to walk together in : 
Church body. with unbaptiſed, bringeth down the efteem of 
Bhaaptiſme, and maketh it ſleighted. | 
That itis againft the Order of Chtiſt, that any tl ing 
ſhould be practiſed to prejudice the primitive efteem of 
11. By Chriſts joyning it with Teaching in the Com- 
miſſion, without the leaſt hint of parting them, 
Math. 28. 


world, as well to Baptiſing as Teaching. 
3. By the fingular ufe of Baptiſme to all Beleivers in 
p.302. of all ages (of which more hereafter ) which I fuppofe maketh 
plain Serip- Mr. Baxfter call Baptiſme a great Ordinance. 
ture. But for perfons that are baptiſed, to Ge down in a Church 
body with unbaprifed, will make Baptiſme fleighted. 
Ik undaptiſed Difciples enjoy all the felf fame privi- 
ledges of the Church that baptiſed perſons do, which they 
duo if they fit do wn together in a Church body, then mutt. 
the reputation of Baptiſme needs be in danger. 
1. Becaufe it admiteth to no priviledge of the Church, 
but what may be had without it. 


2. By promifing the ſame preſence, to the end of the i 


2, Becaufe the act of Baptiſme is irkfome to the, gech, 
which if not ballanced by fome confiderable ane 


Fa 
1 


— 
th, 4 


ai 
14 | 
ae 
1 = 
1 
11 
4 
1 
* 
* 
4 
| 
| 4 
* 
‘ 
1 j 
1 
| 
| 
7 
| | 
* 
| te; 
| 
| 
14 
A 
| 
1. 
1 
1 
1 
| 
| 
é — 
| 
| 
| | 


* 


* 
4 ! 


— 


(27) 
will npon that account ſuffer: if this be not reafon, /e 
thim to judge that are leaft eſtecmed in the Church. 

That practiſe which conſulteth the loſs and ſpiritual 
anne of the Difciples , can never be an orderly pra- 
But for baptiſed Difciplesto admit of unbaptifed into 
full communion, is to conſult their loſſe, and ſpiritual dam- 
mage. That to admit Diſciples to full Communion before 
baptiſme, is to conſult their loſs, J prove thus. 
if they are rot baptiſed before joyning, in probability 
they are not like to be after, becauſe ſuch confuſed joyning 
fecretly whiſpereth a low efteem of the Ordinance, even 
by the baptifed themfelves , otherwife they would not hold 
their communion without it, having no ſuch prefident in 
the Word. 2. Becauſe the act is unpleafing to the fleſn. 
3. becauſe they are in poſſeſſion of the priviſedges of the 
Church wichout it, and confequently one great Argument 
of confidcring the grounds of it, is as it were over, fo 
chat it is a rare thing if ever they be brought to fub- 
mic. | 


Now not to obey every Ordinance of Chrift, muſt need: 
be a loſſe to the Creature, becanfe in their inſtitution, as 


well as in the creation, In wiſdime he ordaiued them all, aim- 
ing as well at the Creatures good, as his own glory: There- 
fore the Phariſees, that reject Baptiſme, are Rid to reject the 
Counſel of God “AGAINST  themfelves. 
\g. That practice in the worſnip of God, which in rea- 
ſon, is like to lay the foundation of jirrs, diſcentions and 
diſcords in the Church, can never be of Chrifts ordering, 
becauſe jarrs and diſcentions in the Church ſtandeth in 
direct enmity to bis intereſt, wherefore he would not have 
the Church onely be at peace amongſt themſelves, hut 41 
wiuch as in thom liothlive peaceably with ALL men. , 
But for perſons that are baptiſed, to ficdown in Church 
bodies with unbapt:fed, in all reafon will breed jarrs. 
Can wall togeshere xcept they be agreed? 
I fuppofe he meaneth, that they cannot walk comfor- 


tably together, for otherwife they may walk together after 


E 2 a faſhion, 


Luke 7.30. 
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afathion., beſides ſuch Interrogations in Scripture, affirm 


look upon the other as practiſing will-worfhip, and 


(28-) 


with Emphafis the matter Interrogated-. 
So that when he faith, CAN two walk together, 
he would inſinuate, not onely fome degrees of improbabi- 
lity, but that it is next to an impoſſibility, that they ſhould 
maintain {weet communion ; but thofe words (except they 
be agreed, muſt be unde tſtood warily , not of every light 
difference in opinion (for then there would be little ſweet 
communion in the Church at all, there being few that agree 
in every thing. 
But in matters of moment (as this will eaſily be appre- 
hended to be, by any indifferent perſon that weigheth it) 
it cannot lightly 4 there muſt be jarrs, diſcentions, to 
the embittering their fellowſhip. ‘ | 
That difference about meats and dayes , what trouble 
did it work in the Church at Rome, Roman. 14.3. Let not 
him that eateth DESPISE bim that eateth not, and let not 
him which eateth not JUDGE bim tbat eateth: yea, at the 
10. verſe, Why doft thon judge thy Brother? why doft thon 
fet at NOUGHT thy Brother? So that defpifing, judging 
and ſetting at nought, followed that poor difference about 
Meats and dayes. 
What difference then in reaſon would this about Baptiſme 
work, hen that one party, namely, the unbaptiſed, ſnall 


making their Religion ridiculous, and adhering to a gene- 

ration of men ſcarce worthy to live, as now Mr. Goodwin 

thinkethof them. "hol 
And on the other hand. the baptiſed they ſhall look upoa 

their brethren ſprinkling childrens faces, preſuming to call 

hat the Ordinance of Baptiſme, which in their judgements 


lake · warm Spirit will bet beit 


itm 
11 
| 
1 
| ameer mockery 5 and doing it too, inthe Name of the 
Father, Son and holy Spirit, which in their apprehenfions 
is little lefs than blaſphemy. 
| How fhould thefe two parties of Beleivers walk toge- 
ther without ſote dsfierences ; and the more, hy how much 
re the mere zealous they are forthe pure worlhipof God, a 
Hi tion: 


( 29%) 


tion: this is fo plain a cafe, tbat eink fn. need n not t proceed 
farther in the demonſtration. 


That practiſe which ode worthip ite God is not 
ae befide the cuftome of the firft Churches, which was 
fettled by the Apoſtles, but directly contrary, can never be 
an orderly practiſe. 

1. Becauſe they did what they did therein by ipecial 
Commiſſion, 1 Cor, 11.23. 2 Cr, 108. 

2. We have no reaſon to doubt the faithfulnels of the 
Apoſtles in excuting it, for though they had frailties as 
other men, yet in what they didin fettling the religion of 
Chrift, they did by ſpecial direction and extraordinary aſſi- 


Rance , — 28.1 9. and fo their sample: is as Lawes to 
us. 
"Excelleotis Mr. Bax fer > 
Mofes being appointed tothe forming of the 1 Church and 
Common-wealthof she fewer, to the bailing of the Tabernacle 
his precepts and examples in tbeſe works (art we comd ut 
find bisparticalar dreltion ) ave te le taken divine, fo al/o 


the et poftl.s: having commiffiop 10 form and order the Gofpet 
Churches , theirdolirine and examples therein are by their 


* ner al Cimmiſſio warranted, and their practiſe in ftablifoing 
Lords day, is rhe Officers Orders of Churches, 


are to ut Lawes ( ſtil binding with thofe as pe-’ 


he wif of daa Mules too, to [et men tea work, and 
) promife to be with them and yet to forfake them, and ſuffer thens 
0 in bat bonſe which endure to 
end of the world. TNS? (1 
That practiſe then in the worſhipof God; which is 
rely contrary to can never or- 
derly 
And Sir, (if Imiſtabe not very much ) you have here: mar 
tofore laid as much to this point as any man in the word a * 
ean ſay, for — words in foureh 
| 


The 


> 
? 
. 
— 


Mr. Bax- 


— 


ficr aim: mitiye ptactiſe, be taken, Thi food we call the 
eft? 179: (ſaith Martyr, one of the moſt ancient 


( 30.) 


The beft patternes and examples under heaven are but fe- 
ducers 11 they fall ſbori ef or beſides the mord of God : the 


in junction from heaven very particular and preſ7; See thas 
shes make all things according te the pattern ſuewed thee in the 
Mount, Heb. 8 5. 


houfe of Ifracl, that they may be aſbamed of their iniquity, and 
let them meuſure the pattern, viz, to build; fay you (mark) 
with ALL POSSIBLE, BXACTNESSE according to 
it) W 2 

dies before Baptiſme, be not directly contrary to the pat. 
tern and confequently a diſorderly ptactiſe, let the world 


jud ge. 


1. By the Scriptures,where we have Chritt commandi np | 


baptifme prefently upon diſcipling, Aatb. 18.19 “whic 


ue fee the Apoftles practiſed with much faithfulnefs, in the 
Whole ſtory of the Acts, co which we have ſpoken al- 


. “te Where we find the erection of the fitſt famous Goſpel 
Church, the manner is thus reported, Ad 2. 41. . They 
gladly received the Word. 2. Werte baptiſed: And 3. 
They continued in the Apoſtles doctrine, and fellowſhi 5 
and breaking bread, and prayer: bat firſt you ſee, they 
were baptiſed, behold chen the pattern in the Mount; and 
muft not he be next to willingly ignorant that doth not fee 
this, that is ſo plainly written, that he that runneth may 
Why then, if all other patterns be but ſeducers, and that 
our duty is, to build with all poflible exactneſs according 
to the firſt pattern, have you not juftified ourfeparation 


from you, tor reſuſing to build according to this pat 


2. Let the judgement of the learned, touching the pri- 


the pi actiſe of abe primitive Church) 2 man 
admitted , butonely he that belti veth the craib of dedlvius; 


being 


And Exek, 4310. Son of Alan foew the honſe to the 


Now whether the Diſciples, fitting down in Church bo- 


B 4C bariſt, 
Fathers, from 
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(31) 
being wafird in the laver of Regeneration, for rt miſi ion of Vint , 
which wafhing he expreſſeth thus; Then( meaning after faith 


and prayer } they are bronghttethe Water, and are BORN 


AGAIN OR BeAPTISED, in the ſume way a6 we our felves 
were born again, for they are waſbed with water In the Name of 
the Father, Som and Spirit. But that which is home to my point 
is, that no Difciple touched the Euchatiſt, as he calleth it, 
till firſt baptiſed indeed, after Baptifme , then he ſitteth 
down with the body in full communion, but not be- 

3. As we have the Scriptures of our ſide, and the judge- 
ment of the learned on our fide, that this was the Primitive 
practiſe, ſo we had you your ſelf on our ſide at this point, 
when you writ your letter to Mr. Tho. Goodwin, p, 7. Co- 
venant ing is not lawful before Baptifme is ij evident, becauſe it 
is not lawfull for a Church to rect ive the unbaptiſed into fellow- 
tip with them, as Members of that body; neither is there ex- 
ample or APPEARANCE of warrast in Scripture, for 
ſuch a thing : And at that time you were as confident, as 
Confidence it felf could make you, of what you then 
\ wrote, as youthere affitm., or if you were not of other 

things, yet of this, becauſe you fay, and that according to 
» truth, That there ss neither example ner appearance of warrant 


Pag. 1. 


in Scripture for fucha thing: Yea, in that letter p. 5. EV. 


dent it u, that thofe that were added to the Cburch, nere ba 
ſed, befere this ss aſfirmed of ix. 
So that upon Principles of your own ( which is that 
we ought to build with all poſſibſe exactneſs accordifig to 
the pattern) you ate condemned. 1. By the Scriprures. 
2. By the learned. 3. Out of your ownmoath,all which 
ſpeak Baptiſme to goe before Church- fellowſhip. und con. 
ſeque ntly, to walk otherwife a diforderly practiſe; anſwer 
who can; And the truth is, if we are not to follow the 
cuſtomes of the Primitive Churches in worſhip, in every 
thing, that we can follow them in, with chis limitation, 
(,Rofitive.giving way to Morral,). which, they did under 
the Law, how ate they a pattern to us,how thal we naders 
| pon 


| 
‘ 
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(33) 

upon the whole matter then I conclude ; that though by 
faith men become the Sons of God, and that Chriſt own. 
eth all crue Beleivers for brethren; yet they have not there- 
by a prefene immediate right to full communion with the 
Church, ſimply upon that account, bec auſe the fame God, 
that ordained faith the meanes of adoption, hath ordained 
Baptifme to goe before vifible memberfhip into the Church 
of Chrift , much more before aconftant fitting down in 
full Church Communion, they then chat walk otherwifecaft 
off the Rule, and fo reproach the wiſdom of Chrift, com- 
— of the Rule as imperfect and become Judges of the 


Your fourth Confideration being of one 
heart and foul with the third, I fhall have 
the leſſe to fay to it, it is for ſubſtance 


this: 


Hat perſons that have fellowfhip and 
Common with God, are thereby im- 
mediately fittted for communion with 
the Church, without Baptifme , otherwife it is not 


Tbis Propofition Mr? Goodwhn foppofech proved by the 
14. Rom. 1, 2, 3. Hin that is weak, in the faith receive you. 
Again, let not him that catcth pife bim that catcth not; the 
reuſon, hy he mult be received and not defpifed jis; For Gea? 


— 
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(33) 
Zut how Mr. Goedwin,or any manelfe, can make this fol- 
tew from thence, that therefore all perſons that have fellow- 
ſhip with God, have a preſent right to Church communion 
without Baptiſme, I underſtand 
„For 1. Ibe weak in faith, that this Text ſpeaketh of, 
were baptifed perſons, which appeareth by the fixth chapter, 
where he uſeth cheir Baptifme as an argument to mortifica- 
tion, and a new life. That the words in the third verfe ( Se 
many of ut] is not partitive of the Difciples amongſt them - 
felves, which Brother Alen hath proved unanſwerably from 
the ſcope, to which Mr. Goodwin hath made no reply; and to 
as further clearing whereof I fhall {peak fomething in due 
ce. | 

1 2. Mr. Goodwin ſuppoſeth, that the object of receiving 
is into Church communion, ( when the Text faith , Him 
that is weak in the faith receive you) Which I humbly ap- 
prehend, is an Te conjecture, becauſe the Apoſtle 
writech to an eftablifh’d Church, whereof thofe weak ones 
were a part, which by vertue of theit memberſhip were al- 
ready in full communion with the Church... . 


Beſides, is it a reaſonable thing to imagine , that ſuch a 


thought would enter into the heartof the Church, to caft 
brethren out of fellowſhip with the Church of Chrift, 
that was regularly immembred , becaufe they were more 


ſelf deny ing than others, by eating hearbs,which they did un- 


to the Lord, Rem. 14.6 Surely the Church wanted no enhor- 
tation to that, fo that this caution therefore ferveth ſome 
other defign, as I humbly apprehend, namely, the common 
reſpect of Chriſtians, which ſtrong ones can hardly vouch- 
ſafe to the weak, for as the weak are apt to judge the ſtrong, 
fo the ſtrong te flight and deſpiſe the weak, which is the 
words of the Text, Ke. 14. 3. Let not bim that cateth DE. 
SPISE .bim that eateth not. 
nd, the rejection of 
them from Church communion, the Scripture ſaith no fuch 
thing, and for you to fay it, it is to be guilty of that.which 
you charge us with, namely, to take a half for a Whole, and 
to indulge a light appearance, and to let it pafs for an evident 


.. But by defpifing the m, to underſta 


and 


- 
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But 3. Suppoſe the word ( receive’ ) thould teſpec che 
Communion of the Church, and the Argument this,. That 
God having received the weak i into communfon with hime 
felf , it is the Churches duty to receive them into her com: 
munion: Doth it follow from thence , that it would be her 
duty to receivethem, diſorderly, into het cOmmnnion? To 
come a little clofer, (ornelins the you infance in 
from As 10.25 afearer of God, and er of 
riphtcoufnels, was ACCEPTED of God 
God had a purpoſe to adde him to the vifible C ach 1 00 
Chrift,hefendeth him to a Miniſter of Chriſt, and in fprreth 
him, to command Cornelius to be baptized , in the Name of the 
Lord fe(us, 10, 48. Neither doth Peter, notwith- 
ſtanding he was convinced of his being a perſon accepted 
of God, hold any Church communion wich bim before it, 
whatever he did aſ tert. 
4. If fellowfhip with God give iimedtacé right to fill 
communion withthe Church, fimply , upon that account, 
then not onely the godly of the Presbyterians have fuch a 
right, but the Epifcopal pafty too, nay, ‘tis probable, a mi- 
ny in the darkneſs of Popery (for I fuppofe no body cap 
be fo.uncharitable , as to think there re no perſons there 
upright } nay; to ew the unte aſonableneſs of this opi- 


Pagans debs nion, I could go further and fay , many amongſt che Hea- 
and 3 then, whieh in your judgement may be in the ftate of 


Theſe and all thefe have a prefentactoal, immediate right to to 
Churcheommanion, 


Ina word, as this principle’ was contrary to your judge- 
ment heretofore, ‘fo alfa hach ‘your practiſe been ever fince 


took up. the Church way; I remember not ose man, 


thereof, hut was orderly joya'd: according to the Inde- 
pendent principles. Nor one man that ever octaſionally 


oak bread with the Chureh, but it was matter of offence 


except were members of fome Church or 
other.’ 


Wü ehen way not te whofe eyes are not too heavyta to 


open, what a ftrait your oppoſing us bringeth you vn 


that ever fat down with the Charch , inthe conftant fellow 
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135) 


‘nainely , to turn head upon the principles of the way you 
walk in, and your own conftant prattife (and what man is 


he, who doth nat glory in n, whofe faith and practiſe ſtande tt 


vot in the. wiſdme of men, but in the power ef God , and that 1 Cor. 3. 21 


1 Cor. 2.5. 
James 2. 1. 


bath wot rhe faith of our Lord eſus Chriſt with reſpelt of per- 
fons) but muſt conceive with jcaloufies as {trong as death, 
that that cauſe which you now plead is not right, which 


putteth fo learned a man as r 1 to ſo defperate ‘ 


loſſe. 


Your! Confideration for fablance this : 


Hat learned men are not N Abet the 

exact fignification of the word BAP- 

 TIZO;.: whether it be to’ 4 Or not, 

therefore not fit for much let fach illiterate 

ones, to determine it, and build fo great a matter up- 
on it. * 


would it be to us to know the original at this point, it fecta- 


ech all the knowledge of the learned worketh not union 


— judgement about it, Jou confeſs they are not agteed for 
all tha. 
But 2. WN hether fearned men can agree e about the 
ſigni cation of thé word BAPTIZO or no, is of little 
confideration to us inthis ciſe, becdufe the Spirit éf God 
hath I reted it te our badd in the holy Scripture elſe- 
here, ely, in the 6. of Romans it ee and Colo/.2, 13. 
Therefore we are BURTE D, W ptiſine. 
Again being B URI bebe , where, 
in ‘We Keen ‘befidesimany other 
2 0 
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(36) 
So that if theſe Scriptures {peak of water Baptiſme (which 
is but few mens queſtion, That one of them doth . Ihave 
proved already, and would the other if need required it) 


there muft be a buriall of the body in water, where the 


Baptiſwe of the Goſpel of Chriſt is rightly adminiſtred, 


- otherwife' it is none of the Baptiſme of Chriſt, and the 


Apoſtles, and Primitive Churches. The late Annotators 
are much to be commended for their honeſt and upright 
dealing with the Scripture herein, upon this 4 verſe of the 
6. Remans, theſe words, Buried wsth him by Bapti/me, inthis 
phrafe , fay they, the Apoftle fecmeth to allude to the antient 
manner of Baptifm , wbich was to dipthe parties baptifed, and 
as it were to bury them under the water for a while, and then 
to draw them out of it, aud liſt them up, to repre ſent the burial 
F our old Man, and our Re{urretisen to newne/s of life. Ar 


gain y pon the B. of Ads 38. thefe words, They both t 


down into the water, and he baptiſed him: They ver? wank, “fay 
4 » 0 gc@.down into the water, and dip the whole body: As 
in the 3. arb. 16. So that their jadgement of the Text 
there alſo; And eſus when be was baptized went up 
way ent of the water. I fay,their een is, that his body 
was dipt by John in Perdan, and who can think otherwiſe 
with reaſon, for to what purpoſe ſhould he go to the River 
to be baptiſed, but becaufe there would be a want of much 
water? And how clear is this apprehenſion to an unpreju- 
diced mind, ſince that the abundance of Water is given for 
the reaſon of fobns baptiſing at Eno», John 3.33, And 
John al/o was baptiſug ia Enon, near to Salim, becanſe ther- 
was (MUCH wATER there.  ..... 
But befides,the 3, Marth. 16. faith of Jeſus, that when 
be was baptifed he went. Up ſtraitway OUT. of the 
water, And fo Mark 1. 9, 10, and how could he be faid 
to go up out of the water, except he fitſt went down into it? 
As the Scripture faith exprefly of Philly and the Eunuch, I 
fay as expreſly as they can fpeak, read elſe 4c, 8. 38 And 
Philip and the Eunuch went both DOWN INTO the 
water, and he baptiſed him, and when they were come 
ur OUT of che water: And can any body with any 
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telleth us, that in their Baptiſme they were BORN of 


womb of the water, hath a perfect Analogy toa natural ee Reft 


(37) 
thew of reafon conceive, thet they went down into the 
water to be fprinkled of the face. afin Martyr therefore 


: 


water, which he propoundethas their practife from the pri- 
mitive cuſtome. Now the whole man its coming out of the Mr. Baxſter 


birth, to which he doth allude; but in the ſprinkling of the P 
face there is no likeneſs at all to any fuch thing as a birth. 
Calvin himſelf, as much a friend as he was to Infant · ſprink- 
ling, yet was fo honeſt, as to affirm, its practiſe was not from 
the Word of Ged, but the CHUCRH HER TA. 
KING TO HER SELF THE LIBERTY, mean- 
ing, to vary from the Apoftclick practiſe, which was by 
plunging the body into the water, and this he acknou- 
ledgeth from Adr 8. 38. Philip and the Eunuch going 
down into the water, and coming up ont of it; and did not Con ee 
Cal vis underſtand the original? And doth he not further Zot, Ps 
plainly fay,this practiſe was taken up ſiace the beginning, for. 

of old the rite was to put all the body into the water. 

Or what if fo be, that the words t anſlited INTO. and 
Our Op, may from the Originall be rendted UNTO, 

and FROM, doth it follow, thut they muſt needs be ſo 
rendred in this place, or was they ever ſo tranflated by any 
one, ſince the new Teſtament was put into Engliſh? aad 
indeed how can it be with any reaſon thought they ſhould 
be fo ſiace it is plain, they were come unto the water before 
this is affirmed of them, that they went dom into it, by v. 36. 

which ſaith, they came unto a certain water, and the Eunuch 

laid, lo here is Water. 

But 2. Suppofe the words fheuld be fo tranflated here, 

would that force us to beleivethey went but to the water 

ſide, and not into the water, and that they came but from 

the water fide, and not UP out of the Blement of water; 

beſides, the cry of the Scriptures, lately mentioned, and the 
judgements of learned men upon them, which Mr, Baxſter 

well knoweth; ſurely every body that goeth into the water 
gdeth unto it firſt. 4 44 

Mr. Baxferallowcth the cuſtome of the Primitive times 
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p. 135. of his plain Scripture proof, arguing againſt the 
neceſſity of dipping, fait 
. It is not yet proved by any, that dipping was the Pri- 
mitive practiſe, whichis ſtrange, ſince he himſelf giveth u 
“2 the judgement of fuſtin Martyr as orthodox, who rela- 
ting their way of baptiſing from the Primitive times, p. 139, 
of Saints Reſt, faith’, That they are brought to the water, 
and are BORN again, or baptiſed, doth not that impſy 
their dipping > ho elſe is there the leaſt reſemblance be- 
tween an ordinary birth and their baptifme ? and is not 
an Analogy therein aimed at? but Ireferrethe Reader to 
what hath been ſaid to this point already: but I cannot 
but mach wonder, that Mr. Baxfer fhould fay, that the 


read Acts 16. 33. And be teck dem the fame hour of the 

* vig ht, and waſbed their ftripes * and Was baptifed he ana al bis, 
rait way; but where he was baptifed is not ſet ſlo wn. 

But the next words rather give us, that it was not in the 
houſe, becauſe preſently after the mention of his baptiſme 


ſently upon beleiving, not to the place here, or the manner 


of doors than in the houſ . 
But what need we grope in che dark? doth not the light 
fhine bright fr om other Scriptures, why ſwuld we think 
Jaylors baptiſme to differ from all other mens. dil 

But Mr, Baxſter objecteth further, that the River Enow 


fay; is that a man may almoſt ſtep over.: 

Whatever Travellers fay, I hope Mr. Baxter ; that hat 
written fe much to prove theScriptures trot hiwitk beleive the 
plain Word of God, ‘namely, that there was much water 
there then, when Pub» baͤptiſed there, \whatcyer there may 


water there when Jobe baptiſod there, as deubelefs there 
was, 


_Jaylour was baptiſed in his houſe, doth the Scripture fay.fo >) 77 


be when the Traveller was there. There.tnaghtcbe much | 


are patterns to us, (wich the limitation fotmetly ſpoken of) 


the Pext faith, He brought them into the ho, fo that though) |. 
this Text ſpeaketh clearly, onely to his being baptiſed pre- 


how , yet it giveth more ground to beleive it was done out 1 
the 


(vbere the Text faith was MUCH water, which alſois 
given for the reuſon why ohr ha ptiſed there) Travellers 
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(39) * 
was, or the Scripture would not fay fo, and yet litile enougli 
pafs *d that way that Mr Bax ſpeak- 
Doth not the Scriptures fay, Pfal 107, 33, 34 He turns 
eth Rivers into a-wildernefs | and into dry 
greund, for the wickednefs of them that dwell thereis? Nay, 
doth he not threaten the ener, Pfalm 42. 15. That he 
would dry up their pooles , and promiſe, when he reftoreth 
35 7. Their preſent drineſs then is no argument that there 
was not much water in ches dayes. Ne 
But honeſt Reader. is not this an ugly ſuggeſtion, infinte- 
ly diſparaꝑing the Seriptures? Is the report of Travellers 
any thing to us, againſt the expreſs Word of God, and doth 
not Mr. Bar urge the report of Travellers as confide: 
rable tothe contrary, of what is written in the Word > I 
offer not this as any Argument, that Mr. Baxfir hath not 
a due eſſeem of the Scripture, No, no, f pray God ftrengthen 
my faith in them, and make it equalſ to his; he is a perfon 
that my foul honoureth, for his edge God: ward; hut to 
fhew the Reader what eauſe he hath to ſuſpect that cauſe, 
that putteth ſuch learned men, as Mr. Godwin and Mr. N- 


ftr is, upon fuch ſtrange adventures to make it good. In 


the mean time, thou eanſt not lightly but fee, that we have 
the plain words of Seripture on our ſide, that their ‘frouth 
is open, and choir heart enlarged, to juſtifie our ptictiſe, 
but they will neither be courted not forced to ſpeak againft 


But Mr. Baxſter farther objetech againſt the neceſſity of 44 
dipping, thus, The thing ſer font by the rale P. 
the fign nerd not exceed the thiug piu Scrip- 
ified: I confefs the fign need not exceed the thing fig- e. 
nified ; but it isfarre from the truth, that ſprinkling, r aß 
waſhing that is not by dipping can be any ſiga of all the 
holy thing figmfied in baptiſme, which is plainly’ ft down 
in the Roman. 4 and (olof?2. 12. Being buried with hin 
in HBaptiſme, wherein alfo you are rifen wich him: If the 
Baptiſme of the New Teſtament, ſealed in Chriſts heute 
bloud, 


of waſbing or ſprin kling. an 


them, that he will make their thirſty lands ſprings Iſaia 
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bloud, be the ſign of Death, Buriall and Reſurrection, then 
is not ſprinkling, or any Wafhing that is not by dipping, 
ſufficient to ſignifie it, but the Baptiſme of the New Tefta. 
ment isa fign of Death, Buriall and Reſurrection, tis plain 
inthe Text; Mr.Baxfer acknowledgeth both thefe Scrip. 
turesto be meant of water Baptiſme, p.342. Of hisScrip. 

As for thoſe Scriptures, namely, 1 Corrinth. 6. 11. Titus 
P. 135.0 3: 5. with fome others, which Mr. Baxfer inſtanceth in, 
Strife as hinting che ſpiritual good things fignified by Baptifme 
freof. I acknowledgethey reſpect a part of the good things ſig- 
nified by baptiſme, namely, the ſoules cleanfing from fin by 
Chriſts loud, but not all, nor indeed half what he intended 

to ſignifie by Baptiſme. 
But what fhould thereafon be, that Mr. Baxfters defign 
being to enumerate the Scriptures, {peaking of the holy 
thing fignified in baptiſme, ſhould leave out the two grand 
capital Scriptures to the point, namely, Col. 2.12. Roman. 
6.34. Is it not, becaufe his opinion cannot look them in the 
face without blufhing ? there being no fign of Death, Bu. 
tiall or Refurre@ion, or any fuch like thing in fprink- 

ling. 

Bh that Mr. Baxſter would lay to heart thĩs one confi- 
der ation, and confider once again the high and holy defign 
of Chrift in Baptiſme, which conſidered evinceth againſt 
all contradiction, that the form can be no other, but by dip. 
ing, orburying the body in water: his deſign, what is it, 
ut to make the Gofpel word, and the Gofpel figure to 
i Cor. 253 anſwer one anotber, as face anſwereth face in the water, 
Kom, 4,2, and to be brother Preachers of the fame do@rine , namely, 
Compared. the death of Chrift for finners , and the finners duly to die 
with Rom. to fin, and to ſuffer for and with Chrift ? Chrifts reſurrecti- 
S . on for the ſinners juftificatien, the finners duly to rife to 


Col. 3. 1.  Chrifistifehere, becauſe of the bleſſed affurance of a glo- 


tTious reſu rection to eternal bliſſe with Chriſt hereafter. all 


which holy docttine, whichis the ſubſtance of the Gofpel, 
Ap Cé is preached in baptiſme, as well asthe Word, which maketh 
¥ 4 Cie Mr. Perkins fay thus, The preaching of the word, and the 
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adm ni ſtxutt iom of theSacraments, ik Sub ſtunce, for 
in the one the wil , God is SEEN, and in the other 

No where is the will of God touching Chriſts Heath. 
Buriall and and our deach, burial and refur- 
rection with him, feen in the {ptinkling Of childrens faces? 
Oh that we had animpattiallJudpet “= 

The Apoftle affirmeth of the Goſpel, 2 cœigb. 3. 18 
That we all uith open face behold, 28 in a glaſſe, che glory 
of che Lord. And doth not the Apoſti'è chiefly intend the 
Sacraments of the Gofpel by the metaphor of a glaſs, be- 
cauſe they reſpect the eye as a glaſs doth whereas the Word 
preached reſpecteth the eare? And if we do but conſider 
why Chrift would have the Goſpel preached (namely, to 
affect the hearts and foules of men with the goodnefs 
thereof) It will eafily appear, that the fofm of baptifme 
can be no other but by dipping’, becaufein any othet way 
the fign will no way anſwer the thing ſignified, and ſo the 
glaſs being defaced, the heart is not affected by the eye for 
Want of arefemblance, whereas otherwiſe the Ordinances 

bein adminiſtred according to the laſt will ef 
5 Ackere is a full correſpondence between fign and thing 
fignified,chey 


hatid in hand with the Word, excellently 


a aiding and aſſiſting the holy deſign of the Word preached, 
t when adminiftred upon the right Gefpel ſubject; namely, 
Diſeiple to Chtiſt, brich Mt. p. gor. 
t, of plainScripmreproofy callech, che moſt fully capabie fabs 
0 jects, che moſt eminent fubj-cts, the moſt excellent ſubiects, 
r, and of whom the Seriptate fully ſpeaketh: In the fame 


place complaineth of Infant: baptifme, as daiłk in Scripture, 
and hard to find, notwithſtanding his flouriſh of plain 
Scriptute proof for 
Bie aſten therefore oh ye beavens , and borribly afrnid ob 
earth, that ſuch a filly Worm as Man is, ſuch chimb le full 


deface that glaſſe, which repreſenteth Chriits glory, and 
blurre the laſt will ef im hbſe dę u | 
all appear tebe restive. 
ceds 


of doſt, fhould. dare to change Chriſts Ordinances, and 


2 Cor. 5. ro 
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in ſubſtance with the firit, I felerre the Reader to 
my Anfwer to that, in which thou ſhalt find the 
2 this alto , onely there is a remarkable 
age inthe of it, which I ſnall have 
0088 onto ſpeał to, when Teometo anfwer the 
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5A) WIGS yiri ts Hite 
Your: Seventh: Confideration for fub- 


10 3¥9 ia 


Hir in G. of Hebe. the ward 
Babti mes, whichss there reckoned 
the foundations; or beginning doctrines of 


the plural number, not to 
determine, whether by’ it be not meant variety of 


in baptif ng, or a variety. Of Jubyettsof Be: 
ime, rather thau a varigty of nes. 
ner hy fhould that be hürd to you or any 
man elſe which the Scripture hath made eaſie? 

ler variety of, ſubjects the Scripture is filet re * 

ol no ſubjects, but diſcipled perſons, made ſo by teaching, 

v of baptifing Diſriples, where is there 
fo much aswhifpered ? But as for variety of 
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is the Ordinance of ie Church, the other; namely ; that of Luke 12. 3 
the Spirit and afflictions, being ‘metaphorical | and by way 
of Analogy, to that which is really and: proper, is called 
Baptiſme; yet Dr Laßbington upon the place ſaith, that the 
Siriac Tranflation trendreth the word Baprifme: in the fin- 
gular number: but be it otherwiſe, why fhould we take 
and ditch, when high-way lieth before 


* 
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Nat. er upon this accompt, is a 


~~ 
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with my heart: ak Schiſme i 18 4 fin * 


of nature, and of deep demerit, 7 that for 
ſotr you giye: but that outs is whtich co 
— Tutterl ‘deny. * 
Where ever Schifme is there’ i but it doth 
not follow, ‘where ever ſeparation is chat there! is Schiſme, 
2 Corinth. 6. 17. Come ont from among it them, aud be ye 
faith the LordGod and wi be A Achertunto 
Nets dy ei fay feparation of the Text, is fint 
cannot be but ‘a body fegufarly 
united ‘ace the direction of Chriſt, ‘andthe ex- 
umple tive Churches, becanfe we have 4 
tive draw f from every brother th tt walk“ 2 Thel. 6. 


di in the ‘er more that 
| is 
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dne  praperredl Bapt iſme, namely, that with water which Math. 3. 71. | 
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is not built upon the principles of the doGrine of Chriſt, 
I mean thoſe, which (by Chriſts order) concern orderly 
joyning, but yours is ſuch a one, and therefore ſeparation 
bean be no fchitme, which onely reſpecteth Churches of a 
te gular conſtuution, ſuch as the Church of Cyrinth was, 
and the reſt of the Churches mentioned in Scripture. 

Sir, when you can ſhew us a rule from Chrift to gather 
(ur ches without Baptiſme, in all the new Teſtament, then 
what you fay corcerning us will eome home te us, and we 
fhall be found guilty of that hainous fin: But Sir, if no 
{uch rule appear from Chriſt, nor any ſuch Church appear 
in all the Word of God, then will not our feparation from 
you be found that which the Scripture calleth Schifme, but 
aconfcicatious with-drawing to perfect the work of refor- 
mation, accotdiag to our folemn vow to the moſt High, 
which yet would have been our duty, whether we bad vowed 
it or no. 
But 2. Why ſhould our ſeparating from you be count- 
ed Schiſme, more than your feparating from the Fariſh 
Churches? is not out ground the very felf fame which 
yours’ then ah And what cih youfay to Mr. Baxfer, 
who chargeth you with Schiſme for with- drawing from the 


P. 193. of Nationall Church, which we cannotanfwer you with: He 
bis Scripture calleth you Church-Renter, as yen do us, andanundone 
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perſon, amongſt others upon that account, that are as pillars 
of Salt in his eye. And is it not ſtrange, that Mr, Goodwin 
ſhould be ſo buſie with the word Schiſme, ſchiſmatick and 
fchifmatical, as to uſe them eight times in 30. lines, againſt 
his freinds, for doing that which himſelf hath given them aa 

exampleinuponthefameground, . 
But 3. and laſtly, As the fatall Apoſtaſie frem the pure 
Ordinances of Chriſt, and the example of the Primitive 
Churches in worſhip, was graduall, ſo hath the recovery of 
n purity been; now a little and then a little, as it 
ath pleaſed God to communicate light to his upright ones, 
that he hath uſed in the reformation , but it hath been won, 
4s it were by inches, and ſtill been made coſtly to the Names 
at leaſt of the Inſttuments, they all bear this burthen which 


now 
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now Mr. Goodwin chargeth us with, of fchifme. 

The Pope crieth Schifme and Herefie after. the Churchof 

England, for renouncing communion with the Church of 

Rome. The Piſhops cry Schifme after fome of the Presby- 

terians. The Presbytetians cry Schifme after Mr. Goodwin, 

and all Separatiſts from the National Church, which with- 

drawings have heen fo many ſteps towards primitive purity : 

Now Mr. Geedwin crieth Schifme (pretty liberally too) 

after us, who have gone a few fteps farther in chesfame 

path ¢ which as yet his heart ferveth him not to proceed in) which Rute 
that we may reach the things we have beard from ihe lxgin-· Calvin con 
wing, 1 John 2. 24. That we may ſtand couple at in c4LL 
the will of God, Coloſ. 4.12, And walk, in ALL the S 
Ordinances and Commandments of Godblamele/s, Zachary d. art from. 
and Elizabeth did, Luke 1. 6. And keep the Ordinances as they 

were delivered io the Churches of old, by the A poftles from 
Corift,which was matter of praiſe to the Church of ( vrinth, 

as longasthey ſo kept them, 1 Cor. 11. 1. 12 

Which that we may doe. we find the fame cauſe to ter 

nounce the National Baptiſme, which Me, Cocdmis hat 

done to renounce the National Church, which is the very 

baſis and foundation of it, and that without which it is not 
eafie to conceive, how it could come to paſſe at firſt, or how 
it ſnould ſtand long. 
Well Sir, its not long ere your work and ours, will, bg 
tried, you have judged early, but our comfort is, that this 
is but mans day; Chrift isnot farre off, whofe cauſe we 
plead, and then not he that commendeth himfelf is ap- 
proved, but he whom God commendeth, then ſha 
every man have praife of God, (ome herd. Jeſus, come 
quickly, 1 Cor, 4. 5. 


1 Cor. 4,3. 
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Hat itis but a carnal (cremony , fo’ 
acknowledged by Mr. Lawrence, nom 
Lord Prefdent. whom yon. file one of 


sit: thong Mr hath tiled Baptifnies car- 
rl Ceremony, 1 pray Sir, where hath the holy Spirit called 
any of the Ordinances of the New Teſtament carnal Or- 
dinances is ttue; the Ordinances of Aoſe, are called 
Carnal Ordinances, by the holyspitit, Hebr g. to. which 
laſted until the ritheof re the Text, or Chriſts 
time, wherein the Church hath new Ordinances given by 
Cbritr bimſelf, whereof Baptiſme is one, and given by 
Chrift, as a Reformer of what was carnal. therefore to call 
Chrifts Ordinafi¢es carnal, I humbly conceive, apreéthinot 
to the form of wWwkölſome words, and the rather, becauſe 


1 beginning» wich the Gofpel 5 asthe Galarians did rt who be- 


re ic, and put on Chriſt in Ba ptiſme, they are ſaid to 
in in the Spirit, Galat.3. 3. unto ich thecarna! Ordi- 
+ Se Of the Law are oppoſed under the word fleh, dre 
ye fo focliſb, having begun in the Spirit, are c nom de perfelt 
the 
8 When Mr. Lawrence calleth ita carnal Cere- 
mony, it is onely in regard of the outward act, which re- 
ſpecteth the fleſu or outward man, abſtract from the ſpiri- 
— defign of Chriſt in it, but otherwife in his judgement, 
as well as ours, an Ordinance very fpiritual , and full of the 
wiſdome and Spirit of God; for proof of this, I teferre — 
Reader 
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Reader to his book of Baptiſme, but eſpeci ally to his Di- 
fcourfe, from p. 10 f. to 11. 
3. And laftly , That the want of it rendreth beleivers 
unfit for any {picitual communion (I amfarre from chink: 
ing ſo) but that it rendreth them unit for that full com- 
munion, which a Church of Chriſt, in the right order of 
the Gofpel, enjoyeth; that I do beleive ; and have given a 
full aceount ot it already, in anſwer to your third Confi- 
deration: And as for making work for eon Crucifixi- 
on of Chriſt, L fappofe Sir, that which made it at firſt, 
is moſt like to doe it the fecond time, and that was fin 
and diſobedience, not righteouſneſs and full walking with 
Chrift; according to the rules received of bim. n 
* 
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Vour tenth Conſideration fer ſub- 


wr, 
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919 


WW Gnorance in ſome things concerning the myftery 
/ Chrift, found either in a Church, or particular 
Xperſens, hinaretb not then lawful communion in 
4 ( hurch way, for then there woulal be none fit be⸗ 


cauſe the beſt know but in part, therefore not ta 


If by the word Church, be meant an orderly joyn’d 
Church, made of fit matter, according tq the Command of 
Chrift, tis moſt true chat you fay , that Ignotance in many 
things will not render their communion unlawfull, and your 
reaſon good and ſound. 
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(4%) 
this will not prove, that baptiſed Diſciples 
fully ſit down in Church bodies with unbaptiſed, becauſe 
ſuch con junctions are diſorderly (as I have proved at 
large) and conſequentiy ſinfal, and fo not to be in- 


dulged, but corrected and ee according to che 

But why doth Mr. Geodwin tell us fo often of judging 
our brethren unclean for communion? Is it we that jud 
Col. 26. you? or is it not rather the Rule of the ord: Jefus? All 
Chriftians are commanded to walk after Chriſt, and that 
in, matter of Ordinances as well as faith) and if fo doing, 
judge you, it isnot we that judge you,bur.Chrift: ,Tistrue, 
Heb. 11. . in à ſenſe we judge you, as Nu by obedience judged the 
old world, but it is our grief, that there is occaſion for it. 
Eut have we judged yes any otherwife than you have 
judged the godly, Pres 


yterians of Coleman tract) if we 
be finners herein, you cannot be righteous, except the fame 
action may be grace and holineſs in one man, whichis fin 
aud unwurthinefs in another, and that too when done under 
much the like circumſtances. . 
Therefore thon art inexenfable ob man, who ever thou art, 
thas judgeft , for wherein thou juageſt another thon condemncft 
thy [elf , far thou that juageft Anot ber doſt the [ame thing’, 
Roman.2.1. If you will needs find fault with us, you mutt 
fepent, and return to the Varifh again. 

1 Pet. a. 20, foul fecrite gious \Churth, 
21,22, 23. breakers; Lanfwer, hereunto are we called, from the ex- 
aniple of Chrift, when we are reviled, aot to revil- - 
gain, but to commit our ſelves to him that judgeth righte- 
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* Your eleventh, Conſi 115840400 follow ech, 
and for. ſubſtance this: 


Hat Bapti ine in no principle 
of a true Church, yea probably no part of 
Churchſhip, or the vsftbility thereof aud 


155 the Apoftles did not ſo look upon it as being ei⸗ 
ther. Becaufe in his infeription.to the Churches, 


he mentioneth thei⸗ to be Saints 
c. but not their Baptifme. 2. It is not tientic 
onted. by. way of commendation , either of Church 
or perſen, more than the other Ordis 


That weſlemial to atight-rsifed Church of 
Chrift that without it there can be none in the right order 
ot the Goſpel, I have in my 
third Confideration. 

Io the Reaſons you give, ahy che Ap did not look 
upon the Baptiſme of the Churches as any part of their 
charchfhip or vifibility. chereof, I ſhall now addrefs: my 
ſelf to make anfwer,: . Your firſt is q hecauſt ind the in- 
foription of his Epittles’ to the Churches, he mentio nethi 
their faith with divers other: ‘things; their: 
chis be ground to thut 
not upon theimBaprifme., asany part of churehſhg 
viſtbiliey thertof o tren neither was their premthing, ar hear- 
ing the Words nor 


another, 


— 


14 
= 


another, nor admonition in caſe of fin, neither is the great 

duty of prayer, any part of their churchthip or vifibility 

thereof, fot᷑ there is none of all theſe mentioned by name 

in the inſcriptions of his Epiſtles to the Churches; but I 

know itis farre from Mr. Gocdwin to ſay, that theſe duties 

were no part of their churehfhip or viſibility thereof, and 
if thefe were not, I marvell what were: This therefore is 
fo farre from being a reaſon, that it hath ſcarce the appear- 
it is not mentioned in Scripture by way 


But 2. You fa¥, | 
of commendation mote than other Ordinances. 
Here Sit, but (with reſpect to your gravity, and my 
on obligation of refpects to you) I muſt craye leave, for 
tte truch fake, to fay, that our affirming there can be no true 
raiſed Church without Baptiſme, doth not force us to find, 
that Baptiſme muſt be commended in Scripture above other 
Ordinances, nothing lieth upon us, but to ſne what fervice 
Chriffhath appointed it to, and not what preheminence of 
commendation the Scriptures give to it above other Ordi- 
nances; neither doth Chriſts choife of this Ordinance, 
for the fervice we {peak of, neceſſarily imploy the fuper- 
excellency of it above others; no more than faith, its juſti · 
fying us and not love, proveth faith to bea more noble 
grace in the nature of it than love, love is ſaid to be great- 
er than either faith or hope, 1 Corsath, 19013, love being a 
grace, having the whole world for hae 
aitha receiving, yet notwithftanding the honour of that 
high and excellent ſervice of our firſt juftification is given 
to faith, and not to love, Rem. l. Gal. 16. 
So here, though Baptifme ſhould be found a leſſe noble 
act of obedience than ſome others, yet it will not follow 
from thence ; that its not the Ordi of initiation into 
the vifible body.of Chriſt. For.a Souldiet ta behaye him- 
felf worthily asa Seuldier , more commendeth him to God 
andi men than bisdifting himſelf, yet id he not reputed a 
member of the Atmy without.it; Let this therefore ſuſfice 
to be ſpoken againſt all the inſinuations you. give thraugh- 
aut your book ageink Raptiſmes, having the honour of 
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entring pet ſons into the vifible body of Grit»; becauſe of 


the meannefs of it, leaſt you be found reproveable for 


objecting againſt Baptiſme for the bodies vifible incorpo · 
ration, as the Jews was againſt faith for juſti fication, becauſe 
to them works ſeemed more fightly and agreeable to their 


reaſon. 
Vour twelfth Conſidetaon for firb- 


ſtance this: 


o perfons they are who are utmeet 
for Chriſtian communion, he mentioneth, fornicators, 
covetous, railers, and the like; but never unbaptifed 


— 


ris true, Paul was wiſer than to write amy thing in his 
Epiſtles to the Churches, by which he fhould ſuppoſe them 
guilty of that wherein he knew they were not in fault; doth 
he not write to the whole Church ef Corinth, 1 Corinth. 1. 
13. Were ye baptifed in the Name of Pa? nay 1 Cor.12. 
13. Doth he not fay, We are ALL baptiſed? And deth 
he not praiſe them, 1 Corinth. 11.2. that for the matter 
of Ordinances, they had kept them, As he delivered 
thera unto them? and he delivered them from Chrift ; 
1 Corinth. 11.1, and we have proved already, that Chrifts 


Order was to baptiſe all the Piſciples prefently with out 


; "And if allthst hath been faid in anfwer to your third 
Conſideration, be not point, I 


Chriſtian (hurches, what manner. 


1 Cor. 5. 11 
1 3.6. 
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e Reader to lay to heart that whieh follow. 


eth. | 

To prove that no perfons were reputed of the vifible 
body of Chrift before Baptifme , and canfequently farre 
enough from fitting downin Church ſocieties without it, 
I prove from the 4. of the Ephefans 4, 5. There is one bo- 
dy, which at the 13. verſe is in plain termes and in words at 
length called, the body of Chriſt: Now that by the word 
body he did not mean it onely of the particular Church of 
Epbeſus, or any other 1 Church of Chriſt, but of 
the univ er ſal body of Chrift, it appearetk by that which he 
affirmeth concerning the body, which belongeth no more 
to the Church of Fpbeſus, than to any fingle Chriſtian; 
yea, thoſe many things wherein they are one, he affirmeth 
as belonging to them in common with all the Scripture 
Chriftians inthe World: Now to accommodate his defign 
of ‘peace and dove in the body, he proceedeth to mention 
the many things wherein that body is one „which hédeli- 
vereth as ſo many notable Characteriſtical marks, whereby 


all the members of that body may be known from all the 
world, 0 


theſe marks 1 would fix the eye of the Reader, 
behold then the Scripture marks of all the members of the 

vifible body of Chriſt. WANG 
1. They have one Spirit. 2. One Hope. 3. One 
Lord. 4. One Faith. 5. One BAPTISME. 6 One 
God and Father of all, whois above all, and in all, and 
hath Chriſt linked their onenefs in Baptifme | wich their 
union ia thofe other things, yea, placed it in the order of 
words, before their oneneſt in teſpect of God, who is the 
Father of them all, as being altogether the chatacters of 2 
member of that body we fpeak of: and doth he {péak ac- 
cording to the form of wholfome words that faith , men 
may de vifible members without it, or will Chriſt hold that 
man puiltlefs ; that ſtriyeth to break this chain, which he in 
wiſdome hath linked together ? That the Text {pcaketh of, 
reall proper Baptifme with water, and not of metaphorical; 

. As for that which fome conceive (though a 
2 | A 


Hii 

| 
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the Baptiſme of the Spirit, namely ; the common fruits ot 
the Spirit , ſuch as faith, that he ſpoke of before, as that 
wherein they were one, in diſtinctihn from Bap- 
tiſme. 1. 
Secondly, As for that which is in truth the Bap- 
tiſme of the Spirit, namely, ſpeaking with tongues and 
the like, that cannot be meant, becaufe'the Baptiſme here, 
is affirmed of all the members of the body’; of whem that 
cannot be truly faid : I undetſtand therefore by Baptiſme, 
in the fourth of the Epefians, the Church Ordinance of Bap- 
tiſme: with watet, by which the Apoſtle affirmeth both 
Jewes and Gentiles put on Chrift, 644 3. 27 
And further, how can any one imagine, with any thew 
of reaſon, that in the primitive times, there was any fuch 
confafion, as the fitting down of baptifed, with unbaptiſe d 
Difciples: Since its plain. 
1. That Chriſt commanded their baptifine preſently af- 
2. That the A 
example. | | 8 
3. Where any backwardneſs appeated the “Servants of 
God haſtened the Diſciples to Baptiſme, Ariſe, why terri- Ads 22.16 
eft thou? faith Ananiasto Paul. And truly it is a remark- | 
able thing that though Paul had faſted three dayes, yet after 
his difcipling be is haſtened to Baptifme wa oe he is permit- 
ted to eat meat, Auro. 18 
4. We read not of one difcipled perſon that ever reſuſed 
Baptiſme. 
5. Confidering the judgement of thé Spirit of God 
concerning thoſe Rabbi men that did refitfe Baptiſme, or | 
FobasMiniltry , whereof Baptiſme was ‘a part, which was, Luke 7.29. 
that they rejected the cotinfell of God agdinſt themfelves : : 
I fay, confidering allthis, with what is offered in Anſwer 
to your third Confideration, it is, I hambly apprehend, one 
of the moft unreafonable apprehenfions that ever was 
founded upon the Seriptu res. 
And now let the world judge, whofe building is Nabel, 
whether ours, that anfwereth the Rule to: a hairs breadth, 


poſtles fo practifed it, as we find, in every 


94 


Or 


or yourswhichis quite belides it, and here Sir we challenge 


you, to make out your opinion and practiſe from the Scrip- 
ture; as we make out ours, or elſe your great words, rhetori- 
call flouriſhes, angry invectives, being in a manner the belt 
of your ftrength, wherewith you fight withus, muſt all goe 
tor tubbiſh and dirt. 
But you fay, in caſe you ſhould releive the poor, and 
grant us (that the Sun ſnineth at noon- day) that in the 
Primitive times was no ſuch confuſion of baptiſed Diſci- 
ples holding communion with unbaptiſed, yet hom we 
fenow, that in caſe there had been any unbaptiſed brethren, 
whether the Apoftle would have prohibited communion 
with them, as well as with forntcators. 


To this Lanfwer , if by communion be meant that fall 
communion which orderly Churches enjoy, I make little 


doubt but he would: 
1. Becauſe he was fo full of this point of advifing the 
Difciples to punctuality in the point of order, Col. 2. 6. 
1 (or. 14. 40. 4 
2. Becauſe he praiſed the Church of Corinth for keeping 
tbe Ordinances As he delivered them unto them, 1 Cor. 
3. Becauſe order he looked upon as a beautiful thing, 
and rejoyced to behold it in the Church of Coloffe, Cela. 
“ Becauſe he cautioneth the Chureh to take heed of 
Philofephers, that through vain deceit would bring them to 
diforder, Col. a2 g. 
3. Becauſe when any diforder grew in the Church, he 
took ſuch care to have them corrected, Titus 1. 85. 
6. Becauſe he ſaith, his word was not yea and nay, 2 Ce. 
118. as fallible mens are now, heing guided in his orden 


— 


by an infallible ſpirit. 

So that to ask, whether Pau would not have prohibited 
the Churches to hold communion with unbaptifed perſo 

is to ask, whether Paul would not pulldown with one hand 
what he buildeth up with anether, 


But 


| 
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ut good Reader, Mr. Goodwsn one ueſtion, 
and I would ask thee another, and it is, whether thou doft 
not think in thy conſcience, Mr. Goedwin, hath the wrong 
end of the ſta ffe in this controverfie 2 and whether the pute 
ting this queftion do not difcover it? and whoit is that 
buildeth upon light conjectures , loofe ſuppoſitions, pre- 
{nmptuous{elf-imaginations, Mr. Goodwin, or his poor bre- 
thren of di Ps as she calleth hem 
Od5 


44844 


Confidetatioat for fub- 
ſtance this? path 


is at fame offen ive, bre 
thenſome and Nie vous to she ‘Aefh “and 
‘that for Men and Nomen, being 


weak and tender of conſtitution, io 775 to it in 


winter and cold Jeafons., . 15:46. expreſſt a tempting of 
Ged , #8 pafSing through the fre woul be. 


which f° Experience hath proved thisto 
be the vaineft infinuation of all the reſt, there being not 
one perfon, that 1 yet knew fince: We came into this 
way, youn “thou ptiſed inthe depth of winter, 
that in cheit health, the vate of 
the leaſt ſome that bave been aged 
and weak in body have profeffed, that ſiace the time of their 
obedience to Chrift in this Ordinance of his, they have not 
fonad thoſe weakne formerly they were 
Wik, ne queftion bf n cafe of ſickneſs ) ‘God will hav. 


| and ngs facri end God will the wills of 


ali. 


W foch 


Ihen 2. Isit not a notable Argument, to perfwade Mr. 


knoweth above all the Profeflors of Religion in the world 


¢36) 
fachfor their decd: but will that excufe-thofe that are in 
health ? or dotb Mr. Gosdwin think, that feores of fons, 
I mighe fey hundreds of aged and weak perſons, that have 
been baptiſed without dammage, might have paſs d throupt 
the fire with as little liurt, ot if indeed Mr. Goodwin hath rea. 


fon to judge the danger to be fo great? 


Geod uin to caſt in his lot with theſe men, becauſe theſe God 


befides, becauſe though muracles are ceafed, and dead as to 
others, yet it ſeemeth are alive to them, and they daily find 

the manifeſtation of Gods out- ſtretched arm for their pre- 

fervation, that as God took care of the Jewes, hen they 
went! upto worfhip at ferafalem ,'that it ſhoulſd not enter 

into the heart of their enemy to invade their Land, fo doth 
he order the element of water, that the wor ſhippers of Chriſt, 
by being born of it, ſnall have no loſſe, their bodily health 
ſhall not be invaded by it. 
But 3. It is verꝝ true, that the ſpiritual defign of Gat 
in Baptiſcre, being partly to fepreſent Chriſts for 
and to oblige us to the death of all fin, it hath pleaſed h 
and that in great wiſdome, to order the buriall of the ho- 
dy in the element of water, thatthe bitter fufferings of the 
Lotd Jeſus for fianers may be remembred, by the help of 
that ſenſible ſigu. herein Nature hath a genie tah of fome 
fuffering , though not at all to its inconvenience. And 
whereas you ſay, that Baptiſme was ordained for Piſciples 
of the fitſt peep out of the fhell, and greateſt weakneſs in 
the faith, and from thence 1 that ſurely Chriſt intend- 
ed it not to be ſo offenfive to the fleſn and the rathex, hecauſe 
the other Sacrament. which y ft iß Apdained:for the ſt ang. is 
of more xelcome import t. 
To this anſner. L. ‘Tis tine, Baptilne was ordgined 
for young Difciples, but that chisigany Ar it 
thould not be pm 


will be my Piſciple, let him deny bimfelf , take xp bis 


croſſo 
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($7) 
treſſe daily and follow me: and to thoſe chat were Looking 
towards Chriftianiy, Chrift putteth the worſt to them, 
and therefore would have them fic down and caft up the 
1 

In the 8. of Math 20. To the Scribe that ſaid, A4. 
Fer, Iwill follow thee whither{. oe ver Fefus faith 
te him, the foxeshave holes, the birds and have nefts, but 
the Son of man hath not where to his head, 

But 2. Why you ſhould fay the ether Ordinance is 
provided for the ſtrong, as if it were ſii appropriately to 
them, and excluſive of the weak, (or othrwiſe where ſieth 
any ſtrength inthe Argument ) this is at onely unſcrip- 
tural, but anti- ſcriptural, 4s 2. They ill both weak and 
ſtrong, all that gladly received the word snd were baptiſed, 
continued in the Apoſtles doctrine, an fellowfhip, and 
breaking bread, and prayer, and indeed ore for the weak 
fake than the ftrong, who had lefs nees ; and fo Lappeal 
to the confcience of the judicious Rea Set what weight 
there is in all this Argument againſt us, nd whether theſe 
be not carnal complaints againſt che hadnefs of Chriſts 
yoak,and the fruit of fach workings of heart ag was found 
in Peter, Math, 16.23. 4 3 


Vour fourteenth Confideration for fub- 
iiſtance this : 


for perfins ta miftake in the matter of 
Baptifme, 
tobe baptifed after beletving | becauje they 
junge ver fufficiently baptifed va in 
Fa venal nature ( becarſt alnoſi all the 


mi 


| 


(38) 
judicious, learned and grave, all the xealous,, faithful 

and beft confcienced Chriftians and Servants, of 
God, throughout the world, Fathers, Martyrs, Ree 
formers and others, for fixteen Generations together, 
even from the dayes of the Apostles until now ) have 
been ſo miſtalen. 


To which I anfwer. 1. The Apoſtles did foreſee in their 
time, that there would be an apoſtaſie from the primitive 
ractiſe in the worfhip of God, as well as the primitive 
aith for doctrine ; the myftery of iniquity beginning to 
work very early, which was the reaſon of thoſe items, to 
hold faft the Ordinances; 2 Th 2 14. and Col. 2 6. and 
to beware of Philoſophers, that would carry them from the 
ſimplicity of the Goſpel. 
Accordingly it did fall out, many departures there were 
even in the Apoſtles dayes, 1 Jh 2. 19. and more fore- 
told, amongſt which, chis of Infant- ſprinkling is one, where, 
in there hath heen a palpable deviation from the rule, which 
yet notwithſtanding many worthy men ſuffered, ſuppoſing 
the Church to have power to make alterations in matter of 
conspen “Ordinances: Calvin himſelf acknowledgeth , that the li- 
8. derty of ſprinkling (whereas theantient cuſtome was dip- 
ping) the Church took to ber ſelf: And Mr. Bedford, as Mr. 
“Baxfter repörteth, p. 307. of plain Scripture proot, flieth 
to tradition for proof of Infant-Baptiſme; One Doctor 
Eck, againſt the new Church Orders in che upper Marqueſ- 
dome and Territories of Neremburge, writeth, That the 
Ordinances, concerning the Bupti{me of Children , ss without 
Ceripture, and is fonnd to be oncly a of the Church, 
with acloud of other witnefles , yea, even Lather himfelf 
‘the great Reformer, in his book of Anabaptiſme, acknow- 
‘ed geth Tt it cannot be proved by facred Seripture, that 
\ Childrens, Baptifme was inſtituted by Clriſt, or begun by the 
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came to be in uſe in the Church, ſaith he, aud mas eſtabliſtedby 
Innocentius: And yet for all that he allowed of it, fo 


Pope 
shat though he wasa godly man, anda great Reformer, 
yet allowed of alterations in worfhip epon that ground, 


which Mr. Jaxſter abhorteth to doe: now Mr. Baxſter 


thinketh he hath plain Scripture proof for Infants bapti ſme, 
or he would not own the practiſe, becaufe he looketh upon 
the Scriptures as a perfect rule (aswell he may) and all de- 
viations from them in worfhipin ordinary caſes, but fo many 
complaints againſt the perfection of Scripture. 
2. If the judgements of the leatned and godhy be of 
fo much confideration, as that it may juſtly ſtop proceeding 
in the work of Reformation, why did it not curbe you from 
that frightfull tearing your felf off from the Nationall 
Church, which had been in reputation wich the godly many 
hundred yeares , and that in the face of che Sun, and that 
when fuch things were comparatively rare, to the ſcandal 
and great offence of your brethren of the Miniſtry, wherein, 
as I remember, you were pretty early, in leading the way of 
ſeparation from the womb that bear you, and the papsthat 
gave you fuck; or doe you think one of fourty of thofe 
antiently godly and holy men, would have liked it, and yet 
for confcience fake you did it notwithftanding. } 

3. This Argument becommeth not you of all men living, 
becauſe it is no new thing with you to leave the road, nay at 
this day, and in this book that I am no anſwering, you 
plead ftifly for fome things, which rendereth you more alone 
than we, in the point of denying Infant baptibe, namely, 
in denying. though not in plain words at fength, yet in effect, 
that Baptiſme is the Ordinance of entrance into the viſible 
Chureh of Chrift, and that a Church may be of as ſound a 
conſtitution without it as with it, and ordained upon the Waser dite 
termes of the free-will Offering under the Law, wherein! ping», 48. 
beleive yeu have nofellow, except fome Seekers, and ſome 61. 
few perfons leaning that way; others that have gone before 
have ſtumbled at che fame ftone, and fell, and never rife 
more, which ought to be like pillars of ſalt in the eye of all 
goed men, to take heed of flighting and an 
1 2 | 0 
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| Boing over and over the fame thing. 


(60) 
of the Ordinances offefus Chriſt. jeaſt becanfe they receive 


not the truth in the love of it I fay, in the love of it, Ged 
deliver them upto a reprobate mind, and fend them ſtrong 


delofiens,that they may beleive a lie. 
But I hope better 8 you, though I thus ſpeak, and 


is my earneſt prayer to God for you, upon the bended 


knee of my ſoul, to ſhew you the evill of theſe arguings, that 
yon may repent in duſt and a ſhes before you goe hence, and 
be no more 


Your fifteenth Conſideration follew- 
eth. 


fred, is no (burch-maker , and that it 


than other Ordinances. 
To which 1 anſiver: bir. Goodwin hath put his Con fiderati- 


ons into many parts, ſo that they go for twenty three, as if he 


W omen of reaſon on his ſide in this matter, wherein 
ar 


and for ſubſtance are the fame , fo that a particular anfwer 
to every one muſt needs cauſe abundance of repetition, and 
That Baptiſme of it 
is a Church maker, I am as farre from thinking fo as yon 
are; no, men muſt repent from dead works and beleive to- 
warde God, or elſe no fit matter for the Church, though 
baptifed , but that there can be any orderly joynꝰd Church 
without B; aptiſme, — men doe repent and beleive, is 
that I argue againſt, and have given a large aceount in my 


Hat duly foever admini- 


dot h not commend us to God or Men more 


gueth Mainſt us, whereas many of them run into one, 
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(64) 

for the other part of it, that it doth not commend us to God 
nor men more than other duties, in my Anſwer to your 
ag Conſideration, you have a full anfwer to this plea 


~ Your fixteenth Confideration for ſub- 


Hat you have no need of Baptiſme after 
Repentance and Faith (which you call 
ne Baptiſme) becaufe your old fprinke 
ling in infancy is as eſſectual to all ends and purpo~ 
fesof Baptifve „which you reduce t three heads: 
1. For declaring perfons the profeſſed Diſciples of 
Christ. 2. For obliging perſons to be the leyal Di- 
ſciples of (briſt, in which they covenant fo to be. 


* 


3. For matter of edification and comfort to the inner 


To which I anſwer, by denying utterly cha lafant· ſprink- 
ling is as effectual to all or ay oF the ends nd parpofes of 
Baptifme ,. as the true baptiſme of perſons tet faith and 
repentange, neither is there any weight in your Argument 
tothat purpoſe. ¥3, 
1. Von ſay it declareth you with more Advantage than 
ours to be the profeſſed Diſciples ot Chriſt do the world. 


* 
me 


| 062 
And that 1. Becauſe yours the world knoweth, ours is d 
kind of Bar barianto the world. 

2. The generalityof men doe not look upon it as any 
thing more ſignificative, of owning the Name and Faith of 
Jefus Chriſt. 

To both which Arguments I anfwer. 1. To that plea, 
that the world is better acquainted with your way than 
ours. 
Tis moſt true, that yours being from the world, the world 
muſt needs know and love it better than ours, becauſe it is 
her own, and ours being from heaven, to which the Spirit of 
the world is a ſtranger, no marvell if it be a bat barian to 
them, but whether the worlds natural liking and greedy fal- 
ling in with yours, be net an Argument of its car nal, earth 
original, and on the contraty, its diflikingours, be not db 
the contraty 4 probable though not demonſtrative Argu- 
ment of the heavenly pedegree of it, let the Scriptures 
judge, John 15. 19. The world loveth her own; becaufe ye 
art not of the world, therefore the world hateth you. Of this 
onely by the b. | ba" 

. Buthowcometh Mr. Goodwin to conclude from the dear 
acquaintaince the world hath with Infant-{prinkling, above 
what it hath with Beleivers baptiſme, that therefore Infant - 

ſprinkling is more efficacieus, to declare perſons the pro- 
felled followers of Jefus Chriſt, then Baptifme after faith, 
ſince in the baptiſme of Infants, there is no profeſſion 
made at all, by which the world fhould take any cognizance 
of the parties belonging to Chrift, neither is the poor crea- 
ture capable of making any? ( Tis true, the Biſhops bei 
aſhamed of Baptiſme without profeſſion of faith, deviſ 
a remedy by allowing Sureties, who they called God - father 
and God - mothers, which being a piece of ſoperſtition too 
groſs forthe light of this day, it is gone off the ſtage with- 
out much regret.) Whereas in the true Baptiſme ofthe New 
Teſtament ſealed in Chriſts heart bloud, the party himſelf; 
(and not another for him) being a beleiver, made a diſciple 
by Teaching, maketh publick 3 of his faith in Chriſt, 
you ſet the Eunuch did, in his own perfon, and 
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((63 ) : 
his willingnefs to accept of Chrift, on hit own terms, and 
to be lifted in his army, and voluntarily ‘pwrteth on Chrif G ll. 3. 27 
thereby (which is the Scripture expreſſion) as a fervant put- 
teth on his Maſters 

Whe then (that is not befpoke ) but will judge, that 
Baptiſme intro Chrift after faith, at a mans dyn requeſt ( in 
the prefence of God, Angels and men) it more to declare 
ones relation to Chriſt, than the paſſive, ignorant reception 
of it in infaney. 
But to come cloſer, and to take light tram the Sctipture, 
what it is that both maketh a man called Chriſts Diſciple, 
and what it is declareth him fo? now tis plain by the Scrip- 
ture, that as following the inſtructions and examples of 
Chriſt, maketh a man called his Difciple , Luke 9. 23. ob 
8. 31. So alſo doth it moſt fignificantly deelare our diſci- 
pleſhip to Chriſt: The Scripture is as expreſſe for, this as 
for the other, By this foal ALL men know that ye are 
my Diſciples, if qe love one another AS I have loved you: 

II they would take his counfell to love one another, efpeci- 
Ally if after his on example, As he had loved them, 

he faith, By that ALL fall know, they 

frallnot onely be his Diſciples, but ALE MEN 

dum, that they ate his diſciples: Se that we have à plain 
rule laid down in Seripture, to guide us, what it is that doth, 
with advantage, declare men the profeſſed diſciples of Chriſt, 
and that is the walking after bim according to his Word, 
-whet made the Jews kaown to be the difciples of Aer, but 
the following of his doctrine, and example: Have we then a- 
ny thing more to do, to determine this, but onely to lay the 

two wales, to the rule; for how an any ene imagine with 

any ſhety of reaſon, that walking contrary to. Chrift, ſhould 
If then believers, baptifme and that by burying the body 
in water be that the Scripture ſpeaks of, as that wherein 
we ſallow Chriſt, and are one with him, which I haye pro- 
ahes dy and gs foxiinfants ſpriglng, not a word.ofit 

in all the New Teftament, then out. of all controxtrfie, the 
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to declare men the diſeiples of Chrift, is to ge our way. 
becauſe Chrift walked this way, as we have proved already, 


and therefore all that will be called Chrifts Difciples by 
Baptiſme, muſt go this way and no other. 5 

But you fay the world looketh not upon beleivers Bap- 
tifme by dipping as any thing more fignificative of owning 
Chri, bat the contrary, even difobliging them rather, from 
what their firſt baptifme obliged them unto than other. 
wife. 

To that I anſwer, how willing you are to affirm things 
looſely, that is like to reproach this cauſe, is much more 
plain, then the truth of your affirmation, and whether it be 
not fo, I leave the world to judge. 

Further to this cruel inſinuation againſt the poor people 
and way of God, whereby youfeck to pervert the ftrait 
wayes of the Lord, I fhall fay little, but Lord lay not this fin 
to yeur charge. 

Suppofe they fhould do fe, ought the errors of men to 
be indulged or corrected? onely let me mind you of your 
own words, which, as at many other times, fo at chis,tifeup 
in judgement againſt you. 

Sir, in one of your Letters to Mr. Tho. G 


| oodwin, p. 11. ‘you 
have theſe words, Jf we judged it any advantage to thetruth 


aud caufe we maintain againft pos, we durſt vye morrall im- 


putations with you, and are confident , that we could affign and 


ſug geſt againft yon, beth at many andas likely indirett and 
grounds for your departure from u, youcan 

er ar 


ofeffion. BU 
will never be made GREAT by {uch demonstration: 
theſe on either 


If Mr. Food thinkes the truth will never ‘be ‘made 
great by fuch demonſtrations ag theſe, it is becauſe be 
yadgeth there is no reafon why it Mibuld, and if fo, as on 


the one hand it condemneth him for ufing them, fo on 


the other hand it juſtiy begetteth ſuſpition of error; con- 


cerning that opinion, ther ſuch Arguments are: to 
maintain. PRL TO Le 
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(6g) 
J But to proceed, you ſay; that as te nnother end of Baę - 
tiſme, namely, the obliging perſons to be the loyal Difcipies 
of ‘Chrift, yon ſay, your Infant · fprinkling ot bapti{meis as 
operative that way upon the Conſeience, as ot Baptiſme is 
r would be upon yours, if you fhould corae un- 
is two thiogs affirmed, but neither them pro ved, 
nor indeed is it poiſible to ptore them; one is, that your 
Baptiſme is as beating upon your tonſcience to become 
Chrifts Diſciples, as our Baptiſme is u pon ours; this isa 
thing which you affirm at raadome, not khowing how the 
baptiſme of choſe, that are indeed rightly baptiſed, and that 
take up the wayes of God in uprighineſs, I ſay, how it hear. 
eth upon them, nor evet are lilo to doe, hecaufe your pre- 
judice is grown fo great that you know net he to inter- 
pret any action they doe charitably, nor ſcaree word they 


“i "Aattherthing you affirm is, that your Infar · baptiſmo 

as bearing upon your conſcience, as ours would be if you 
camo undet itjendifiow tan you tell that witout tryallꝰ, 
ruby Sir, I ſhauld hope, that paſſing udder chat figure, 
wherein is fo fully reprefenteid Ghrifte death, buriall and 
‘refurrection, ard yourdeath, ibariall and reſurrection with 
him, being appreached unto in the Name ani ſeat of, God, 
and in obedience to Jefes Qhtiſt, that it might He.aimesnes 
of killing chat. dpitit ef chat hauntgth iyeur pen in 
many of yont c writi nge, to the of 
God, and diferedit of the opinion yon maintain, in them: 
chi ſtrau zruth, as thep bsvewe need of the 
‘iediway cs uf zoibuiid them with, foebey's tei never lila to 

But thirdly and laſtly, V ou fay your Infant - baptiſme is ss 
edifying and comforting | 
To which I anfwer: You muft firſt prove it to be of 
a appointing, or elſe you impofe upon us to beleive, | 
‘atthe Spirit of God, which is the Spitzt of edification — 
and comfort, will take as much pleafure td concurre with 
mens inventions, as his own Ordinances, which is quite ni 
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Mark 7.7. trary tothe Scripture, Is vain dee shey. wor hip me teaching for 


(86) 


dobtrimesthe traditians f men 
But 2. Lou fay your foules have thriven under that 
Baptiſme. Tis probable f>, but that doth not prove it was 
by the meanes of Infant - baptiſme ( of which you are igao- 
rant, whether ever any fugh thing was done or no) onely 
that you have heard fo (if this arguing be like Mr. Goodwin 
in * ammuchmiftaken:) 
Chbriſt telſeth the Jewes, 649. That their Fathers 
aid cat Mannah in the wilderneſi, and are dead: but can any 
body gather from hence, that their death was cauſed by the cating 
F Mannah? Thefe are your own words, p. 44 Of water 
dipping: And is not your reaſoning inthis place much af- 
ter the fame manner ? you were baptiſed in Infancy, and 
thrive in god lineſſe when grown up to yeares of difcre- 
tion; but it no more followeth, that your thriving in 
linefle was by the meanes of your Infant-bap- 
tifme , than that their death was cauſed by eating of Man- 


Aad isitlikely, that ignorant worfhip of God ſhould 
have any lively operation upon the foul, much leſſe, that 
it fhould haye as much as that which is done knowingly 
and voluntarily, and beleivingly, the foul haying commu. 
And why may you not as wellfay , that hearing Sermons 
im infancy is asedifying as at age? I know not; Infants 
would underftand as much of the one as of the other; and 
when grown up, it might be told them what was ({aid) then, 
1 well au now they are told what was: (done) then in Bap- 
tiſme ¢ is the darknefs of the darkeſt night mare void of 
light chan this propofitien is of truth ? Reader judge. 
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Your ſeventeenth Confideration for fub- 


{tance this: 


doch not appear from Scripture, that am 
Church of Chriſt, or embodied Society of Be- 


leivers was commanded by ( briſt, pr the Apeſtles 
to be dipt, nor yet threatned or repreved for the non- 


Tanfwer: It is very true, becauſe the Apoſtles did not 
uſe to ſpend their breath in vain, they would not command 
thet to be done twice, which Chriſt had ordered to be 
done but once, nor to reproye where, there was no 
H you ‘would have the Reader feel any weight in this 
Argument, you ate bound to find us a Society of em- 
bodied Beleivers undipt, which is a task too hard for 
you, but yet this light fuppofition is the very founda- 
tion of your Argument, Which] being retten and ſan- 
dy; the building falleth of it felf, I netdfayno more 


te it 
* 
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Gur eighteenth Conſidetation for fub- 


ftance this: 


eve able ro prove; thut there ir any precq; 

perſon whatever not to be baptifed in one form or 
other. nde to 

1. Becauſe it can be no ſin to be undipt, whilft 
Commifsion to baptife is gixen te the Apoftles 
3. Becauſe they were not enjoyned to baptife dy 
is the Antecedent to the Pronoune THEM in the 
Commis ſtan; or whom, or what per aus they are whom, 
eur Sapibur bere aithorizeth bis Apoftles to bapeif, 
* In the Commisfion it no. (Command laid upon any 
perfon to be a gg 6. Neither doth it appear. 
from thofe wordt, teaching them to obferve 
whatfoever I have commanded you , that the 
Apes did teach Beletveri to require Baptiſme of 
them. 7. It. appeareth not, that the Apoftles in 
the courfe of their Miniftry, did ever teach either 
Church 
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( 69) | 
Church or perſen to feck baptifme at their hand. 8. 
Though that granted, yet followeth not, 
that it was a 2 law for all PaStors and Teach- 
ers to the worlds end. : 

1. Becaufe it fully appeareth , that water-bap- 
tifme was never intended by God , but either onely 
or cheifly, for an introduétory or planiang Ordinance, 
at its firſt coming unto a City or Dfation , till it 


frould get ſome con/iderable rooting and interest a. 
mong them, not for a Staple Urdinanq; in one and the 


fame place with many other fuch like Fleas as this ts 
to render it doubtful. 


To which I anfwer, but with much grief of heart, to find 
fach noble parts and abilities, as God hath endowed you 
with, ſo deſperately engaged in fo bad a cauſe. i 
Sir, if I prove by the Scriptures, thaticisfinful fer 
Diſciples to remain unbaptiſed, and that hy the precept of 
Chri then all your farre fetcht pleas, will fall to the 
round. 

a To prove then by theScriptures , that t is ſinful by the 
precepts of Chriſt, that his Diſciples ſnou d neglect Bap. 
cifme,I prove from the 2. Ad. 37, 38. thatthe command- 
ments of the Apofties are to be looked uphn as the Com- 
mandments of Chriſt, it appear eth, in tha they had them 
from Chriſt, A, 1. 2. Until the dy in which be was taken 
up, after that be tbrongh the holy Ghoft had gi ven command ment. 
nutethe Apoftles whom be hau choſen, paul, 1 Corinth. 1 1. ag. 
pleadech, what he delivered them he had from the Lord. 
Peter therefore, 2 Pet. 3. 2. faith, he wrote to them, mean- 
ing the ſtattered Diſciples, to ftérre up tbeiy pure minds by 
way of remembrance , that they might be minkful of the Com 
of WS ſaich be, the Apoftierof aur 
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Saviour befides the foundation of Religion laid by Chriſt, 
and that laid by che Apoſtles, the Spirit in Scripture maketh 
one and the fame, 1 (or. 3. 11. Other foundation can ne man 
lay, than that is laid, which ws Fefus ¶ hriſt: Now the fame 
Apoftleto the Ephefians Epbeſ. 2 20. faith thus, Aud are 
bailt upon the foundation of the Apoftles and Prophets. So that 
to build upon Chriſis doctrine, and the Apoftles doctrine, 
is the ſame, and that for the reaſon {pecified. ] conclude 
then, that if the Apoſtles command every one to be bapti- 

fed then Chrift hath commanded every one to be baptiſed. 
But the Apoftle Peter in the 2. 4538. when the Diſci- 
ples that wete pricked at the heart by the word preached, 
asked him what they fhould do, He commandeth them to 
repentand be BAPTISBD EVERY ene of them fur the 
vemiffion of fins. So that here isa plain poſitive command 
to alland every of the perfons, at whofe heartthe Word 
cometh, not onely to repent, but to be baptiſed. If fin then 
be the tranſgreſſion of the Law (which the Apoſtle faith 
it is) and that the Apoftles Commands are Chriſts, and 
that the Apoſtle hath commanded every one that repenteth 
to bé baptiſed, then doth the concluſion lift up its head, 
that theie is a precept of Chriſt in Scripture, whereby 
it is made finful for ſome perfons to remain unbap- 
tifed. | 12 
But it may be Mr. Coodu in will object, Tis true, this was 
a command which lay upon thofe new Converts as a duty, but 
doth that prove it lieth apon us? } 10 23453396 
Janfwer: Yes, if the duty of repentance lie upon us as 
well as on them, for they are both put together by the 
Apoftle, and if the preceptsof the Apoſtles to the primi. 
tive Charches in any thing be precepts tous, thenis Bap- 
tifme as well as other things; for as Repentance and Bap- 
tifme are both enjoyned to the firſt Churches by the Apo- 
ſtles, ſo are they both put together in the Commiſſion, 
Math. 28. 19. Diſciple me all Nations, baptifing them: 
and (Mark 16. 16. Goe and preach to ever? Crea- 
ture, He that beleiveth and is baptiſed ſhall be faved. 
and the fame prefence promifed to the end of the world, 
as 
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as well to baptifing as to teaching: Mr. Bux/fer faith, bythe 
end of the world fo underſt and 4 period of time 26 4 pt ice int 
padent violence. ‘ 

This then is my firſt Argument for the ſlanding of the 
Ordinance of Baptiſme, it is joyn'd with T eaching in the 
Commiſſion, and Chrift faith , Cod joyn'd together 
Jet no man put affunder: But God hath joyn'd Baptiſme 
and Teaching together, and for any man td pre ſume to part 
them, what is it but to offer an a front ts the great God, and 
God will ſurely reckon with them for it fifſt or laf, how 
many are there of fach, that for fl.phting Chriſt in his 
Ordinances, which was the firſt ſtone they ſtumbled Saltmarth 
at, have had ſtrong delufions ſent them by God, that — his fol- 
they might beleive lies, and ſince proved forlorn, wofull ſpe- 8 


cacles of Gods indignation. | 
But to ſet home this Argument for the Sanding of Bap- 
tifme as long as Teaching, I ſhall uſe Mr. Goodwins own 
words, upon whichI would fix the eye of the Reader: No : 
Authority. can diſcharge er dif-oblige, but that which 1 be 11 
either greater than, er at leaft equall ynto that which’ 
lf fo; then are you not bound by your own principle, to 
find us out an Authority, equall to Chrifts, that hath dif- 
charged Baptiſme, which is by ſo great an Authority en- 
joyned, as is Chriſts the Lords, the great Judge both of 
quick and dead, which] am ſure is im poſſible for you to do. 
and therefore Baptiſme ſtandeth in full fotce and vertu; 
and all your fuggeltions rendring it doubtful, muſt not, nor 
will not ge for gold, but dirt, except with ſome, that in mat. 
ters of Religion are neitheir hot nor cold, which luke warm 
temper Ged abhorreth , and without repentance will one 
day fpue them out of his mouth. aon dee 
Good Reader let but thy efteem of Baptiſme ſtand, till 
Mr.Goodwin ſnew us an Authority, equal to Ghrifts that hath 
difcharged it, and I will promiſe thee , that mine and thine 


| 
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is external, {tan 
ces; and 2. That whichis internal, ſtanding in a holy 
- frame of heart and life. 


but what Baptifme hath the fame, then to conseire Hapti 
but of date, isto dviparage the Randing of: all che reſt, a: 
outof date alſo, becaule the 


(72) 
2 ſecond Argument to prove Baptifme Randing ‘is 


1 bat opinion which tendeth to the deſtruction of all 
Religion can never be the truth, but to conceive Baptiſme 
out of date, tendeth to the deſtruction of all Religion. 

Tbat to conceive Baptiſme out of date tendeth co the de. 


ftrudion of all Religion, I detoonftrate that thus: 


1. By dividin Religion into two parts r. That which 
Tine in che exercife of ‘external Ordinan 


Now that to conceive Baptiſme out of date tendeth 


57 deſtroy the external part of Religion, 1 * it 
thus: 


if the ſtanding of Teaching, and breaking bread, and 
other acts of Church fellowship, have no other foundation, 
Lime 


fame God, pr of che 
finite wiſodme, ordained Baptiſme chat ordained 
“bread , and all the acts of Church-fellowthip, ‘way, he hate 
caſt fome degrees of henour more upon Baptifme , thea, 
upon ſeme other of the Ordinances, in as mach as he fin- 
gled out Baptiſme from ſome others, ‘aad putit in the 
milion by name with Teaching , and ordained it in ſame 
fence or other, to ferve che grand intereſt of remiſſiam of 


Acts 2.38. fins an falvation, and gave fuch a particular charge to have 
Mar. 16 done with fo great eren, 
Mat.: 5. 19. ther, Jus and hely Spirit. He br: 


Nom what is the foundation er the 
the Ordinances, but the unrepedled Word of God,which 


much reſpecteth Baptiſme ay any other; therefore difpara 


Baptifme and all, they live, they die, 


owt of dane, 


to the deſtruction of the mote: ſpirieual pars of Religion, 


namely , chat which confiftech i in a bely 
life: J prove thus, 
| if 


of any 
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If che uſe of Ordinances be the ſoules edification, then 
to dif-ufe them is the way to make haveck of all our ſpiri- 
tual treaſure; but to conceive Baptiſm e put of date, is the 
way, not onely to diſuſe that Ordinance, but all others, be- 
rane they all ſtand upon the fame bottome, as I have proved 
ready, 

Now chat the uſe of Ordinances is the edification of the 
foul, appeareth by many Scriptures, Ephe/. 4. 11, 12, 13, 
14, 15,16. and that Baptifme by name bath a rich tenden- 
cy to edification. I have proved already at large, by ſhewing 
the defign of God in it, whichis to affect the heurt by the 
death, buriall and reſurrection of Chriſt, in that Ordinance 
SEEN, as well as in the Goſpel preached thoſe truths are 
HEARD, with other reſpects of - edification, which I thall 
not now mention. 

Zut for more full ſatisfaction gt this point, let me give 

Mr. Goodwins judgement concefamg the edifying nature of 
Baptiime, p. 26. of his water dipping. | 

1. That it is operative to thé engaging the judgement 
and conſcience to become the loyall Difciples of Chriſt. 
And 2. the building up of the inward om in grace and 


if ſo, hom cometh fo many ſuggeſtions from you, render · 
ing the ftanding of Baptifme doubtful ; Hath Chriſt ap- 
pointed more Wayes of teachingthe Goſpel, and building 
up the inner man in grace than needs ? tnd might you not 
as well think, that God intended to make darlings of the 
Chriftians in the fir times, and but ftep-children of all the 
reſt of Beleiverstothe end of the world, a8 to think, that 
he would take from them any part of thg meanes of their 
edification and ſpiritual comfort, and not give them others 
in the room? „ 
I conclude then, and l hope with evidence clear enough, 
that Baptiſme was not onely intended by God for an in- 
troductory Ordinance co laſt for atime,’ but fer a ſtaple 
ftanding Ordinance with Teaching to thè end of the world, 
and that too ordained forthe Creatures good , and eonſe- 
quently as finful a thing to neglect it, us it would be to neg. 
lect ones daily bread L F If 
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If all that hath been faid be not te to fatisfie the 

Reader concerning the ftanding of Baptifme, I referre thee 

P. 5. of to Mr. Baxfter , who hath in his book of Baptiſme offered 
plan Scrip- ten Arguments, all grounded upon the plain Text of Scrip- 
ture proof. eure to prove it, and in the end concludech thus, J will add 
no more becauſe it is but on the by, and becaufe this is ſuſſicient 
to thefe that can judge of Scripture evidence when they bear it, 
and will be ruled byit , when they know it, and for others, it us 

not many words that can cure their diſtaſe. 

And if any body think me over zealous in this matter; 
let them conſider the words of Calvin, p. 208. of his Com- 
mentary upon the Acts, though he doth moft ingenuoufly 
confeſs, that ſince the beginning the Church did grant liberty 
to her ſelf te CHANGE the Kites, meaning, from putting 
all the bedy into the water to ſprinkling: Now the uſe faith, 
he is to ſprinlle the body enge bead. But though they took 
the Boldnefs to do that Calvin juſtifieth the Church 
in, yet for thecontinuance of Baptiſme it ſelf, d onght ra. 
ther, faith he, to fight 4 bundred times to death for the ceremony 
it of Bapti{me, in a much as it was delivered us by ¶ hriſt. 
then that we fuould fuffer the-fametobe taken from ur: But! 
fay, that there is the fame reafonto fight a hundred times to 
death for the right fubje@, and the right form of admini- 
fring it. 1. Becaaſe God is wiferthan men, and becaufe 
any body with half an eye may fee, that the change from 
‘dipping to fprinkling fruſtrateth the great defign of Chrift 
in the Ordinanec it ſelf, as 1 have fhewn already, andina 
manner maketh it ufelefs; and becanfe changing of the 

Ordinances we find to be abainous provoking thing to God 
of old, Iſaiab 24. 5. The earth mowrneth and fadeth away, 
the earth alſe ss defiled with the Inhabitants thereof, because 
they have tran(grcffed the Lawes, CHANGED the 
‘Ordinance. Mark, not fora totall laying afide of them 
enely but for tranſgreſſing the rule, and changing them, yes, 
the 29.16. Mark, how hainoufly God taketh the wife 
mens tur ning things upfide down; Ifay, mark all ee wiſe 
men and confider, Surel TURNING © things 
dows foal be as Posters clay: 
| E 


22 


-- — 
— — 
— 7 


. 


. 
a 
17 
1 
d 
4 
it 
1. 
, 
4 


— + 


| 
4 
| 
| | 

a 


eneth at the 14. verſe for this very reaſon, thae their 
FEAR (that is their worfhip ) was taught after the pre- 
cepts of men; The WISDOME of thir WISE 
men ſpould perifh , and the underftanding of the prudent 
be bid: And if amy one ask , why God was fo ſevere upon 
this account? the conclufion of the 16. verfe telletk all. 
Shall the thing framed [ay of him that framed it, HE 
HAD NO UNDERSTANDING? This then 
is the account God maketh of mens changing the Ordi- 
nances, that it isarefiexionupon God, as if he wanted un- 
derftanding, changipg Gods Lawes it no other, but a char- 
ging Ged with that weaknefs , which poor fallible men are 
bject unto , which maketh them many times upon expe- 
rience to change theirs. , 
Come cloſe then oh world, and difcern the difference 
between us and our adverſaries, and judge, whether our 
brethren, that hate ut, andcaſt out gur name as vil, have any 
juſt ground for what they doe; the difference is eaſily 
ſeen, they have changed the great Ordinance of Baptiſme, 
thou ſeeſt Calvin honeſtly confeſſeth it, whereas we think 
Chriſt wifer than Calvin, or the Church he ſpeaketh of, and 
have we not reaſon for it? and that inſtead of changing 
his Laws, it becometh us to be humbly obedient to his Lawes, 
and do not we do wellinit? They think they have mended 
the Ordinances , we think they have ſpoiled them; and do 
plainly fee , the ground of their firſt tampering with them, Jude the 3. 
was pomp, profit and eaſe; and that it is our duty, on 
Chrifts behalf, to endeavour with all our might the reco- 
very of them to their primitive 2 1 
As Ibave given thee, good Reader, the judgement of 
Calvin as to the torm of baptiſiag of old, ſo take his words 
about the ſubject, p. 207. of his Commentary upon the 1 
Ad., If Baptiſme be given without faith, whofe ſeal it is. 
I „ BOTH A WICKED AND TOO 
GROSSE A PROFANING,; “tis true, for rea- 
fons which were foto him ſelf, he was for Infant-Baptifme 
notwithſtanding; but the reaſon he giveth, is no more a 
proof tous , thanedbrabam: 12 ing 
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au inclination ontly te this attual faith: afterwards thus * 
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(half have new heaven and new earth. Learn'd 
advifing when Baptiſme isriphely and law fally uſed, faich, 
It i, when the Rives inſtitutod by Chniſt ia Baptiſine are ut 
CHANGED ; And faith further, that the Sacraments axe 
no Sacraments where they areunlawfully admtnifired. Now 
compare thefe two learned men together; Calvin faith, 
the Church hath changed the Rite from dipping to fprink- 
ling; and CUrjn faith, that where there is change the Sa- 
craments are no Sacraments. G: 

If chen Calvin ſay true ( whereof thete is no doubt) 
that is, that the primitive practiſe was sipping then in 
Urfins judgement, the Ordinance being changed tefprink- 
ling, it ceafeth to be any thing, and fo all ſprinkled perfons 
are unbaptifed.. ‘opin 
Further as to the ſubject, This condition is added (fpeak- 
ing of beleiving) amo the promiſe fer they who ave baptiſed 


cannot recti vs that which isgromifed and fealed in Baptifme, 


bit by faith, ſo that without faish, neither is the promife rati- 
fied, nor the Baptifme AVAILABLE: hegoethon, Is 
thefe words is noted broiſiy ile right ufe of Bapri/me, in which. 
right ufe the Sacraments are ratified to them, which receive them 
wit a true faith’; but in-whatfoever. corrupt and snlaw{ul ufe. 
and admixiftration, the Sacraments are wo Sacraments. Note 
well, BUT 411 SACRAMENTS 
TO THEM ONELY. RECEIVE. 
‘WITH e4 TRUE FAITH 
But it any bod ſay, why but yet Drin was for childrens 
— as well as Calvin: yes, he was; but mark the 
Whereas they fay, (meaning the Antipado Baptifts ) that 
unto the ufeot Baptifme faith 10 required: grant but 


faith, fa thas we fay, faith be, 


is required iu thoſe f underfanding , but in Infants.ss required 


Faiib is ia Infants potentially, and by inclination. Thus by che? 
help of this diſtinchon, he heoketh in the bapeifine of 
Children: But will chi atis io the conſc it ace of any cons: 
fiderace Chridian here is aninchaation beleive made, 

2 | 1 the 


| 1 
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the condition af Buptiſme, ſos any in 
Scripture ? Is there ſuch a word 9 and if there be none, as 
ſurely there is nat. axe theſe men ruled by the Word. ot ra- 

ther do not they rule it? et ot * 

Or is there any ſach thing i ig infants, as am ineliaation to 
beleive 2 Is it not the judgement of theſe men, that all 
Infants are born children of wrath by nature, dead in Gns 
and treſpaſſes, as dead to any thing * is ſpiritual, as a dead 

mas isto natural? if fo, em come they to conceive of 
ſuch, theit taclinationste beleive. which is a {pirttuak thing ? 
aad who ¢an tell of. any inclinations in Infants co one thing 
or other? can anꝝ body tell by experience of any inclina- 
tions they had in infancy? What a wofal e is this to 
adminifter Goſpel· Ordinances upon. 

Or is the neut any better, though they have not faith 
actuall, yet they have potential faith, and is that any more 
thanto ſay, they may beleive one day ? and is not that the 
condition of Pagans and Infidels ? and ſhall they be bap- 
tifed upon that ground? doth not this atguing favour of 
thagbbiloſophy and vain deceit warngrh the Colofians 

of, by which they in danget of being carried after the 
rudiments, of the world, not after Chrift ? Good 
Rea den, doſt 1 know thas cham per 
ctiveſt it?? 

But this ĩ too great adigneli an, 1 now to 
Mr.Goedudne pleas, which render the ftanding of Baptiſme 
doubtſul, but that labour is ſaved, becauſe l 
ready the continuation of Baptifme with T g, hope, 
to the fatisfaction of all unpre judiced minds: aod becaule. 
my Brother. Allen hach lately puhliſhed called, Sa 
for Seckens where the caſe, t ayghing an Admini-, 
of in thefe times, is handled, 
with, many other quettionsthgreabour of pear affinity to 
thefe pleas of Mr. 2 „or rather the Seckers, which. 
Mr. Goodwin hath eſpouſed, and put fo great 4 countenance 
upon them, as if they had ſo much weight in them, as to 
maberthe matter the Ordinance of Bap- 


be ftandin no 
tiſme gor no- 
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Conſider his words, d not intendthat any thing N. 


P. 21. Of therto argued , ſbould betaken for 4 dcminfirative or pofitive 
Water dtp. proof , that the Ordémnance of Bapti/me or wat 


* 


ad miniſtrable without ſin in the worlds. 
He confeſſeth they ate not a ( demonftrative ) proof of 
the death of Baptifme ; but it feemeth they goe a great 
way, and fay a good fay to it; the truth is, Sir, tn fear not 
to make great adventures to come into your end, you ſeem 
willing, not énely to be content to part with Baptiſme, 
which Calvin faith, one would fight to a hundred deaths 
rather than looſe, but to hazard — — of all the 
Ordinances, rather than the true Baptiſme of the New Te. 
ſtament fhould advance in the minds of men ( though the 
deceit of ſprinkling be detected, that it can ſcarce look the 
fight of this day in the face) what eſſe meaneth your coun- 
tenancing of the Seekers Arguments, which lie as well 
apainft all the Ordinances as Baptiſme, and which hereto- 
fore you have trampled on like dirt. 
Sir, you fayto Mr. Edward, that his Gangrena made 


sreat joy in hell; whatever his Gangrena did in hel 1 


now not, but! beleĩve, upon good grounds that your water 


dipping, eſpecially this eighteenth Confideration, hath 


made more joy on earth, amongſt the Seckers, Ranters, 
and all forts of non - Churchers, than ever they had in all 


their liyes before, by how much you excell the moſt, in 


parts, learning, wit, &cc. by fo much the more is their con · 
folation , that you ſeem to feel weight in their Arguments, 


HEARK HOW THEY CLAP THEIR HANDS: 


AND SING. 
But to conclade, ‘Sir, may not Baptifme fay to you, 46 
Chrift to the Jewes: fer my good wor be, yon 
frome me? Hath not God made the Seriprares concerning 
Baptiſme upright , why then doe you feek out ſo many in- 
‘ 
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Four nineteenth Conſideration being of one heart 
and foul with the eighth , I ſhall wholly paſſe it 
over, — the Reader to the Anſwer of 


that, in which 


e fhall find the Anſwer to this 
alſo. 


Your twentieth Conſideration for ſub- 
ſtance this: 1 


on with Cornelius and his Company, by the 
Brethren of Jeruſalem, he juſtifiethit, by 
telling them , they had received the boty Gheſt, as a 
teftimony.of their faith, and doth not p much as hint 


any thing of their Baptiſme in his Y ain „ and 


with that account they were ſatisfied. 
To which the Anſwer is ready: 1. It appeareth clearly, 
thefe perſons the Text ſpeaketh of, were baptifed per ſons, 


Abts 10. 47. 48. 
3: The Communion Peter had with 


Baptifme , for prefently upon the teſtimon of their faith, 
by Gods giving them the gift of the ho! Ghoſt, Peter 
commanded. them to be baptiſed in the 1 of the Lord, 


which was the manner of Peter, and the re, in the courfe 


of their miniſtry. 
Now if Mr. Goedwin could prove peter Me bread with 
them between the time of their faith and Meptifme , which 


n the matter Mr. Godwin would prove law full by ĩt, then ĩt 


Eter being queftioned for holding communi⸗ 


3 was after their 


were 


* 


— 


— — — 


—— 


er 
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6b) 
were fomething to favour his cauſe, but not home to the 
point neither, becauſe an occafional act with ſome few 


will not juſtifie the conftant proceedings of 
But why doth Mr. Cala think, chat this inſtance wil 
prove mixtcomménionlawful ? 

Becaule Peter in his juſtification, when queffioned for 
eating with Cornelius, infifted onely upon Cernelius, his 
having the holy Ghoſt, not his Baptifme., » = 
Towhich¥anfwer 1. The Scriptures filence doth not 
prove, that he did not mention his Baptiſme, and inſiſt on it 
too, becauſe the Scriptures doth not contain all the Apoftles 
fayings, 2. 40. With many other words did ke teftifie 
and exhort faying: So John the Baptiſt, Lake 3. 18. with 
many other words. 

2. There was no neceflity upon Peter, for the, juſtifi- 
cation of his eating with,( orgetias,co mention his Baptifine 
by name, though he could not have communion with him 
v ithout it, becauſe in thoſe dayes, a beleiving petſon and a 
baptiſed perſon was preſumed the ſame. n 

Paul proveth they all beleived, becauſe they were bap- 

And that 1. Becauſe by the Commiſſion of Chriſt all 
Beleivers were prefently to be baptiſed, Math. 28. 19. 

And 2. Becaufe none but ſuch was the regular ſubjects 
of it, Add. 8. 37. — 

And 3. Becauſe it was the oonſtant practi ſe of the 
Servants of God, to call the Beleivers to Baptiſme without 
delay, Ad, 22. 16. So that the Apoſtles and Brethren un- 
derſtood him ſufficiencly , as to theit Baptiſme, by telling 
them of their having the holy Ghoft as d teſtimony of their 
faich. If they did got take that for granted, it muſt be, 
either becauſe they doubted his underſtanding of the Com- 
milion of Chrift, or elſe his faithfulneſe in executing it, ot 
elſe their will to be baptiſed, but there was no canle to 
either, nor Paters undetſtanding the Commiſſion, or 

faithfulnefs inexecuting it, becauſe they had experience be- 


if 
1 
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who the fame day that they gladly received the word were 


boptiſed; not their willingnefs, becaufe Cornelius was fo Ads 10.3; 


ready to obey God in every thing, thit he had but a few 
fellows, fo that the mentioning of his Baytifme would have 
been like a kind of an impertinency.— > 
3. There was no neceſſity upon hist to mention their 
Baptifme by name, inhis juftification of eating with them, 
though he could not have communion with them without 
if, 
Becaufe it is common beth in Scripture language, and 
common converfe with men to include al] appurtenances, in 
the mention onely of fome cheif part, fee for this Jobs 5. 
44. Calat. 3. 23. Galat. 3.2. Romam 10, 8. Mat. 21. 25. 
44, 10. 37. Johns Baptiſme put for hit whele Miniſtry, 
Lake 7 30 
« Calvin callech Baptifme an appartenance of faith, p. 207. 
of his Commentary of the Ad. And no doubt this lan- 
age was well enough known and underftoood by the 
Apoſtles and Elders , fo that having mentioned the holy 
Ghofts coming on them as a teftimony of their faith, what 
need had he to draw it out in words at length, that they were 
baptifed ? and thus thou ſeeſt, good Reader, how Mr. Good- 
win indulgeth every light appearance frém the Scripture, 
belag paffionately defirous to make that trait which God 


hath made crooked. | 
twenty one Confideration for 


Hut Paftors and Teachers were given by 


—— — — 


§ 
that all Saints, one oy other 
be fe bo body e 


; 
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of Chriff edified, then certainly they have all wart 

„ inajt fy as they have cal- 

lings onely by ana refident in Churches, neither are 

they in ay probable way of per ſecting them , but onely 

when and whuilft they are . with them in 
their Churches Eph. 4. 8, 11,12. 


To which I 1. Its true, that Pastors and Teach· 
ers were given by Chriſt, chat all Saints ſhould be perfected 
by them; but it is as evident, the Saints this Text ſpeaketh 
of, for whom they were given in ſpeciall, to ſerve as Officers 
in the Church, and who had power to give them their call, 
they were ſuch Saints as were of the viſible body of Chriſt, 
who as they had other characteriftical marks of the mem- 
bers of that body, namely, to have one God, one Spirit, 
one Hope, one Lord, one Faith, ſo one BAPTISNME; 
eonſult the 4. and 5. verſes of this 4. of Epbefians, which 
Text Mr. Goodwix groundeth his Ar upon, and you 
will find it ſo, and * ſons Ran 
pled by the word taught — not put on Chrift 
vifibiy by baptiſme into bis Name. The gifts of Paftors 
and Teachers were given for the perfecting of them too, 
yet but ſecondarily, not primarily, thoſe gifes primarily re- 
ſpect the body of Chriſt fo marked, as before is noted; tis 


legen 12. verſe, Fe theedifying of the BODY of. 
ri 


That unbaptifed perfons were not then reputed of the 
viſi ble body of Chrift, L have proved at large alread y, and 
although they. might be Saints before Baptiſme in the e fight 
of God yet in the account of the Church none paſſe 2 
Saints till then: » becamfe their faith it felf in Carin which 
maketh Saints, could not be clear to the Church tilugten 
Heb- 6. 2. anditharhecaule Baptiſme one of the beginnigp do- 

repentance an faith, and chat in order to remiſſion of 


ſins 
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‘fins and falvation (in fome fenfe or other) ſhould any 
man haye fuck at it, and refufed Baptiſme what ground 
wou'd the Church have had to lock upon the faith of ſuch 
as found? nay, had they not all the reaſon in the world to 
bt the ſoundneſs of is ? becauſe the character. of a true 

lively faich would be found wanting, namely, univerfal obe- 

dience,and they rejecters of the counfel af God. 

Nothing inteafon could appear as a ground to refuſe it, 
but che danger of the croſſe following it; I conclude then, 
that though the truth of their faith made them Saints be- 
fore God, yet without publick profeſſion of their faith by 
Baptiſme, they were not owned for Saints by the Church, 
or any fac per ſons whofe faith was of che rial kind , let 
cheir profeſſions otherwiſe be whatthey would be 

This is clearly thedo@rine of che el 27. Ye ate 
all the children of God by faith; FIR (mark) as 
many of 105 as have been dapled into Whrift ‘have put on 
f Cit e proveth their faith in Chriſtæo be true by this, 
were not aſhamed to put on Chriſt, to bear his 
— publickly, whatever it ſnould coſt them. 

And then 2. Whereas he faith, AS MANY OF 
YOU as have been baprifed into Chritt have put on Chrift. 
They and onely they, chat were baprifedinto Chat, were 
judged by the Churches, as perfons that had put on Chrift, 
in from Aoſer and that hed now embraced the 
of the Lord Jeſus. 

And although it be very true, da beldiving peefous are 
not in ſo· good a way of perfecting by the gifts of Chriſts 
paſtors and Teachers , out of Churches as in Churches, yet 
that will got juſtifie the. Church in breaking any of Chrifts 
rules for their admiſſion, their ſuffeting is through their own 
mouth of Godbeiag open, ‘ind is heart enlarged 
ards them. 
er thus good Reader , how eafily 0 thou ſee, that 

of the yout, wherein Mr. Goadwin 
* 
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Your two and twentieth Confideration hath many 
parts, and for ſubſtance thus: 


F Irſt, we underſtand by books and writings of ſuch 


authority and credit, that we have no ground at all 

to qus ſtion their truth, that the generation of men, 
whole judgements have gone wandrin * dipping 
andre have the ver ‘3 originall and 
ſpring of them, fince the late ref or mation, been very 
turbulent and troubleſome in all places where they have 
enercaſed to an; numbers conſiderable, ahd wiſer men 
than I are not a little jealous over the peace of this Na- 
tion, left it fhould [uffer as other places have formerly 
done, from the tumulinous aud domincering er of 
this fort of mem, ſo numerouſiy prevailing as they doe. 
There # a ſtrong tide of report both from Ireland and 
Scotland, hat a6 farre as theintereft and power, fo far 
the infolency alſo, and importuue haughtine/s. of that 

generalion we {peak of, extendethin both thefe Nations, 
andthas all pe, ſous, of what integrity. or worth foever, 
who are not enlig hined with.their darkne[s, about their 


dipping it 
and jud ar power with 
them , be 


peał- 
his judgement about 


peaking 


| | 
| 
water and hewing wood: One this faction or part 
in England, (and he no {mall be 
3 ing of 4. 7 2 though not o 
ipping, jet otherwife a man tha 
of that way yet 
his perfow she ſud, in the prefence of 
ſeveral 


perfons. Of quality; that He: deſer ved toi be 
4 hovi{me conſonan to 4 batter faying of 
a Preacher of thut way about the City who in 7 
with a per ſon walking in communion wii me about be 
judgement, and being as it ſcemeih warſted inthe skir- 
wilh „ at laſt recovered the loſt ground with this on the 
Tyburn and the Gallows. Theſe words I regard bus as 
muck, notwithſtanding it may concern others to look after 
the fire. But ſurely thefe men, when they ‘tome into 
their Kingdome of authority and power, will extcate 
judgement without partiality s if Jo, then he that de- 
ferveth tobe hanged muſt expect no beiter quarter than 
that of the halter; and if Fuſtice be adminiſtred with- 
aut partiality „All that are in the [ame condemnation of 
ami dipping with hum, may bear him company in the fame 
expect ation. | 


Before I make particular anfwerto this Confideration, 
I muſt fay , it cannot paſſe my obſervation, how ſtrangely 
Mr. Goodwins zeal in oppoſing us tranfporteth him, how it 
maketh him forget his old brave ſayings, wherein he certain- 
ly had the Spirit of God with him; he onze ſaid, The truth 
would never be made great by the ſuggeſting of morral 
imputations againſt the enemies of it. Ve, in his Cautions 
for Reformation he beginneth, as welt he may, thus; They 
whe intend a tion, according tothe Word of God, 
sake heed of admitting humane paffionsinto their con[ultations , 
For in Janes his divinity, be wrath of man werketh not the 
vighteon{ne/s of God, shat is, faith he, MARK, /ubjeferh 
a . 2 incapability of doing that which vs truly agreeable 
to bu wi 
Aud doth not theſe words come home to Mr. Goodwin ? 
for hath he not leſt calm rea ſoning from cripture ground, 
and betakenhitiifelf to wrath, and the w, apons Of reflexi- 
on d his. ſpirit being asic were of slighyfire , no marvell 


then, 
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then if he manage ithiscontroverfic upon termes ſo dil. 


agreeable to Gods will. aed iat heceme to ſhake band 
with che old enem of the tuch, rens, in many of his 
methods, and will heaven. or earth like of ir? He once 
faid,.¢ would be be found a ftrum et, of he race and 
lineage of the * 55. whore , that che vine of the 
vine of Sodeme , and his rapes grapes of 
gall; his clufters bitter, hiswine'the poyſom of dragons, and 
of afpes: And hath h. no 
id? N 
ifithe queltion, be, How Me. hath juftified 


ren 42 

by doing as chat Author did 
which hath made fome lift MN eyes to heaven and fay 
LORD, WHAT 18 THAT’ THOU ART 
MINDFUL! ‘OF Tt che ‘be Wherein? 


itis anfwereds* 

1. By iſparaging reports again 
that never d Am — raping report them to diſgrace 
their religion by. This was the great fault of Mr. Edwards, 
for which Mr. Geodwin 3 him thus, p. 4 of Cre- 
tenſis, Tie thofe. (Mr, Edwards bath 
leviedag ainft his brethren, is muth me inexcufable than the 
matter of them. . donot read, rbas eitber Cham or Doeg, 


Mong [ons of much ever traded with Satan 


San, 

BYT 

GN. 


Bat Me. Gradwin-hath not onelpeakeoups 
man, but againft many, even the generason, a 


| 
| 
| — 
| with Agents ar Hacturs, to gather up and 
themfelves. wich the fins ar miner of abe Spints, 
| 


but like Mr. 2dmardshe hath, publithed them to the world 
in print, to be an everiafting monument of difhonour to 
them, which hainous ſin of yours, againft the royal Law 
of love, will be found agravated: h thele two notorieus 
. The matter of-tbe ſtory it ſelf being utterly untrue, 
did notshink ſo. )) 
And 2. Agæinſt perfons , many whereof havehad ho- 
nourable thoughts of you, and much loyeferyou 
Srcondly, To cosvince you, that (pirit ora 
worfe acted you in writing this book, that inſpired Mr. 
Edwards in hisGangrena, it appeareth by yeur.drawing fore 
concluſions ftom words, upon fuppofitions, that atoutcerly 
falfe , viz. from hence, that a baptiſed perfon ſaid of an 
unbaptiſed, he deſerved to be hang d / though. it is not 
afficmed fot ha) much leſſe is it armed. that he ſaid, he 
Aleſerved to be hang d for not being baptifi d, and how un- 
reaſonable ſuch a ſconceit is, Ileave to any body to judge, 
Luet you conclude ſorely, againſt the Baptiſ 5, that un- 
charitable preſumption, he 
that deſerveth to be hang d muſt expect ih bettet quarter 
than t hat of the halter, and if juſtice be aj{miniftred with- 
ent partiality , all that ate in the fame chndemnation of 
ANTI-DIPPING wich him, may bear im company in 
the ſame expectation, which cruell concluflon, that if the 
baptifed were in power, the undipt may look for the halter 
all men may ſee yon draw from that wreſted ſuppoſition, 
that the baptiſed perſon fhould fay of the: unbaptiſed, he 
deferved to be hanged for not being baptifed, the conclufi, 
on:otherwife being no wayes drawable fram the premi- 


Oh Sir, Truth is toonoble a thing to deſire ſuch weapons - 
37 Neur likenefs to Cangrena appea: eth in this, that the 
faules of fome that were che moft unworthy of the Inde- 
pendents, be charged upon the generalic of them, for 
which yes belabaup bim thus; Doe al men thar 
| | : ire 
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confifterh , ex fore, & fete, what is excelent and what i: 
excrement, for Mr. Edwards to judge of Indepency by the 
wifcarriages; whether in graſtiſe or opinion, of fome few, that 
like are fh Of thabwayy is, as if aman 

foould make aneftimate of Cleap-fide by the channel that run- 
meth inthe midff of it, and give fentence againft the holy and 
ele Angels by what is found iw fin and-wickedne/sin the de. 
vill: The maſt accurfed hypocrites shat ever the earth bare 
have been. M she prefeffion of Coriftianity 5 and yet Chriftias 
wit) the beft of all’ profeffions’, with à great deal more to 
the fame purpofe,both tationall and pleafsnttoread. = 
But pet 48 if no ſuch words had ever preceeded from 
Mr. Cöcd nin, or elſe that he bad tepented of them, he can 
now find in His Heart to argue againſt the Generation, as 
he cälleththem, of the Baptiſts, upon the account of the 
wild éxprefions of two pet ſons inſtanced in, Bar furely 
THESE MEN: Again er ne man think I doe net walk 
‘charitably. to THESE MEN: Again, confcience 
Beitr? me late been freindly is THESE 
Well Sir, the time wilt come, when y ou fhall look upontheſe 
men, whom you have peirced, and mounn 14 
4. Mr. Edward: ftirreth up the Mageſtrate to fupprefs che 
Independents , which you do not in fo many words, but 


you foment “jealdufics apainft them’, and endeaveur 4 


wning brow towards them, by your bitter infizuations, 
let all the world judge elfe by the words following Th 
wife nen are not a little jealoms ode the peace of this Nation, 
leaſt it foould [uffer as other places havédone formerly, fron 
the tumuliwous and domineering Ipirit of this fort of men: and 
alſo after yourtwo-inftancesof perſons here at home, thus 
Thefe wordt I regard but as muck, not with ſtanding it may 


concern others ro hol after the: FIRE. Whereas àmongſt 


all the profeffors of Religion in the Nation, they are found 
to be as peaceable ſpirited, if not more; than any other 
fort of men, witnefs the Declaration of the Meſſen 


and Elders of many Congregations met in Zenden, fr 


many if not moſt parts of the Nation, pablithéd about eight 
or nine moneths agoe, ſpeaking their pesceable difpolition, 
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may fee that will read it: befides, let but 


as all the world 
experience {peak to it, what fire have theſe men kindled for 
this Many yeares, that the Nation hath-had experience of 
them? wherein hath their turbulency, domineering and 
tumulcuoufnels of ſpirit appeared? nay, are they not bran- 
ded this day by ſome for dulneſs in their generation, work, 
upon this very account, becaufe they are not of a more ſtit- 
ring ſpirit? | 
5. Your ſimilitude to Gangrena appearethin this, that 
as he urged the writings of other men sgainſt the Inde- 
pendents to diſgrace. their Religion, fo doe you againſt the 
Anabaptiſts, p. 64. of his Gangrena , being part of a letter 
to him ſent out of the Country, we hatt a few Indepen- 
dents in dur Town, but we are more treubled with them, than 
Some are with many, they are fo TURBULENT) 
VIOLENT. Juſt what Mr. Goodwin writeth from other 
men, concerning the Anabaptifts , the fame deth Mr. A- 
wards Write from men, concerning the Independents, which 
was, that they were proud, turbulent, and every wayes ftop- 
ping the progreſs of the work of Reformation. But Sir, 
will notafter ages give as much heed tothe writings of Mr. 
Edwards, and Mr. Genkins, and Mr. Walker, in your difpa- 
ragement, as you now do tothe writings of Lather-and the 
reft, &c. to the difparagement of the Anabaptifts ? if they 
do, what manner of man will you be in chethonghts of fu- 
ture generations? ‘Doth any of thoſe Authors fay worfe 
ef the Anabaptiſts than thefe men do of you ? Doe not 
theſe men ſtrive to render you one of the moſt odious men 
living ? not onely a Schiſmatick, but an Heretick in gram, 
yes, à Bla ſphemer. 
But are you ever the more ſo for all that? and would 
you hold them excuſed that fhould beleive the reports of 
cruel profeſſed adverſarieeees. 


as good a confcience , asthe matt, if not as he beft of thoſe 
famous Writers yon ſpeak of, yet fo tranfcendent is your 
prejudice a gainſt us, chat every light appearance you have 
taken fora reality, (as if yonr greedily deſirous 
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To come a little clofer, I look upon your ſelf as a man 
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leive ſome ill of us) infomuch that you your ſelf have given 25 
as unrighteous judgement of us, and printed it too, to the 
perpetual infamy of our perſons and way, as the work of them 
117 have done of you: I am fure what I fay is true, and that you 
will find one day. | 
11 iconclude then, that the teftimony of profeſſed adver. 
ſaries, though good men, is not to be depended on: And 
if Mr. Goodwin hath not as much need of the truth of this 
propofition as the poor Anabaptiſts, let the world 
jadge. 
a fo conclude then, the truthis, this two and twentieth 
Confideration , in moft of the nine parts ef it, is fo like 
Gangrena , that one would think Mr. Geodwinhad conſulted 
that book in drawing it up, as the Reader may eaſily per- 
ceive; which being made up of ſuch dirty ſtuffe, without 
the leaſt breathing of the Spirit from any word of Gods, 
J think I may take my leave of it without blame, and the 
rather, becauſe of that floud of contempt which be let in 
upon the Author of Gangrena, for uſing ſuch weapons to 
fight the Lords battels. 
Onely what he ſaith in the ninth and laſt place I take my 
ſelf bound to make ſome anfwer too, becauſe ] fuppofel 
am principally aimed at in it: The ſubſtance this: 
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As 1. That you never heard of any that got any fpiricual 
11 good by Baptiſme. 1 
1 i 1 2. But you have known, yea, you have known ſome, who 


have loft by it: (1 fuppofe yon mean my ſelf, and my 
Brother and Companion in 55 Lords work, Mr. Wiliam 
Alen, with fome few others, whem you had more cauſe to 
take natice of than any others.) 1 
Now Sir, having firſt obſerved how in this way of ar- 

P.a3,7:, Boing yon and Gasgrena jump: They (ſaith Mr. Edwards) 
73. On. generally (meaning the Independents ) walk loofely and at 
ges. large, ever what they did before they turned Sectaries, and in 
sompars{onof the godly Presbyterians ; Idoe mot know nor bear 
a Seétary in fo in bis life as be wat 

, and as thomfands of the Presbyterians are 3 they goc 1 
and ovber {ports on dayes public K thanksgiving. 
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Mr. JOHN GOODWIN. This I premiſe to thew t 
our ſelf, and confirm the Reader, that tke fame Spirit that 
ruled in Mr. Edwards , in whofe ftrength he ſtrives ( but in 
vain) to hinder trembling ſoules from obedience to the 
truth, and to hold them under the dominions of Antichrift. 
The very ſelf fame ſpirit hath filled the heart of Mr. Good. 
win, out of the abundance whereof he fpeaketh the fame 
language, to fright humble foules from following their dear 
Lord and Maſter, who faith, The ſbeep (meaning his own 
fheep ) fellow him, for they know his voycg, and a ftranger 
they will not follow, BUT WILL FLEE from him, 
for they know not the voyce of ftrangers,Johnao. 4.5. 
But Mr. Goodwin , through defire ſeperateth himſelf to all 
wi ſdome, even that of the Prophets enemies, Jerem. 18. 18. 
Then ſaid they, Come and let us deviſe devices againft Jere- 
miah, for the Law foall not perife from the Prieft, nor coun- 
ſel from the wife , nor the word fromthe Prophet: Come and 
let ws SCMUITE HIN with the tongue, and let us not 
give beed to bis words. Judge elſe by what followeth: (Ua 
vy bave we who went into the water Lambs, andcame 
et of it WOLVES and TIGERS: wany who went 
in Doves, and came out of it SERPENTS, as if they 
had met with the Spirit that ruleth in the af ander the water, 
inſtead of the [weet Spirit of Chrift; yea, we have known 
Lome,whe foon after their dipping have done things ſo unworthy 
and unſuteable to their former Genius, lich if any man had 
challenged them before their dipping, that th wonld doe after, 
we hade reaſos to judge, they would have replipd to the challenge, 
as Hazael did to Eliſha, in fomewhat alike cyfe, But what is 


thy fervant a deg, that be ſbould do this great thing! (That 2 Kings 8. 


thing was, s would rip up the women wih child, dach their 
childjen, flay the poung men with the ſeozd, and ſet the 
Grong holds of Ifrael on fire.) Se many Yad STORIES 
(they are tories indeed) and ſpeſtaclet, wherewith our 
yes and cares are filled from time to time, put us into fome 
are: leaft as God in his juſt, though fecret judgement, giveth 
Satan a permi ſſios bo haunt [ome heufes, ana to miſuſe and ter- 
rifie theſe that Dull ledge in them, ſo be foonid, for cauſes beft 
‘ 


* 
— 
¢. 
* 
9 
| 
> 
> 
* 


— — 


( 93 9 n * 
like" power-ever the opinion and praitife of 
per that nothing will ſatisfie bot the, 
07 ‘Of ebe reputa on of thoſt it dea letb againſi f. Thore; 
is Pits ohen difference between you and Mr. in 
wär che cruth and people of che moſt High, 
Four match in rige and futy, but he wanted your 
wit And language to det it off, with. Mr. 
Goodwin, Alk men know, deleghtech in figurative {peaking;, 
de de to praſſe men, Auen ne will lift them up to heaven, 
And ſet them too near che Throne of God ; if he be ſet to 
em, then don be: hrowésh them as fatre on the 
other hand de hach wordrat will co ſer ua both purpofes 
Riper be lize in the difpara nt Of any many 
müchleſt his drechren y let ſuch ſtraines be of what account 
in am fase they are nought in Chriſti- 
ait they with hardly Look that Text in the face, Speak evil 
theſe words fon wordꝭ of trum 
toder nenn we went inboule mater Lambs, andcane 
thet favage as Wolves, Serpent. Aud 
fleet we dne vhing + like Hezzel. Wibo ript 
up wonten wird child, Mets the men the 
thelr and let the Grong dalds at Aſrael on fire? 
in words, sed not the righteous 
Werren und ‘warch call am account far theſe 
‘etd your intimate friends. chat was alwayes 
as tender of your repatation as the: apple of their. eye 2 
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ere ie nor well for Mr. Goodwin if it might be truly aid 
hemockingly 
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pafence both of God and ¶ our heart amueth un 
ſaith che Apoſtle ahn, 1 21. have we 


FOLDNESS tow Mark A fulliieffimon 
conſeience neth the much 


mall Prev, at. t.. 
our peace , that can call record upon our 
rr we, know, not any one thing we have done, that 


give. Mr. Goodwin any jultocca 50 Speak D 


if ever there. were a pack of ſwelſiſg words o 
put together, they are here, that are ever jot as vain 

and empty of truth, as they are welling of Pe) fon ,.info 
mach chat if I had not had former and laß kriege ok 


ir. Ceodyant Holy ben Minute 


theinordif pnels_of b 

times, than of any thing. that looketh his difpa- 
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e truth oF whathe here ag 1 {ha 

agh Bi 4 man void" of, all fenle-oF 
laft: his chat his luxusiant wit mpted him 
unto, — 

that we Have done Hace our. bs apti ich maketh 

you ſpiritaal laf dlelle od know 


But I fay 
eth con 
fear of God, by pking liberty. ca to 
„ But ko answer a litle. rhefe things 
t any and certain a0 body el dork know 


rigbteous judgement, and ag 
cake face for hears, for {ubRance;. 
it Speak fe 
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d to fitixe to. it good by 


we. were not like te dora 
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fellowſhip therein, I reckoned one of the cheifeſt comforts 
of my life; I wanted net, but abounded with refpects from 
them, above what my confcience told me I deferved, (and 
who that knoweth me knoweth not this to be true: ) I doe 
profeſs in the fear of that God ( whofeI am, and whom 

I ferve ) that if know my own heart, no body could have 
hired me from the boſome of that Church with hundreds 
a year: And when the time came, that for pure conſcience 
I muſt be feperated from the embraces thereof, teares was 
my meat day and night; my greif was ſuch at that time, 
that it made the thoughts of death ſweeter to me, than ever 
they were in my life before: my ftudy and fecret workings 
of heart were, how to make my withdrawing as little offen- 
five to Mr. Goodwin, and the Church, asI could devife hor; 
to do witha good confcience: I perceived they were not 
able to bear any publick difcourfes to the point in diffe- 
rence: Mr. Gocdwins teares, at the mention of fomethi 
relating thereto, wentto my heart , and weakened my hand 
to thot further applications which I had thought to have 
made to them. The truth is, my high (indeed un due) re- 

ſpects to Mr. Goodwin kept me ina kind of bondage, thät 
I was not at that perfect liberty to diſch arge all the parts of 
that duty which their reſpects obliged me unto. 

o great was my reſpects to Mr. Godwin and the Church, 
that beſides my own frequent addreſſes to the Lord, for 
the communication of that light te them, which he had 
vouchſafed to me and fome others, got ſome time folemnly 

ſet apart by fome gedly friends, and for his cauſe cheifly 
did we bo our knee: this was the frame of heart we were 
in, honeſt Reader, ſoon after our baptiſing, and whether 
then we were like to perpetrate any ſuch unworthy things, 
as Mr. Gocdu in writeth of, I leave to thy conſcience to 4 — 
termine; or rather, whether this Water dipping therefore 
de not the very monfter of ingratitude? Mr. Cedis hath 
indeed calumniated us ſtoutly, ſuppoſing that ſomething will 
ſtick on us, andi beleive doth; which if it coſt him not teares 
here , 1. am fore will fhame hereafter from that God that 
vindicateth the innocent, and then Mr. Goedwinwill find the 
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va ni ty of {porting himſelf with the ruiae of thi: good names 
and reputations of the people of God, which ate as much his 
intereft as their eftates, health, or any dear iajhyment they 


poſſeſs, and as much againſt the lam of love to violate. 

I confefs the pleaſantneſs of Mr. Geedwins dit · in writing 
is fo luſhious, that it is marvelloufly apt to tickle and pleafe 
the fleſn; but as the foul of any man groweth ſeaſoped 
with the ſalt of heavenly wifdom, it is affected more with 
ſollid matter than entieing words, it is ready to cry, what 
will great words do good at the jud gement Hay; yea, I- 
blefs God l have lived to that day, to value mote the breath- 
ing gf Gods Spirit, in a holy humble gratious ſe ul, than the 

reateſt words of the gallanteſt Rhetorician if; the world, 
band that I have got fince my Baptiſine:) I confefs for 
Mr Goodwin, fet aſide theſe controvertal writings, and con- 
ſider him in the tenor of his converſation, I think him, nay, 
I know him to bea pattern of patience, humility, meeknefs, 
temperance ; neither do I remember one Sermon that ever 
he made tothe point of Tythes, or any confideration for 
preaching in all his dayes, though I lived undeſ his miniſtry 
almoft twenty yeares: and more than all this, Ill the Atgue 
ments of the Gofpel, and out of the Gofpel, to preferre ho 
linefs and cloſe walking with God, I beleive (here are not 
many men in his time, if any at all that hath minaged them 
wich more authority, life and power, I fay it, f fay it again, 
and delight to ſpe ak it, and will perſiſt in it to my laſt breath, 
though he grind us to pouder with his mill ſtoſe language. 
Some change Mr. Godwin may find in my Ginius, [con- 
feſs it, for heretofore, having his perſon in admiration , it 
was to ſome degree 2 ſnare upon me, to call Him Maſter in 
that ſenſe, wherein the Lord Jefus dehorteth fram it, Matb. 
23. whereas now that by the help of Gods Spirit and my 
ewnexperience, | ſee clearly, that in the communication of 
light in the things of God, God tieth not himſ elf to this or 
that man, I conſult with Chriſt, and lean not jo the under- 
ſtanding of any man | fee by experience, that G od taketh li- 
berty to reveal to babes the truth, which at fon je time he hi- 5 
detch from the wife and prudent: And the Math. in. 
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ang ‘marteroweth in knowled 
is he ied by examples. 


is more noble for a man to efchew evill and do good, 


becaufe “tis evill and good, then becaufe ſuch and ſuch men 
that are good do ſo: And though I was apt enough toleane 
that way, and to thofe opinions Mr. Goodwin leaned too, 
‘(that under God had been the great meanes of any ſpi- 
ritual comfort and edification ) yet I bleſſe God Iwas not 
fo rankly guilty of that evill, but when Mr. Geodwin came to 
open that text, Math 28.19: and to give it for truth, that 
by the word Teach in the Commiſſion was meant, not actu- 
all difcipling, but the ſaying fach things onely, which was 
proper to make men ſo. I palpably diſcerned the Text 
wronged, and the interpretation was like gravell in my 
mouth, and not onely mine, but that perſons alſo, of whom 
Mr. Goodwin faid at his buriall, his worth was fo great, that 
it was a temptationon him to break promife to {peak of ir, 
and enough to caſt a man into an agony of forrow to think 
of his death, I ſay, he was as much diſtaſted as I at that ſtroke 
of the Text. Except in theferefpects , or ſome others like 
theſe, Iknow no change in my Genius, nor I am ſure no bo- 
But I confeſs there was one unhappy miſtake of a word 
of mine by one of the brethren, which gave mea vifit ſoon 
after my baptiſme, which hath more appearance of evill in 
it of my part, than any or all the things can be laid againſt 
me I am fure: to which I defite to give both you and all 
the Church ſatisfaction, and that was this, That brother 
ſpoken of before, giving me a viſit at my houſe, where ſome 


part of the Church was wont to meet on munday nights, 


to edifie one another in faith and love: Amongſt other 
diſcourſe, which I cannot now remember, I affirmed, that 


the fight of them, meaning our friends, was à greif and 
burthen to me, which following ſome words of eaſie miſ- 


conſtruction, he concluded they proceeded from an abſo- 
lute fall of affection to them, and fo preſented them to 


thers of the brethren that were wont to Meet there, which 


got further rooting in the minds of the 


ge of the reaſon of things, the 


| 

| 

1 

| 


dy another unhappy circumftance : The brother appointed 


to {peak the next meeting, be ore he began his Sermon, be» 
gan with this ftory , ame. it the ground of no more meétt- 


ing at my houfe. 
To abich | anfver,..t. Thofe w The fichier of: the 
Church was graf ro Lid, but the prin- 
ciple of rit was not the want, but theablindance of af. 
fection to them, I fay again, the abnndance! 4 ction to 
them ( Ged who. hed indce 
much which madepatting wich’ er 
and the neteſſity of chat Gade e willing tq be 
from them , chae I might, the pe undergathe bu 
this is the perfect truth, which God the fa eit of a 
knoweth, and this alfo was one main reafon amonst 
others; thy ny. from Mr. after- 
But if it be , whiy 1-478 pee reply: e ti che Brother, 
who underitood juſt contrary.” 

Hanmer; I rended to 46 jc After he nod bir 
mon (for e Series suite fpebk 
of ir). but after his Sermon, filling me difeour fe 
with Mr. Goodwin! thereto: vrpot, being 
preſſed with tiouble an Verief at fome high words Mr. 
Godwin then pave te 

This is the truth, Wbich che G deren 
and earth knoweth, for whelefake we now fuffer by Mr. 
untérciful Ben: Tobe irjuted by mon enemy 
# no matter of wonder, but to de — father, as 
it is a matter of more neis, fo of harthet recentment: 
Eat may be God harh bid you to cur ſe tad, to take me off 
H glerying ln wer; that I tidy be the more jhrire' to him> 


fell me thinks 1 dow find that e bath a freſh edge 


anon my ſpirit, Cenſe from man, brearh i un bis Lfsiah 3.33 
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Four three and Conlidea. 


is: 
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is no 45 wment 
produced to jaſtifie fuch a 
au beleive ever will be. 


we have given Arguments to ‘tified it, 
more than one, and that grounded upon the Scriptures and 
our own principles „ and indeed the principles of all the 
fe irned, Ireferre to the judgement of the Reader. of 
As for that which, vou fay, 1 ay of 0 to my Bro- 
ther Alus, anſwer to your fourty.Quenics. about Church 
communion, , I fhall leavehim to anfwét, or be ſilent, as he 
findeth caufe , onely itlieth much upon my ſpirit to ſnew 
unto your felf (if. may be) if not to your felf yet to the 
unprejudiced Reader, the palpable of the 


4 * 


The firth is the 2. of Aha. which ‘Tent my Brother 
Allen urgeth to prove addition to the Church and fellow: 
ſmnip in it, to follow Baptiſme, not goe before it: and that 
1. Becapſe the Text pis. they ladly received the Word. 
2. Were baptiſed. „Were added to the Church. te 
Continued in the Apofties doctrine and fellowſhip. 

Now Mr. Goodwin will have it, that Baptifme might be left 
ont of the chain, and yet chey might have been Church mem- 
bers notwithftanding. 

1. Beeanfe thofe who ate faid to have been, bap tited in 
theformer part of the verfe, are not faid in ag latter to. 
have Been added to the CHURCH, but * » they 
were 
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were added or added unto. Mr. Alen undexſtandeth the 
Relative to thoſe words, added to, to be (Them) accor- 
ding to the preſent tranſſation, and whereto Both he and the 
Tranſlatots are guided. val Sis». 
1. By the mention of the hundred and twenty Diſciples 
in the Chapter before at che 15. verſe, to which theſe that 
were now converted were added, which in the 47. verſe of 
this 3. chapter are called the Church in plain Enplith, And the 
Lord added to the CHURCH dayly,&e. 2 
And thatthe Relative'to chofe words ADDED. to 
were tie (Church ) ot the hundred and tw¥nty Diſciples 
ſpoken of before, Mr! Good himſelf in his fourty Queries 
( which I do net think were ritten above half a year be- 
fore this Water dipping) fo underſtood it, mark his words, 
It cannot be demouftratively proved from be Séyiptures, that 
thofe hundred and twenty Hiſciples, unto whicbsrts bere faid, 
that three thouſand vr ADDED, which a little 
before he himfelf calleth the Church in the fae page: But 
now all of a ſudden Mr. Cedis altereth his m, and will 
nit let the 4. verſe expound the 42. though the context 
ac faitij leadeth to ſtas heart can with, but ruſheth us to the 
1 4. to know the Relative to the words (‘added 
ta) in the 2. Ats 4. becauſe thete it is thus written, And 
much people wai added to (‘the Lord.) Here again you infi- 
nuate a difference in ſenſe between thoſe words, added to rhe 
Lindy and thoſe, added tothe Obureh, whereas iu your Letter 
to Mr. Tho. Goodman, you expound the joyning to the 
Lord ; ſpoken of Ad 11. 24. of immembring into the 
Church, your words theſe, There is mention mad of many 
that added or jayw'dto th LORD, e. fay you, 
mere immembred inte the CHURCH: Not what con- 
ftridionican apy rational, impartial, confiderate man make 
of this your ſhifting too and fréih this manner, but a un 
evident. demonſtration, that in fighting againſt us you la- 
bour to engage the Scristures ia a warre they have no miad 
tao land your way , and well where 
tœſet your fuotij not ground to ſtand ot The 
make you ſenſiblhof ir: chile 
abiw O0 2 
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1 Cor. 1. 10 

Rom. 6. 354 
Col. 2.11. 


Gal. 3.27. 


Scripture as light — 
true, that those that were added to the Church were ſuch 


be a crime rather than an 008 of obedience, becau 


(198) | 
22 is ſaid. 4 Aud they: 
added, to\ the WHO... faith Mr. Good win, 
fuch No, — as ſhould be faved, or 
were faved, which was by an belei- 


gz. Thatthofethat the Text fpeaketh tbat were 
to the Church 1 were not ſuch as were baptiſed, but, & c. 
If this be not a ſtrange propoſition, and as contrary to the 


naſs, I am undet the enchantment 
Mr. Goodwin upbraideth me with ſo often; far though, it be 


700 fla 


as mould be faved „yet it followeth, not, that thoſe that 
were added to the Church were not baptiſed; nay, it is 


plain they were by the At. verſa, Tham they that gladly re. 
lie haptiled, andthe ( that is, that 
they leceiyed the Wordyand were baptiſe l) ihre were ad- 


ded unte then, or the Church, about — fonles, whe. 


entinuedin the eApoftles folumſbip. 
But by this, * of Mr. 
- 
keth the Church nat co gnſiſt of per ſons as have bren 
baptiſed ;, is this do ctrine according tothe form of whol. 
ſome ds Doth not the Apoſtle write to the CHURCH. 
of Garinth, and CHURCH, at Rome, and Church ae: 


E, and the pent of ‘Galatia, 


But Mr. Goodwin. hs bord added to the 
Church uch as ſhould be ‘which ay von, was NOT 
by being BAPTISED, but beleiving. Here Vin, Cad. 
Beptiſme to beleiing, in re ancecafalvation, 
butitisnot by vertue af this Text, He thatbeleiveth;: 
bantiſed, foall be faved, And by, vertue of: what Text of 
Seriptue he doth J Know not, for though Baptiſme 
fhould not be looked.u 3 condition of abfolute ne- 
ceĩity to ſalvation as faith is, yet fare itis 
rptofaluation, Text, and ore notto 
bs putin ef aith in reference theretoi= 
wi 


| 
| 
| 
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wide difference there is between making Ba tifme equa: 
with faith, as conditional of ſalvation, which the As il 
ment of many learned men, as you know, aid making it 
ftand in oppoſition to faith, in reference thegeto, as you 


doe. Lt | ; 9 
Sir, will that God that ordained Baptifinetto be Faiths 
companion, to fervethe fameintereft of the pretious foules 
of men, will he take itkindly, that you · toił thus to make 
them look like enemies rather than friends? In a word 
Lir, this dectrine. is altogether unſeriptural, and as 
— to the taſt of a healthful foul, as vinegar to the 
teetn. 
But 3. and laſtly, you fay, though itfhould be read 
thus, Then they that gladly received his word were ba ptiſed 
and the fame day there were added te the Church: yet the ren 
cording vheir addition to the (burch after their Baptifme, doth 
not prove their addition was; BY “their Baptifme 
The caufe doth not require it, neither dot my Brother 
Allen affirm it from this Text, but onely that addition ta the 
Church followed it, and did not goe before it ( which was 
our own words heretofore, as I haveifhewn already) and 
we think it is ſafeſt to follow the Seriptute pattern (partly 
becauſe of what you faid heretofore, that all others were 
but ſeducers) but cheifly of the exprefs Word of 
But Whatever the matter is, you think now one may goe: 
another way and doe as well. 


I ſecond Scripture, which in my apprebenſion ſuffer- 
(Math.28.19. which have proved 
at large already, p. 13, 1, 15,16. of this book, where 

have laid down my Brother Allens 

words, and anſwered Mr. Goodwins objections againſt it, in 


doing which; the Reader will eaſily perceive that I ext com- 


* 


Ihe third ie the 1. Corinth; 1a. 13. .whichit 


* 


ti from the 


have alſo 

diſcharged the ſervice hir. employed'jt in, p. 18% 
20 


19. 
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Revel. 22. 13, 14. Biefled are they that DOE bi, Com. 


Mat. 28.19 


Acts 2. 37. 
Mar.16.16, ny others. And 2. that Carift gave all bis Commands to- 


| 
19,20, 21, 22, 23. of this boek, becauſe the truth is, it is nor 
pleaſed with it. a5. 


The fourth, which doth not onely whifper , but cry out 
of injury, isthe 8. of Act. 27. And Phikip [aid , if thom 
beleiveſt with all thy beart, thou maye. The words its evi- 
dent are an anſwer to the Eunuch, who asked Phillipupon 
the ſight of water, what hindred that he might not be bap- 

Mr. Goodwin ſuppoſeth by theſe words, THOU MAx- 
EST, he not ſaying to him, THOU. MUST, is no- 
ted a liberty, which he calleth an Evangelicall liberty con. 
cerning external Ordinances, implying, be might be baptiſed 
if. he would, he ſnould not ſin, or he he might reſuſe without 
his i take to be the moſt unnatural, unkindly, and in- 
deed injurious ſtroke of the Text of any that hath been 
touched: Gird up therefore the loines of thy mind, and 
conſider good Reader, that thou beeſt not hurt by this dan- 
gerous gloſs of the Ter. 

1. IF Philip thould have propounded Baptiſme to the 
Eunuch, upon ſuch flight termes; not asa duty on him, but 
a thing indifferent, he ſhould have done that he had no 
warrant for from Chriſt; Chriſt gave all his Commands to 
be obeyed, not to be trifled with , 0b 15. 14. Te are my 
friend: if dee WHeATSOEVER - 


mandments , that they may bave right to the tree f life. Acts 
3°22. A Prophet ſbai the Lord your God raife up unto you, 
foal yen hear in ALL ‘things WHeATISOEVER> 
hie-foall:[ay. unre you: And it foal come to paſſi thar: every: 
that will not hear that —Pripbet, foall bes dete, yed frum 

among ft the people: ( that by hearing is meant «beying in 
this Scripture, is yourjown ſenſe) Luke 6:46. ny call 


en me Lord, Lerd, and DOE not the things that ſay. 


So that if Baptifme be one of the Commands ot Chriſt, as 
have proved and might do it fromma- 


be 


| 
| 
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be Obferved: And 3. that he counteth thoſe no friends Joh. 13.10 


of his that baulketh any of them. 4. That heithreateneth 
them with deſtruction, that obſerveth him ndt in whatfo- 
ever he commandeth, without exception of any thing, 
yea, that he diſtateth any ones calling him Lord that doth 
not obey him. Then I think it followeth roundly enough, 
that if Phillip ſnould have propounded Baptifme to the Eu- 
nuch upon ſuch termes of indifferency, he thquld have be- 
trayed his truſt, Reader what thinkſt thou? + 
2. To evince, that Phillip by thoſe words, THOU 
MAV EST, did not intend them by way of indifferency 
as to the Eunuchs obedience, appeareth by this, becauſe then 
he fhould act by a differing Spirit from all the reſt of his 
brethren, the Servants of Chriſt, that were imployed in the 
Lords work. But he was acted by the fame Spirit. 1 ſhall 
take that for granted, that. the Spitit that ſaid anto Phillip, 
Goe near and jeyn thy ſelf, Act, 8. 29. that it wis the Spirit 
of the ever-living God which acted Philip thorough that 
negotiation he had with the Eunuch. n. 
No that Spitit inſpiteth Peter to COMMAND 
nelins and his Company te be baptiſed after faith 
47. Peter did not ſay, you may, or you may chuſe, but though 
they were deeply baptiſed with the Spirit, yet peter com- 
mandeth them to be baptiſed with water for all that, In the 
Name of tht Lord Jefus, which was in full pufſuit of his 
Commiſſion, which @ifo is a cleat interpretation, of it, that 
when Chriſt faith, Diſciple me all Nations, baptiſug them, his 
meaning was, that they ſnould, having di fcipled them, com- 
mand the Diſciples to be baptiſed, In the Name 1 the Lord 
Fefms; that they thould it home to the conſciences of 
the Diſciples, as a duty, to be baptifed into his Name, and 

fo bear the Name and wear the livery of thei Lord ane 


Maſter. 
T The fame Apeſtle to the ſame purpofe, Act, 3 38. Even 
fo did Asmanias in reſpect of Paul, ARISE, WHY’ 


* 


tarrieſt thon, be: baptiſed and walh'away nt and chat 
before he eat, he had faſted three dae. 


Iremem- 


> 


Rev. 22. 14 
Acts 3. 22 


| 


words, both rational and that 
importuneth Fate by thoſe worde, 
why ? Bebold, ſaich Mr-G codwin, dot 
fers, Ww if arri: is ſervation 
not taſt thefweetnes and goodacls. of the croth_ 
Init, that hach not ſoſt cheir taſt ? 
ons you now mae of the like places who cantaſt them 
but with forte: of ‘bear „or behdld them with. d 
| as aui to Baptiſme after faith, 
1d Paul haften the Juylour, 41916 37. And — 
Lad be and hig; Marks STR even de 
bis eating of meat wa more-ſtt upon the! vies 
work, than feeding his own belly. HEAVENDY SOUL: 
though.ic was night, and he hangry for after they came 
from. baptiſme into the-houlé , the Jayler Tec meat before 
them pet he firſt mindech bis L. work, like Christ, 
Abe che women df ges Uto 
reach too, the Diſciples would por 
meat but when the was gone, the Text 
10 but bis content was o foutes “that he 
fed chat an other men verde 
srent ching , \would it not been ts dif idrape 
in ity who nor 
picked it outing: ait the cite ruin 
‘Mat.28 tg, by with Teach 
on, “And 2 commanding it to be done with fo gree 
anhordariog the Apuſtler ie 
order ru iſi an ohm 
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thing for any man to put bigb and extra 
upon a poor and mean commodity, or dothtp. doing unbe- 


1 and that 
dier and jad 
Bur fon 


enough, that Pbs 
se chingindifferent, by the high termes he 
for upon the queſtion put on the Eunuchs part 


beleiveſt: 
thy thou mayeſt.: fhould Phillip have propourided 


a thing: indifferent, THAT. would have ſpoken it a 


of an Egg. 


it a 


demem wifdome of 4 in thus 
thus gracing it; for what would the import of 
have been; but that Chrift repented of inftitoting 
chat he had over ſnot himſelf in it, atmen uſe to doe, 


iy from the Text i it ſelf; it appeareth clearly | 
ad other thowehts of Baptifme, chan 
putteth npon it: 

>| what hin- 


dred chat he might not be baptifed ? Philip anſwereth, If 
2. With thy HRART z. With ALI. 


matter of ſmall moment toe the Creature: But it is plain, 
he putteth high termes upon it, for if ke did not beleive, 
and that with ALL the heart, it would binder and ſtop 


he proceedings to that Ordinance; and therefore an un- 


seafanable thing to ine him propounding it as a mat- 


ter of indiffereney, fordoth not all men jud} ye. ita ſenſeleſs 
termes 


wil- 


come men and can anybody judge it 


dome of the Spirit of Gd? — 
The truth is, thoſe words foe: 


thofe worde? beleivef with beart in 
anſwer to the Eunuchs queſtion, hat hindriib being un- 


derſtood, ‘as Mr. Géedwin would have them, chat is, that he 


might if he would, or might refuſe without ſin ) would cen- 
der his Anſwer to have nb more favour than isin the whice, 
becauſe that ſenſe of them is a plain conttadiſtia 
on to the ‘igh cermes fre putteth upon it. 2 is inh 255 
Befides, pdt the 13. in this 8. char 


ppeareth was very of ithe ¢ 
BUT WHEN HEY 


the: concerning! the tdame of; 
the Name df: 
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106) 
LEIVED ; not before; the truth is, not any one of the A- 
poſtles, or Adminiſtrators of the Ordinances, ſhewed a 

more tender ſpirit of the honour of Baptiſme than Philip, 

moft unlike therefore was he by thofe words , THOU 

MAYEST ,° ‘tomean, he might, or he might not. 

5. Phillip inſiſting upon the dectrine of Baptiſme, as 

well as other doctrines of Chriſt, at that time to the Eu- 

nuch, when he had but a little time to inſtruct him in in all. 
is that which mightily repr o veth that conceit, chat by thofe 

words, THOU MAYEST, fhould be meant, cheu 
faayet, or thou mayeſt chuſe; can any man imagine, that 

Philip mould ſpend any part of his little time with him, in 

the Allcourſe of that, which he might neglect without fin or 

dammage. It ſeemeth Philip opened the doctrine of Bap. 
tiſme do him us well as other things, and that he underſtood 
it not onely as his duty, but a 8 not to be admitted 
to abſolutely But conditionally, why elfe fhould he fay, 

WHAT HiINDRETH? Doth — that imply, that he 

thought ſomething might, and-wichall doubted bis own. fite 

nets, hier made him put the queſtion? 


But if any object, that it appearech not that Philip infill 
ed atall on Baptiſme. 


I Poonfefs it is not faid in words at length that he did. 


But 1. We find the queftion pat on the Eunnchs:part 
upon hisiconverfe with P Msp. shrew 


2. We ceallof no othar thacinftruded bim m Chri. 
ani 

It was the manner of the. Apottes 
Faith Bap tifme together, Sing vothe 
of Chrift: 2 belonging to the 

Thus did this Phikip unto the 1 in the 
ning of this 8. of the Afts , we rcadonely of 
the things concerning the Kingdom of God. there is 0 
mention made of his preachingof Baptiſme by Name, but 
no body will beſo hrutiſn a8 to i that Philép would: 
baptife them, before he inftrudted: them codcerning the 


beganſe then they could 
not 
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not worthip God in fpirit but ignoran iy and carnally, 
and where then would the difference be between the wor- 
fhippers under the Law and under the Gofpel, herein lay a 
main part of thereformation by Chriſt, that he rendereth 
his worfhippers more ſpiritual Aes under: the Law: *Tis 
ſuch worfhippers that he feeketh, ohn 4. Ij a word. the A. 
poſtles admiſſion, and the Beleivers fubmifion to Baptiſme, 
doth imply their being taught and inſtructed therein , and 
that by themſelves too, leaſt they ſhould be found acceffary 
to the profaning of she Orditiaiice of Chrif by adminiſtting 
it to fuch as might be unfit ſubjects, ts 
Our late Annotaters upon 44s 8. 36, 7000 hindreth me 
to be baptifed? It appeareth hence, /ay tbey, tliat among other 
parts of Chriſtian Religion, Phillip had preat hed to bim con- 
cerning Baptiſme. 
Conſider Calvin, p. 207. of his Commentary of the 
8. of Adis, Bat we ſer . Chrift was preached to the Eunuch 
in ſuch fort: that be knew that Bapti(me was) fign of new life 
in him, and that he would not neg le, the fame, 
cauſe it was added fa mod, and ach 4 as as was 
ſeparable. 
1 conelude then the „that ope of the | 
lace is juſt the contrary to what Mr. Godwin affirmeth 
e would have thoſe words of Phillip to the Eunuch, T fou 
MAYEST , to noteindiffetency ‘bar! hope I haveproved 
they note raft the contrary , flamely „the faxtednefs of the 
Rite, and high advantage of it to the Creature, and conſe- 
quently, the Eunuchs duty and alf Chrifts Difciples to come 
under it, but with care and fear, therefore he mut RT 
whether he BELEIVE WITH. ALL His 
A fifth Scripture which liketh not your gjoffe is, 
4. 1, 2, 3. the words are as followeth, “Now ſay, ‘that the 
heir an lang as he liveth is a child, differeth nothing from 4 
vant, he be Lord ef ul, but and Gov 
hours unti rhe time of ‘the Farben; E ves 
when we were children, were in bondage abate the eli ment’ of 
the world, butwben the Talat. sof time God fent 
P 2 
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his Son, made of a woman, made under the Law, toredcem thems 
that were under the Law, that we might receive the adoption of 


From the difference of the two ftates. of the Church, 
under the Law and under the Gofpel , which apppeareth in 
this Scripture,Mr. Goodwin inferreth, that the Church is not 
now to be looked upon as under the like rigur of ſubjection 
to Goſpel Ordinances, as the Church then was to the 
Ordinances of the Law, and if it were, the two fo 
different ftates of the Church mentioned ſhould be con- 
founded. 
Io this I fay, the inference is not good: The Church 
now is as fttaitly bound to the obſervation of Gofpel Or- 
dinances, as the Church then was to thoſe Ordinances of 
Otoſes. Neither doth the conceiving fo confound the two 
differentftatesof theChurch... 
1. That we are as ſtraitly bound to Chrifts Ordinances, 
as the Church then was to Aoſes his. Confider 4d, 3. 
22. for Mofestruly faid unto the Fathers, A Prophet fhall 
the Lord your God raifeup unto you of your brethren, like 
unto me, him fhall you HEAR, or obey in ALL 
THINGS . WHATSOEVER he fhall fay unto you: and 
it fhall come to paſſe, that every foul which ſhall not hear 
that Prophet, fhallbe DESTROYED from amongft the 
people: If ſo, doth it not followroundly enough, that we 
are all tied to obey Chriſt in his Ordinances , as much as the 
Jewes were of old to obey the Ordinances of the Lap. 
For. 1. Are not the Ordinances ſome of the things 
Chrifthathfaid? 
2. Arethey not as plainly commanded, efpecially this of 
Baptifme? Ad, 2. 37. Mark 16.16, 
3 Are they not exhibited with as high a penalty in cafe 
of neglect orcontempt ? was there any higher penalty put 
upon difobediencethan deſtruction? How then faith Mr. 
Goodwin, we are not now fo tied as then? Nay, are we not 
tied faſter to the Ordinances of Chrift? and ſhall not we 
contract more guilt , by contempt or neglect of them, than 
On- 
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Confidering the 2. Hebr. 1. Therefore we Ab te give the 
more carneft heed to the things which we have beard, leaſt at any 
time we fhould let them lip: Here he fpeakets of the words 
of Chriſt the great Prophet Now from the greatneſs and 
excellency of the Commander he argueth tp their giving 
= more earneſt heed, leaft at any time they fhould let chem 

ipe % 

To this add Hebr. 1 2. 25. See that ye refuge not him that 
Spake, for if they efcaped not, who gases bigs that ſpabe on 
carth , much more foall not we eſcape, if we away from 
him that [peaketh from heaven. How plain cafe then is 
this trom theſe Scriptures. | 

To theſe we might add the 8 of Mak 38 He that frall 
be afbamed of me and of my words , of him ball the Son of 
man be aſbamed when he cometh in the gliry of tht Father. 


But it may be ſome may object, we are ie more to ob 
Chrift in other things, becaufe of the excelſency of Chriſ 
above Moſes, but not to the Ordinances of Chrift. 

To which I anfwer , the Scriptures ſaith, hoſde ver bak 
be Aſbamed of HIS WORDS, without exception of 
any, of him will he be aſbamed, & c. Nay, that npne may plead 
excuſe, A. 3. 22. The place touched befſre, Him ſhal 
hear in WHATSOEVER be fall [ay you. Now 
if Mr. Goodwin can bring us as plain Scriptuge any where, 
that Chriſt will diſpenſe with diſobedience or heglect of 
ſome of his Commandments, as I have done that he would 
have none neglected , then let the world give ear to him, 
yea in particular, doth not the Command ie exprefly as 
well to reſpect his Ordinances for worſhip, is faith or man- 
ners otherwife ; Col. 2.6. yea, are not the Churches com- 
manded to hold faft the traditions which Sey had been 
taught, 2 Tbeſ. 3. 15. * 

I0 this add 1 Cor. 1 1. 1, 2. Be ye followers of me as I 
Ceri. Now I praife yon brethren, that you remember 

me inal things, and keep the ORDINANCES “AS 1 
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Wbere it appeareth 1: That aul had the Ordindnées 
for the Church from Chrift. 

a. That it was a praife-worthy thing to keep them ALL: 

3. To keep them pure alſo from mens inventions ; mark, 
AS I DELIVERED them unto you. 

4. Hisexhorting them to look to them; and his praifing 
them that they had KEpT them, doth imply’, it would 
be a hard matter to keep the Ordinances pure, from chan- 
ges and mixtures of mens iaventions, as now we find by ex- 
perience... 

But Mr. Goodwin fup pofeth, that if the Churches now be 
as ſtraitly bound to Chritts Ordinances , asthe old Church 
was to Mofes Lawes, then the two different Races of the 
Church fhall be confounded. 

To which | anſwer, if the dierence of thetwo ftates lie 
in no fuch thingas the difference of obligationto the Or- 
dinances of the two prophets, then the equall obligation to 
the Ordinances of the two Prophets will not confound the 
two different ſtates of the Church, but the difference of the 
two Rates lieth in no fachthing. | 
the difference of the twosftates fieth in 20 fuck 

ing 

If the Scriptare ſay any fachthing scithecia 
by good confequenc, then there is 

var > 
But theScriptares no where affirm any fach thing, 6003 
Now whereas Mr. Goodwin fuppofeth as much may be 
drawn from the 4.Galat. 1, 2, 3. That the Text doth fig- 
nifie a fare different ſtate of the Church is plain and clear 

but that that difference ſhould lie in a leſs obligation to any 
of the Commandments of Chriſt, then the Church then was 
to the Ordinances of Atiſer, this is not in che eee in- 
deedi in any other. 


49 


"Fis teue: 1. Thie Text. chi 
were in bt elements of the world, which at che 
9. verſe he calleth weak and beggarly,, but ‘they were no 
the carnall Ordinances 27 e Law of Ah/es 04 
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choſe flavith cuftomes of the Jewith Law, which he calleth 
the rudiments of the world, or beginnings of teaching ſuta- 
ble to their dark {tate ; but to argue from thi it redemption 
o thoſe Ordinances, to our liberty from “obedience to 

riſts in his, which Mr. Codyin doth, (or eſſe where is the 
countenance this Text giveth his cauſe) but my poor ap- 
prehenſion it is a horrid conſequence. Z 


Again, 2, The Text faith further, That are redeemed 
from under the Lam, that we might receive the adoption of fons. 
But that the receiving the adoption of fons §gnifiech any 
ſuch thing, as a leſs tie to obey the great Prephecin his Or- 
dinances, than was on the Jews to obey theigleffe Prophet 
in his, ox that to ſuppoſe us to ſtand equally bdund to Chrift 
in his Ordinances,a§ they were to Maſes in his that this will 
confound the difference of the two fates of the Church. 
is onely faid by Mr. Geadwin, not proved, noſ attempted to 
be 


Now as {have fhewn already, that the difference of the 
two ſtates cannot ſie in this; thac'Chrifts Ditziples are leſſe 
bound to Chriſts Ordigances, than Mees gras in his, by 
1 3. 22. Hebr. . 1. Hebr. 12. 25. Mark 8.3%. But 
for the further clearing of this point, I thai offer breif 
wherein the difference of the two ſtates of thy Church dot 
lie and particular. Psi SQOC * 


1, In the matter ef the Church ; the matter of tHe old 
ſpect to morrals, A&s7, 38. The whole poſtetity of 4. 
now under the new Teſtament, the matter of the Church is 
the fpiritual feed of Arab am, ſuch as follo a him in faith 
and holinefs, » Mah. 3. 9. Fobn 23,24. 1 Peter 1. 5. 
The Churches of the new Teſtament are or eught to be by 
conſtitation, called to be Suints, ſanctiied by Chriſt Jeſus, 
and if any other be ad mitte, and prove 
otherwiſe, ſuch are not co be endured in comaunion, 

cin. 5. 13. 6, . 2 2. Chriſt 
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eth it in the honour of the Church of Ephe/ws , that they 
could not bear them that did eviii. 

2, In reſpect of the Ordinances, The Ordinances of the 
old Church neee Ihe Goſpel ſew. 2, The old 
ones coſtly and afflictive. The new comparatively not fo, 
3. The old ones carnal, the new comparatively ſpiritval, 
Gal. 3. 2. eſpecially Baptifme, which betokeneth the re- 
ward of duty, namely, refurre@ion to glory with Chriſt, 
as well as our duty now, and pre ſent ſtate of death and 
burial with Chriſt, Cola. 2. 12. compared with Col, 

1. 

a 3. In reſpect of amore abundant pouring forth of the 
Spirit, Lale 11. 13. 2Corinth. 3. 8. the confequence 
whereof is: 1 More boldnefs in approaches to God, 
Galat. 4 6, Roman: 8.15. 2. More light and knowledge 
touchirg the good will of God to ſinners, and the way of 
their reconcilement to God, 2 Ti. 1. 10. Epbeſ. 1.9. Tin. 
2.11. 2 Cerinth 5. 19, 21. 3 

4 The Churches under the new Teſtament have richer 
gtounds whereupon to raife holineſs & conformity to God, 
Titus 2. 11, 12, 13, 14. Hebr. 2. 3. Rom. 8. from 33. to 39. 


2 Corinth. 3. 18. 1 Peter 1. 16, 17, 18. | ey 
5. They have richer. grounds of comfort, becaufe clearer 


ground for faith and hope, 1 Peter 1. 21. Kom, B 21 Rom. 
425. therefore, 1 Pet. 1. 8. Rom. 5. 3, 3, they te joyced with 
joy unſpeakable and ſull of glory. c 
6. More peace of confeience, Her. 7. 19. Hebr. 9. 9, 
14. Hebr. 10, 1. 62 
0% More full communion with God the Father and the 
By all which it appeareth, that there are reſpects in abun- 
dance tofhew wherein the difference of the two Rates of 
the Church lieth, and confequently no neceſſity to con- 
ceive; that if the Diſciples of Chriſt be as ſtraitlj hound to 
obey bim in all his: Ordinances, as the old hunch: was to 
Obey Qtuſes in his, that then the difference of the two ſtates 
of che Church would be confounded: I feall conclude 


* 
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With the words of Mr. Baxfer ; If when Bodi wazhip was 
Somuch ceremonious, be yet layeth a charge to DOE WHAT- 
SOEVER be commandeth, and to MDD NOTHING 


THERETO, NOR TAKE OUGHT THERE- | 


FROM, That is, faith he, t te or from tke words command- 
ing onely, but THE WORK COMMANDED ; 
Ts it lil in then, that he will beleffe jealows inthis nom: 


Sixthly, A fixth Scripture complaining pf wrong, is the 


1 Corinth. 11. 34, 25, 26. There is an ey of Evangelical + 61. 2 


liberty concerning external obſetvations, {ajith Mr. Goodwin, 
in the inſtitution it ſelf of che other Ordinances alſo, as 
the Apoſtle rendereth it, 1 Corinth, 11 24,26. THIS 
DO TE, AS OFT AS YE IT, in res 
membrance of me, for as often as ye eat thistiread , and drink, 
this cup, je do em the Lords death ti.) he comes, Here is no in- 
junction , how oft? (but a plain intimztion of liberty 


touching this) onely the termes forthe matner of doing it 


is ſet down , which is the direct calculatiog or manner of 
ſanction of the inftitution concerning the ffee-will pret, 
under the Law; this kind was impofed Of no man as OF 
neceſſity. 

To which I anfwer: Your inferénce from the word, I 
humbly conceive to be juſt contrary to thd defign of our 
Lord Jefus in che inftituting; you fuppofe he intended a 
liberty as to the uſe of the fupper by not determining the 
time, how oft, they ſhould eat that bread, whereas in 
truth, the undetetmining of the time, hogtoft, following 
the pofitive command of its ufe; This doe 7% noteth rather 
the frequent uſe of it upon all cobveniced occafions, as 
fuppofing the e of time for the performance of 
commands, is onely neceflary where the matter comminded 


doth not nearly concern the party that doth Obey, he ſup- 


pofeth principles of ſelf-love will carry men to frequent 
diligentiy the meanes of their comfort and: ſafety; which 
alſo [take to be the teaſon why tis not fe; down puncta- 
ally how oft We ſhall pray, or hear, or freuentthe aſſem- 
blies of the Saints: That preecpe (Hith De Ames ) of an 


we 
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+o thefewords,- AS OFT as yedoest , doth not imp 
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unde terminate time, Doe this, no other limitation bat 
want of opportunity, or fome juft impediment. But U: ſinus 
more n from the words, 2 S OF T, The Supper 
therefore, faith Urfingis often to be reiterated, and that 1. Be- 
cauſe of the words of the inſtitution: and 2. Becauſe of 
theend of the inſtitution. So that from the words of the in- 
ſtitution, in conjunction with the end of the Ordinance, 
Urfn gathereth, and that accord ing to pure teaſon, that 
it ought often to be celebrated. 

But to put it out of all doubt to the godly Reader, that 
any 
liberty to neglect it without ſin, but the juſt contrary. Con- 
fider that known general rule to judge of all doctrines. 
The true doctrine of the Gofpel is a doctrine according to 
godlinefs, that is out of all diſpute: Now then bring that 
interpretation to the ſtandard, which faith, that thoſe words 
of the inſtitution, As oft as ye doit, imply its not being 
impoſed upon any man as of neceſſity, but much like 
the free will Offering under the Law: Is this interpretation 
according to godlineſs, or rather ungodlineſs? may not 
Mr. Goodwin as well fay, it is a doctrine according to health, 
for a man t neglect the food by which he liveth ? The de- 
fign of Chrift in thisOrdinance is to keep alive the memories 
of Chriftsdeath and paffion for us, with all the benefits 
thereof, 1 Corinth. 11. to confirm faith, to cenvey ſuccour- 
ing vertue from Chriſt to releive the foul againſt temptati- 
on, to quicken affection to Chriſt, and one another, as all 
agree, and would it be according to godlineſs, to be under 
a liberty to difufe it without fin ? may not Mr. Goodwin as 
well ſay, we are under a liberty, not to honour Chriſt, or 
doe our ſelves or the world good? And as for any ſimili- 
tude between the Ordinances of the Goſpel, in particular 
this, and the free - will Offering under the Law. | 
Surely Sir you are under a wonderful miſtake, becauſe the 
free-will Offerings were not pofitively commanded and 
therefore have the name of free-will Offerings, whereas 
the LordSu pper is pofitively commanded , 1 Corinth. 11. 
2% 2. And when he had given than, hs tale eat, this 
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it my body, THIS DOE in remembrance, &c. After the 
fame manner alſo he took the cup, and faid, THIS DOE, 
So that r there be nota determinate time, how oft 
they ſhould doe it, yet here is a poſitiſe order to the 
Churches to doe it, and therefore could got be neglected 
without fin, but for the free-will Offering; under the Law, 
they were not bound to offer them at alt; tis therefore 
true as you fay, this kind of Offering was tnpofed upon no 
man by way of neceffity, but it is becauſe tiere was no Law 
pofitively enjoyning them, and confequently no ſin at all to 
neglect them: What a vaſt difference thenꝗs there between 
external Ordinances under the Gofpel, afd the free- will 
Offering under the Law, even as much as between a matter 
commanded and that which is not. Hasan e 
Sir, you fay our way hatha face of godlinefs, but a heart 
of errour and prophanenefs. But Sir, fhquld you live to 
theſe principles (Which I am perfwaded ypu are a better 
man than ever to do) our way would bi: before yours, 
though whet you fay were true of it, ours, you ſay, hatha 
face of godlineſs, though ic hath a heart of ¢rror; but yours 
would have neither face nor heart: And though you your 
felf never practiſe that looſeneſs that thet pleadings di- 
rectly tend to, the Lord knoweth how mang others may be 
enſnared by them, which in my apprehenfion ought fad-' 
ly 1% to heart? Let ur not therefore judge i te another any 
more, but judge tbis rather, that no man put a Fumbling blick 
or an occaſion, to fal in his brothers way, Rom. 4. 13. 
* 


A feventh Scripture, which in my apprehenſion is a bro- 
ther inthe fame complaint with thoſe which axe paſt, is Ga. 
5 6. For in Cbriſt Fefus neither circumcifick availeth any 
thing, vor uucircumcifion, but faith whith worketh by 


From bence yon fay, That the Apoftle bi ſmuttiug out 
on tiftatice wile with Uncircumcifio,; and letting 


in onely Faith, thié'new Creature, with keeping ihe Command. P. 8 f. of 


ments of God as nh uble, he ſhut alfo, Mazer dip, 
and all ceremonial practications whatfoever. 9 
This 
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for though the Apoſtle ſnut out Circumciſion and uncirc um- 


I That he intended not the ſhut 


(110 
This eo nſequence is an abſolute ſtranger to the premiſes 


ciſian, and let in onely Faith, the new Creature, and keeping 
the Commands of God as available, it followeth net from 
hence, that he ſnut out Bapti/me, as available. 

If onely fuch things are ſnut out as available, which are 
no commands of God, thenBapts/me is not ſhut out, be- 


cauſe Baptiſme is the command of God. 


But onely ſuch things are fhut out as avai 
commands of GW. 

That onely ſuch things are ſhut out as unavailable, that 
ate no commands of God, appeareth by their being oppo- 
fed to thoſe that are: Mark the Text, Nessher Cireumciſion, 
nor “Uncircumcifion availeth, BUL KEEPING. THE 
COMMANDMENTS: OF .. 
To inferre therefore from Circumciſions unavailablene (s 
(Which is none of the Commandment of God) to Bap- 
tiſme its being fo , which is the Command of God, and 
that ferving the grand intereſt of the Creature, even that of 
remiftion of ſins and ſalvation (in fome fenfe.) which 
muſt either be acknowledged, or the Scriptures renounced, 
As. 38. Mk 16. 16. I ſay, to make ſuch inferences, 
is rather to ſaꝝ what one would have, than what is, and ta 
intreat the Scripture to look towards what. YOU ͤ would 
have, tathex than in humility to befubje to what THEY, 
would have; Reader judge elſe enn 8 

But 2. If the Apoſtles intention was to ſhut out no- 
thing at all dy thoſe words (NOR UNCIRCUMCT- 
SION,) your, apprehenſion of Baptifme., its being 
out a available, falleth ta the ground. becauſe yeu fupe 
pote its excluſion lieth Wrapt uꝑ in choſe worde. 
Bat the Apoſtle ſhut out nothing at all, nor intended the 
fhutting out of any thing by tho 
CIRCUMCISION. 98 7 


lable, that are no 


words, NOR UN- 


one thing or other bythoſe words, mor Umcircumcefion 
onely the notifying, tha 


t being uncircumcied would. - 
not hinder the Gentiles. agceptation with. God now 


under 
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under the Gofpel, me more than circumexfion would fur- 
ther it. | 

It appeareth firſt, by comparing this Scripture with the 
1 Corinth. 7. 18, 19. the words as follow?th Js any max 
called being circumciſed ( that is, is any Jew converted to the 
Goſpel) let him not become uncirsumcfed. 

Onthe other hand, Iran called in uncireumcifion > let him 
not be circumciſed; tliat is, is any Gentile ¢onverted to the 
Gofpel > let him not make conſcienct of cézcumcifion. 
The next words, which are the fame with thefe in tlie Text, 
are the rea ſon, why, a converted Jew fhould not be troubled 
that he was circumciſed, nor the converted Gentile that he 
wanted it: Mark, -CIRCUMCISION i nothing, and 
UNCIRCUMCISION, is nothing; meaying , that now 
fincethe Orders of the great Prophet came forth, which 
all the world are bound to hear upon pain ¢f death, Ad, 
3.22. by which the ftate of the Church js altered now. 
Circamcifien is nothing, thatis, availeth nothing to any 
mans acceptation with God, whatever it id heretofore ; 
non is ndthing that is, the ſrant of circum- 
eiſion, or being uncircumcifed, is nothing to hinder the Gen- 
tiles aceeptation with God: but now unde the Goſpel, or 
in Cbriſt peſus, as we have it in this Salat. 3.6. that which 

ſway is FAITH, Gal. 6.152 THB: NEW 

€ RE A: T UR And. in th r (orinth®:9: THE 
KEEPING THE COMMANDMENTS: OF GOD, 
meaning the Commandmentsof the Goſpel now in being, 
which is the character of the new Creatute n that 6. Galar. 
16. ofsmanyas WALK s4CCORDING TO THIS 
ROLE, peace be on them: Sottem of the dictrine of theſe 
Scriptures this is the ſum, That however Cjrcumcifion was 
4 great priviledgelicresofore,, and a mattet᷑ acceptable to 
God, and the want of Circumciſton did. deWarre men from 
many priviledges which the Jewes enjoyed, yet now nei- 
ther will the ont d oe the lemany good, no: the want of it 
the Gentile hurt, but now Je and Gentile meeting 
in faith, th Creature, andkeepingthe Cm n of 
Cd, now in being both. moet in chef ſelf fameprivi- 
ledges 


+ 


é 
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* * 


ledges teſpects from God accord ing to the 3. 
There is neither Few ner Greck,, there is neither bond n free, 


Upan the whole matter chen 1 eonclude, that by 
words NOR UNCIRCUMCISION, in all thefe three 
places, Galat. 6. Galat. 6. 15. 1 9. 19. the, 
Apoſtle intendeth not the exclufion of any thing, but onely 
to note, that being uncircumcifed, ox the want of circumci- 
fion would dee the Gentile no dammage , no more than 


the pre ſence of circumciſion would doe the Jew no good, 


now under the Goſpel, and my reafon for this apprebenſion 


is grounded upon che 19. verſe af the 1 ( orinth. 7. where 
thofe words, NOR UNCIRCUMCISION,, are given 
for the reaſon why, if any Gentile was converted ts the 
faith, they fhould not be cirtumciſed, which words could 
beno reafon , why converted Gentiles ſhould not be cir- 
cumcifed , but upon ſuppoſition, that — uncircumcifed 
would not prejudice chem. 119 SM 

2, To underftand the words „ NOR UNCIRCUM: 
CISION, of the fhutting out of any thing, as it muſt be 
ot ſome priviledge of the Gentiles , fo it muft beof fome 
| they had in diſtinction from the Jewes, becaufe he incladeth 
all b belonging to che Jemes, under the word Circumcifio 


none to fhut but ; as for the Ordinances of the Goſpel. they 
had them in common wich the Jewes upon beleiving, and 


before the Goſpel they bad none at all, hut lived ite 


God in the world, Epheſ. 2. 13. Toche oncly were cm- 
mitted . — che Gentiles Romans 
9730 be the in this E piſtle 
is to inveigh againſt the Randing of the Jewith religion 
ONELY., and that becaufe the converted Jewes were 


apt to be intangted witha conceit of the old Religion, its 


being of force under the Goſpel. Galat, 5. Me 


Chrifh you fore, 
and — 
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the Jewiſh Ordinances, to which they inclinable, : 
he was not troubled with their over eſteem but their under 
efteem rather of the Ordinanses of the Teſtament, 
therefore farre enough from offering an thing to their A 
diſparagement, but on thecontrary,every Ging to encreſe 1 
their eſteem of them, that they might the more eaſily be g 
brought off thevld. 
4. The words as they lie doe not enforce us by thofe 
words, Nor UNCIRCUMCISION, ‘to underſtand the 
fhutting out of any thing, conſider them, Jw Cbriſt Jefe 
neither circumcifien availeth any thing , nn: uncireumciſion. 
He doth notaffirm the fame thing of unci cumciſin, that 
it doth not avail any thing, ashe doth of cc in; He 
faith indeed, nor uncircumciſan, after his aſãrming that cir- 
cumcifion did not avail, which at firſt fight da th tempt to that 
underſtanding of them, but by comparing this Text With 
that other mentioned, namely, 1 Corintb. 7. 8 19. where we 
have the fame words uſed by the Apoftie to shother Church, 
and by à narrow infpection into them, it a peareth plainly 
enough, that his mind is not to ſuppoſe i ſe Gentiles poſ- 
ſeſs d of any ching to exclude as available, but onely to 
affirm̃ that: as Ciroumci ſion now under the Gofpel would 
not avail, ſo neither on the other hand Weilld being uni- 
camciſed unavail, as hath been proved already... N 
If any one think, that the ſupplying Gf thefe words, 
NOR UNCIRCUMCISION in the witk 
addition of theſe, DOTH NOT UNMAVAILl OR 


HINDER, to compleat the ſenſe, that thi isharth. 
To fach I anſwer, it is a moft ent thiagin Scripture, 
forthe holy Spirit to exprefs himfelf ‘fo, chat there is an ab; 
ſolute neceffity of making ſuch fupplies , which notwith- 
ſtanding the ſcope, context and clear reaſòn of the thing 
leadleth to: but 1 hall inftance onely in words, in 
the 1Cagath. 7. 19. Circumciſion is nothiig; hetè is the 
eilen, indeed neceſſity of ſupply compleat the 
ſenſe, by thefe worde, DOTH NOT! AVAIL, 
there is to che words, NOR udcRCUM. 
CISION) wich NOT UNAVAIE 
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He th en that complaineth of harfhnefs in the one, my 
well complain of it in the other. d 

But if it be objected, No, becauſe the 5. Galat. 6. giveth 
the ſenſe of che words IS NOTHING, in the 1 Cericth. 
7. to be availeth nothing, or doth not avail any thing. 

I anfwer, fo doth the Apoſtle his making thofe words, 
NOR UNCIRCUMCISION, in the 1 Corinth 7. 19. 
the reaſon why converted Gentiles ſnould not be circum. 
cifed, clearly give the ſenſe of the words, in the 4. Galat. 6, 
to be, NOT UNeAVAIL, becauſe there. 
by is a full reaſon given, why new Converts ſnould not be 
circumciſed, ( to which we have ſpoken at large already : ) 
By all which it appeareth, the Apoſtle intended not the 
excluſiom of any thing (by thoſe words) NOR UN- 
CIRCUMCISION , fo farre was he from ſhutting out any 
of the Commands of Chrift by them, or fetting fome of 
them againft others; but thisuntrue fuppofition being the 
foundation of Mr. Goodwins Argument from the Text, his 
whole building talleth to the ground, with all his ſcoff es at 
the end of it. | 


The eighth and laſt Scripture that complaineth of the 
ſervice, is Galat. 3. 27. For as many of you as have been bap- 
tiſed into Chrift have put on Chriſt: You fay , queftionlefs 
the Apoſtles meaning plainly and directly by the particle, 
ma As , is to part the Beleivers amongſt them ſelves, 
and conſequently noteth a mixture of baptifed wich unbap - 
tifed perfons in full Church communion. 

This cannot be the meaning of the place, that the words, 
Asmany As, doth not import Al, becauſe fuch a conſtructi- 
on of them ſpoileth the ſenſe, they being given a8 an ac- 
count, hy he preſumeth them ALL the children of God 
by faith: No for him to go about to prove them ALL 
the children of God by faith, becaufe of what was done 
but to a part of them, had been to fall ſhort in his demon- 
ſtration, and confequently! to looſe bis Argument, fo that 
paremg the Diciples amongſt themſelses can never be the 
defign of the Spitit in thoſe words; AS MANY AS, © 0 } 

a. To 
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2. To confirme the Reader therein, I referre thee to 
that proof we have made in anſwer to Ms: Geedwins third 
C onfideration , by which it fully appeareth, that there was 
no {uch thing inthofe dayes , as Chutch- fehowſhip before 
Paptiſme, where I hope thou wilt have fr |! ſatisfaction, as 
in divers other places of this Book. 1 
3. Confider this, the fame perfons th; in the 29. verſe 

are noted under the words, 4s many As, in the 28. verſe 
are called ALL, as well as in the 26. vertz, for YE are 
ALL ene in Chriſt peſus, that the object Gf the word YE, 
is not a part of the Churches, but the whege, as well in the 
28. verſe as in the 26, there is no queſtiè n, becaufe there 
is nothing affirmed between to enforce, nao to invite to 
a reſtrain d underſtanding them. 

But if any one ask, what the reaſon fhéuld be, that the 
Apoſtle chuſeth ſuch words as theſe, wich for the moft 
part are partitive, and yet by them intend 7 and every indi- 

I anſwer: ¶ For variety) the fcope and context necef- 
ſitating them to be underſtood univerſally, yea, the word 
MANY is upon that account (as I apprehend ) often 
put in Scripture for ALL, as in the 9. Febr. 28. He was 
ence offered to bear the fins of many: Now the 1 Timor. 2. 6. 
faith, He gave bimfelf a ranfome for “ALL: and Mr. 
Goodwin underftandeth the word ALL. largely, as well 
he may: So inthe 5. Romans 15. .Jf throsigh the offence of 
one many be dead: but by the 12. verſe it appeareth , by this 
word MANY, hemeaneth the whole poftcrity of Adam, 
for he faith, Death paſſed upon ALL men. . 
Now the words, many As, ferved the Apoſtles de- 
figninthis place, with asmuch advantage every jot as the 
word Al would do. There being two foris of perſons be- 
come proſelites to Chriſtian Religion, natzely, Jewes and 
Gentiles, and the Gentiles being apt to hink, that they 
ſhould not be the children of God upon ſe good termes 
as the Jeweby becavfe of the high reſpect God bear from 
the beginning to the Jewes more than th. Gentiles , and 


that therefore onely, ſo many of the Chur has were Jewes 
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fhould become heires of that priviledge through beleiving; 
the Apoftle for their comfort doth aſſure them, that not 
onely fo many of the Church as were Jewes became the 
Sons of God by faith, and put on Chtiſt by Baptifme, but 
AS MANY as were baptifed into Chriſt, though they 
were never fo many, and of what rank, fex, condition {o. 
ever, whether they were Jewes, or whether they were Gen- 
tiles, and though they were like che ftarres in the skie for 
muliitude, they had all put on Chrift, and were all members 
of the fame body, . to the next words, verſe 20. 
There is neither fem, ner Greek, nor bond, nor free, nor male, 
nor female, but ALL ene is Cbriſt fefus > So that there 
is a {train of Elegancy in the Apoftles varying the word 
Allto As many As, fo far e are they from neceſſitating us to 
underſtand them, parting the Diſciples amongſt them- 
ſelves. 
So Ihave done with theScriptures which Mr. Goodwin u- 
feth to overthrow my Brother Alen Arguments, levied to 
prove the unlawfulnefs of mixt communion of baptiſed and 
unbaptifed perfons inChurch-fellowthip, beſides theſe eight 
doe not find any he uſethto found any Argument on to 
anſwer him : if then it appear. that the Scriptures Mr. Good. 
vin buildeth on like not che ſervice, but in truth bitterly 
complain of it, ( and whether they doe not ſo, I referre tõ 
the judgement of the judicious Reader) and let him judge 
of Mr. Goodwins whole building, accordingly. And whe- 
ther Mr. Goodwin find, that heaving at my Brother Alen 
Anſwer to his fourty Queries, be but like the heaving ata 
F. 65. Of feather, which, he faith is too childifha poftate fora man? 
Waser dip. or rather, whether the truth in it be net like a mountain 
rather, which the greateſt Giant heaving at (though Mr. 
Goodwin himſelf) cannotmake to ftir. : 


And now let all che werld judge between us and Mr. 

— 1. Whether we are as he fenteth us ? Peron of 4 
r. o maimed fancy, having our reafons ; judgentents and and. 
Water dip. flandings fiupified , dutranght and that all reafon 
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in acceſſible to our under ſtandingt, men of ound intellectuals 
are a men that [peak to us ina ſtrange tong ue; that if they 
Speak, any thing agaiuſt aur way, we kon not valleys from 
bills, nor hills from valleys, rivers frim tress, trees from ri- 
vers, balfes from wholes, nor wholes from halfes, precepts 
from promsfes, nor promifes from precepts, eqremony from ſub- 
france , sor fubfpance from ceremony; every diftinttion that 
attempteth to ſbe us the error of ont way, ipso facto, becometh 
a Chaos andconfufion. On the other hand, fx the maintenance 
and defence of our way, the foadowes" of monitains feem vali- 
ant and arm’d men, ftubble and rotten woed are turned into 
weapons of ſteel aud iron before us, letter bec vmeth ſpirit, face 


become th heart, promiſe becometh precept, ciremony becumeth 
ſubſtance, Apoſt les become ordinary men and i; men, diſputabler 


become demonſtrations, and peradventures bi tome all Yeas and 
Amens , in ry theſe marvellous and fad diſtempers in 
our fancies a rftandings, to reaſon with us about our 
way, onto endeavour our conviction , [eldome durneth to any bet- 
ter account than a beating of the air, or theaDiogenes bis beg- 
ging applications te the of ~ 
2. Whether thefe expreſſions may not“ be juſtly num- 
bred amongſt thoſe cruel mockings which’ the cruel perfe- 
cutots of old tried thre worthies of the Lord with, Hebr. 
5 1. 36. even thoſt of whom the world was not wor- 
3. Whether ſuch contemptuous revilings be not the 
way to harden fallen perfons‘in'thteir fin, there being no 
ſign of charity in them, but hatred, ratijer than recover 
them, and as directly contrary to the rie, as fleſh is to 
ſpicit, 2 Timothy 2.24. And the Servant ofthe Lord MUST 
„ but be TEE TO ALL 
Apt to teach, patient, in meekne/sinferutting thofe that 
themſelves; if peradventure Gad will give . repen- 
tauce, tothe acknowledging of the truth, and that they may re- 
cover thénifelves out of the [nare of the devi. So allo Ga- 
lations G. 1. man be overtaken ina feult, ye which are 
piritual ru ſtare une in THE SPIRIT OF MBEK- 
Wen R 2 


oppofing us is a Barbarian to ut, that comme ſenſe is am fiery 


P.41,4%, 
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NESSE, confdering thy ſelf leaf thou alfo be tem 
A. | | 
4. Wbether thefe expreſſions are not directly contra: 
ry to the advice of the Spirit of God in theſe Scriptures 
following, Phillip. 2. 3. In lowline[s of mind, let each e- 
ſteem other BETTER than themſelves. Romans 12. 9. 
In honour preferring one another. Iitus 3. 2. Speak evill of 
noman. Coloſ. 3. 12. Pat ontherefere ( as the ele& of God) 
holy and belovedbowels of mercies, kinane/s, bamblene/s of mind, 
mcc hne /g, long fuffering, &æc ec. 
5. Whether there be not as pafpable a breach of the 
royall law of Love, without which all proſeſſion of Reli- 
gion is vain, 1 Cerinth. 13. 1, 2. Pane, 1.26. (which 
Chrift calleth the new Commandment, 1 Jeb 3. 14. His Com- 
mandwmet rt , 125 15. 12. The ſcepe ef the Gofpel ; 1 Timothy 
1. 5. The Character of Chriſts Diſeiples, John 13.35. The 
mark of tranflation from death te life, 1 Jeb 3. 14.) as any 
can be imagined, confidering what Paul faith, Galat 5.14, 
15. where he oppofeth biting and devouring one anothir, to 
the great law of Love. All the Law is fulfilled in one word, 
Thou Salt love thy Neighbour asthy felf, BUT IF YE. 
BITE AND DEVOUR, &c. Again, confidering 
what ‘he faith , 1 Corinth. 1 3. 4 5. Charity /uffereth long, 
and is kind, Charity VAUNTETH.. t it felf , doth net 
bchave st ſelf unfeemingly, wot cafily provoked, THINK- 
ETH: NO ILL. * 
6. Whether theſe contemptuous rebukes be not con- 


demned by the 14. Romans 10. But my deft thou judge thy 
brother , or. why di thy 


why dit thu SET AT NOUGH 
bretber >? and whether ſuch thatufe them can expect to ftand 
with comfort before God at the great day without r : 
the Apoftlefub- foal all 
and before the judgement {eat of (brift,to the thon 

ſet at nought thy L And conſidering the thas our 
Saviour, (Math. 5. 22. But whofeever foal fay , B 
FOOL , Shall be in danger of hel fre. And Math. 10. 3, 
4,6. Except ye be converted, and becoms is little children , 5e 
wit enttr inte the Kingdome of heavens 


| 

1 

| | 


himſelf as this little child, the Sane i greateſt in the 
KLingdome of heaven: verſe 6. But whe ig fall offend one of 
theſe little ones, which beleivein me, it pers better for him, 
that a mill-ftone were banged about HIS NECK , and that be 
were drowned in the depth of the Sea. « 

g. Whether then the good Spirit of God, which al 
good men are exhorted to be filed with, Epbeſ. 5. 18. had 
any thing to de with Mr. Goodwin in thè drawing up this 
book, which not onely in this one page, bit frequently, even 
to the end thereof, is ſtuft with reproacties , either of the 
morrals or intellectuals of thoſe he vri eth againſt, and 
that without all bounds, and that too ef fich, that not long 
before he lift up as high towards heajen, as now he 
throweth them down towards hell. | 

8. Whether fuch like Arguments are Gidinarily fied too, 
but in cafes of extream neceſſity, when the cauſe is barren 
of Scripture evidence and demonſtration and laſtly, whe- 
ther Mr. Goodwin may not as foonprev® the lawfulneſs of 
this way of writing from the holy Scriptures, as baptiſed 
perfons fitting down in Church focieties with unbaptiſed ? 

‘HEAVENS, EARTH, Judge. 
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POSTSGRIPT. 
| 1 59 * 

Here is one thing further obſervable in 

Re | Mr. Goodwins Anfwer to my Brother 

Allen, which Itake my ſelf bound to give 

the Reader.-notice of ( leaft he erre through the ig- 

norance of it) that is, that he doth with my Bro- 

ther Allen, juſt as the fix Book-fellers did with 

him, p. 6.4. ‘by leaving out the very word SUCH, 

( though I ſuppoſe through overſight) whereupon the 

frreffe of the Argument lieth: (onfider elfe ; My 

Brother Allens Argument runneth thus, If one 

Perſon may be admitted without Baptiſme, 


why not two, if two, why not ten, and ſo a 

hundred, or a thouſand, and conſequently 

SUCH , Gofpel order, laid totally aſide, 
meaning Baptifme. 
ee, Mr. Goodwin anfwereth thus, If a hun- 
. dred, or a thouſand, or ten thouſands fheuld 
1 be admitted to Church Priviledges upon a 
i| i@ manifeftation of their faith (which may be 
otherwiſe done, and fo farre better ſatisfacti- 
on then by being baptifed ) with an exclu- 
ſion of all others, who are able to give no 
ſuch accompt of a work of faith in them, 


would 
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would this be a totall laying aſide of Go. 
* order? Good Reader confider and 
judge. | 

| 75 Brother Allen faith not, that it would be 
a totall laying aſide of Gofpel order, but 4 
totall laying afide of SUCH Lrofpel order , 
which he was peaking of, namely, the great Ordiz. 
nance of Baptiſme, as Mr. Baxfter calleth it, and 
if the Reader be indeed good, and will obey your fum- 

mons, to confider firſt and judge aſter; he muſt needs 

judge the truth in Mr. Allens Argument Gining 

with its own light. 
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